i st for BLU-RAY PLASMA LCD LED 3DTV 





Exclusive Panasonic dvd/hdd/vcr deck tivo returns 2 

PROJECT NATAL FIRST LOOK MAKING BLU-RAY SOUND EVEN BETTER I II 



Sony App TV! 


40in Freeview HD LCD TV is the best yet for the net 


Black light 

Epson’s brilliant £4,000 
EH-TW5500 projector 
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Roomshaker! 

Teufel’s brutal System 8 
THX Ultra 2 speakers 
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ISSUE 181 JUNE 2010 £4-30 

III Hill II llll Ill III! 0 6> 


MEDIA PLAYER GROUPTEST THE SCARIEST 
BLU-RAY RELEASE EVER ESSENTIAL BUYER’S GUIDE 



































ULTIMATE 

HOME 

STORAGE 


Buy now from these 

leading stockists 

from only f^ 49 ' 

amazoncouk 


No Hard Drive, 2-bay DVD NAS Enclosure 

LG part no. N2R1D 

1TB Hard Drive, 2-bay DVD NAS 

LG part no. M2R1DB2 

2TB Hard Drive, 2-bay DVD NAS 

LG part no. N2R1DD2 


WANT MORE? 

A Blu-ray re-writer option is also available: 

No Hard Drive, 2-bay Blu-ray NAS Enclosure 

LG part no. N2B1D 

1TB Hard Drive, 2-bay Blu-ray NAS 

LG part no. N2B1DB2 

2TB Hard Drive, 2-bay Blu-ray NAS 

LG part no. N2B1DD2 


The new Super-Multi NAS from LG is your Lifeline 
from home. No matter where your journey takes 
you, your digital memories are always safely and 
securely within reach. And that's just the peace of 
mind you need when traveling with loved ones. Instant 
uploading. Instant access. Consider it your life library 
on command. 


* This DLNA enabled device serves as a multimedia 
content server at home to enjoy movies, photos and 
music via the TV Ethernet port. 

* Ea sy set u p a nd i nsta LLati o n with LC D d i sp lay 

* Access all your data anywhere via the internet 

* Hot Swap pa b Le a n d Locka b Le Trays 

* RAID Management Support (0, 1, JBOD, 1 + JBOD, Individual) 

& folder-based HDD Mirroring 

* Gigabit Ethernet Support (10/100/1000) 

* Three USB 2.0 ports to add additional storage devices 

* Built-in 4-in-1 Memory Card Reader (SD, MMC, MS, xD) 

* Network Print Server Support & built-in FTP Server Functionality 

* Auto Sync. Back Up Support 

* iTunes® Music Server Support 


fcbuyer.com 


* A it pricing shown is per unit and inclusive of VAT Pricing is correct at the time of print and is subject to change without notice 



LG 

Life J s Good 
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Emerging blinking from the stygian gloom of the Tech 
Labs into the gloriously illuminated upper levels of 
Future Towers, I’m thrilled to be taking the helm of the 
good ship Home Cinema Choice at a time 

when there’s so much exciting stuff going on. 



This month we’re putting 3DTV on the back burner while we 
concentrate on technologies that might arguably have a bigger 
long-term impact, including free-to-air HD and networking. 
Turn to page 50 for our look at the Sony KDL-40EX503, one 
of the UK’s first Freeview HD TVs, which also features some 
revolutionary internet features. Or, if you prefer your media 
players to be tiny and black, we have a group test of them (p84). 

Elsewhere, we celebrate the joys of Stonking great 
surround sound speaker systems with Teufel’s 
System 8 (p80), and the wonders of Epson’s projector 
technology with its flagship EH-TW5500 (p60). 
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All this, and the chance to win £5,000 of AV gear chosen for 
World Cup enjoyment. The fun kicks off on page 26! 


Chris Jen&iKS 


Editor 


TEAM HCC 

Rik Henderson: 

Dep Ed Rik has worked on 
tech mags and videogames 
TV shows for two decades 


Steve May: f W 

HCCs Editor-in-Chief has a * 
stunning 20+ years as a GEI 
journo o n h is cloc k 



Anton van Beek: 

News Ed Anton began his 
pro-videophile career over 
11 years ago 



Mark Craven: 

HCCs Production Editor can 
write shorthand - he can’t 
read it, though 



Chris Jenkins: 

Our ISF-calibrated Editor 
used to run Future’s Tech 
Laboratories 


John Rook: 

Art Editor Johnfirst worked 
on HCC back in 1999, when 
TVs were made of wood 
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BULLETIN 

The place for hot products, trends 
and technology. Starts... p7 

Bfr 09 TiVo unveils 
Premiere range 

US launch gives a glimpse of what to 
expect from partnership with Virgin Media 

10 Game on with 
Project Natal 

HCC gets hands-on with hands-free tech 

15 Point of View 

Richard Stevenson sounds off about audio 

17 DVD Addict 

What should HCCs disc reviews offer you? 

19 Tech Tantrum 

The trouble with 3D Blu-ray and AVRs 

FEATURES 

In-depth interviews and special 
reports. Starts... p22 

22 The art of high-end 
authoring 

HCC visits a state-of-the-art Blu-ray 
authoring house with audiophile DNA 

32 Comeback king 

Your guide to the very best of Robert 
Downey Jr. on DVD and Blu-ray 

INSTALLS 

Planning a home cinema? 

Then this is the place to be... p35 

36 Home tech 

All the latest custom install news 

42 Multiroom marvel 

Style and substance come together in this 
hi-tech luxury London apartment 

44 Certified: AV-holic! 

Another HCC readersharesthe secrets 
behind their AV setup 


Qg Chameleon cinema 

InFocus’ stylish new Full HO projector 
promises to match any decor 




33 Great expectations 

We visit a Victorian family house given 
a 21st Century smarthome makeover 


TECH LABS 


CO-STARRING 




South 

AfMCA 


With the World Cup fast 
approaching, we put together the 
best soccer-centric home cinema 
system possible on a budget of 


just £5,000, and then give you 


the chance to win it! 


Our guarantee to you: 

Equipment reviewed in Home Cinema 
Choice is measured and quantified by 
Futu re Tech Labs, which for mo re tha n 
15 years has set the standard for 
independent AV test & measurement. 
The findings of the Tech Labs are used 
to underpin the subjective opinions of our 
Reviews team, ensuring that you receive 
the best possible advice when it comes 
to planning your next purchase 



This issue’s team of expert writers are the best qualified in the business 

Martin Pipe: Richard Stevenson: 

Technology specialist ■ H Industry veteran and former 
Martin co-developedMTs ^ W 'W Editor of UK CE trade 

Tech Lab operation 1 >-S journalfffT 


AdamRayner: 

The UK's foremost expert in 
extreme audio writes about 
bass, hi-fiand cartoons 


liters are trie t 

9 

9 


Alvin Gold: 

Oneof the UK's most 
experienced and respected 
hi-fi and audio experts 



Barry Fox: 

A veteran commentator on 
consumer electronics in 
mags such as New Scientist 


Adrian Justins: 

Made his name as the editor 
ofWfrafMto&TVand 
What Home Cinema 
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r » GtSSOC 


PLAYBACK 

HCCs hardware experts cast 
a critical eye over the latest 
DVD and Blu-ray titles... p99 

100 Law Abiding Citizen (bd) 

101 Paranormal Activity 

(BD) 

The Men Who Stare 
at Goats (bd) 

The Imaginarium of 
Doctor Parnassus (bd) 

Caprica: Feature 
Length Pilot (dvd) 

102 Twin Peaks: Definitive 
Gold Box Edition (dvd) 

Who Dares Wins: 2-Disc 
Special Edition (bd) 

Give‘Em Hell Malone 

(DVD) 

The Shinjuku Incident 

(BD) 

OngBak:The 
Beginning <bd) 

103 Ponyo (bd) 

105 Bitch Slap (DVD) 

Johnny Got His Gun: 
Special Edition <dvd) 

Day of the Dead (bd) 

Survival of the Dead 

(BD) 

The Twilight Saga: 

New Moon (bd) 

106 9 (bd) 

Glee: Season 1 Volume 1 

(DVD) 

Doctor Who: The Space 
Museum/The Chase 

(DVD) 

Elizabeth/Elizabeth: 
The Golden Age (bd) 


M (BD) 


Subscribe! 


Save money on 
the world’s best 
AV mag and get a 
TechLinkSwitch2 
4-into-l HDMI switch 
box worth £80! 

iini ■ a 



REVIEWS 

With a focus on performance, these 
are in-depth tests you can trust... p49 

50 Sony KDL-40EX503 49 

App-tastic 40in Freeview HD LCD TV is the 
best yet for the "net 

54 Orb Audio Peoples’ 4HH 

Choice system 

Eye-catching spherical 5.1 speaker system 

60 Epson EH-TW5500 49 

Highly-specified Full HD projector proves 
LCD isn’t just a budget technology 

62 Panasonic DMR-EX99V 

Digital and analogue recording co-exist in 
Panasonic’s new DVD/HDD/VCR deck 

64 JVC XIVIEW LT-32WX50 

The Japanese giant goes upmarket with 
this super-slim 32in monitor 

68 Samsung BD-C6900 

The world’s first 3D Blu-ray player is here, 
but what else does it have to offer? 

70 Fetch TV 
Smartbox 8000 

Networkable Freeview+ PVR with BBC 
iPlayer and multimedia playback 

72 Samsung HT-BD8200 

Blu-ray soundbar hits the right notes 

74LGN2B1DD2NAS 

World’s first NAS box/Blu-ray burner 

76 MK Sound 
S150THX Ultra 

Breathtakingly dynamic speaker system 

80 Teufel System 8 4H 
THX Ultra2 

Roomshaking THX-approved 5.1 package 

84 Think outside the box 

We put six of the best media players 
through their paces in our latest 
grouptest.. 

Western Digital WDTVV.2; 

Iomega 5c re on Play Director HD 
AC Ryan PlayOnJ HD Mini 
Eminent bdMEDIA Stream 
ZyXEL Digital Media Streamer 
AC Ryan PlayOnJ HD 

94 AE ProSub/Sat 

High-quality active 5.1 speaker array 

PLUS... 

112 Feedback 

For tech queries or plain old moaning 
there’s no better venue! 

115 Select 

The essential buyer’s guide! 

130 Next Issue 

We highlight the year’s best AV kit in 
the HCC 2010 Best Buy Awards 
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However stunning HDTV’s and Blu-Ray's visual qualities, without 
Eclipse TD technology, you can’t enjoy all the breathtaking detail, 
texture and quality of their lossless audio formats. But together, 
you experience sensational sound to match whatever it is you 
want to see. Enjoy High Definition a whole lot more and make 
sure you hear it a whole lot better. Visit www.eclipse-td.net. 


ECLIPSE TD SERIES 


Eclipse TD (UK) Ltd *44 (0)20 7328 4499 


www.journal-plaza.net & www.freedowns.net 


www.eclipse-td.net 
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-►News highlights NEXT-GEN TIVO The legendary PVR returns INFOCUS New Full 
HD projector with interchangeable skins XBOX MOTION CONTROL Hands on with 
Microsoft's innovative Project Natal LG LAUNCHES 3DTV But passive shutter screens dropped from 
consumer range PICK ‘N’ MIX WWE wrestler Ted DiBiase picks his five favourite films 


Double your hi-def 

Panasonic TX-P42G20B www.panasonic.co.uk 



HCC Online... 

Looking for breaking AV news, 
blogs, features, & reviews? 

For your daily fix visit us at 

www. homed nemachoice.com 
Follow us on Twitter @hccmag 


If you’re struggling to decide which of the two free-to-air 
hi-def services suits you best, then check out this stylish 
new 42in plasma from Panasonic, the first to feature both 
Freesat HD and Freeview HD tuners. Available now for 
around £1,250, the high-spec THX-certified NeoPDP model 
also packs 600Hz Sub-field Drive picture processing and 
enhanced Viera Cast networking including Skype and 

Acetrax video-on-demand. 
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Chameleon cinema 

I n Foe us Sc reen Play 8602 w wwJnf oc usxo m 


InFocus has introduced a new 1080p projector 
to its Screenplay range, the £3,000 SP8602. 
The highlights include Texas Instruments’ 
DarkChip technology with BrilliantColor, 
Pixelworks’ DNX lObit video processing, a claimed 
30,000:1 contrast ratio and images up to 300in. 
But we also love the interchangeable ‘skins’ 
that let you match the SP8602 to your decor. 





TAv™ 


m 



II 


Partner with... 


Onkyo HT-S6305 
Home cinema receiver* 
speaker package £500 approx 


Onkyo’s new receiver/speaker package looks to offer serious performance 
at a tempting price. The heart of the system is the new TX-5R508, a 
7.1-channel AV receiver with 192kHz/24bit Brown BurrDACs, 32bit DSP 
chips, Audyssey D5X mode, 3D video compatibility (via a quartet of HDMI 
1.4 inputs) and lossless audio decoding. Also included in the £500 system 
is the company’s gloss-black finished HTP-638 5.1-channel speaker system 
(with wall-mountable satellites) and a iPhone/iPod dock. 


www.onkyo.co.uk 
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Pick a pigment 


LG gets Active 


Reference redux 



Matching your 
loudspeakers to your 
living room can be a 
bit problematic when 
all that’s available 
is a choice of black and a couple of 
faux-wood finishes, Enter Meridian 
Audio, which is now offering a bespoke 
colour service dubbed Meridian Select 
to customers worldwide. Meridian 


SeLect uses the popuLarRAL Classic 
colour reference standard to offer 
a vast choice of colours on all its 
lacquered DSP loudspeakers and 
800 Series hardware components. 
Production time is six weeks, and 
products retail for, on average, 

15 per cent above the current RRP. 


Citing'increasing 

i invest in 3D across 

Hff|| the nation', LG 
Electronics has 

confirmed that it will be releasing its 
active shutter Full HD 3DTVs and 3D 
Blu-ray player in the UK this May. 
'WeVeseen such enormous interest 
fro m co nsumers aro u nd 3 DTV that we 


choose to bring the LX9900 televisions 
to the shelves ahead of schedule, to 
meet the demand' said an LG 
spokesperson. The LX9900 will be 
available in 47- and 55in iterations. 
Interestingly the passive shutter tech 
LD920. used in Sky's trial 3D football 
broadcasts, has been withdrawn from 
the brand's consumer range. 



Loudspeaker specialist 
Acoustic Energy claims 
its forthcoming 
Reference ONE and 
Reference TWO 
speakers bring 'a wealth of new 
technology and cutting-edge 
engineering'to its iconic series. 

The result of two years of research 
and development, these aLl-new 
speakers employ under-hung drivers 
with massive magnets, unique 
self-damping cabinets and DXT 
tweeter technology. 

The Reference ONE launches 
in Spring with the Reference TWO 
following in Summer, priced £1,500 per 
pair and £2,000 per pair respectively. 


TiVo unveils Premiere range 

And a glimpse into Virgin Media's set-top box future 




TiVo has announced its Premiere personal video 
recorder range in the US a showcasing many 
of the features that could be part of the next 
generation of Virgin Media boxes later in the year. 

The latest TiVo PVRs are all about putting 
multiple sources of content together into one 
simple interface, bringing the best of video-on- 
demand and IPTV into the same interface as 
television programs. 

The two Premiere cable boxes have twin 
tuners and an Ethernet port, and output HDMI, 
component video, composite video, optical audio 
or analogue audio. 

Video output modes range from 4S0i right up 
to lOSOp and, aLthough both boxes use the same 
user interface, the TiVo Premiere XL brings 
THX-certified audio and a backlit remote control 
as standard, as well as significantly increased 
storage of 1TB over the basic box's 350GB, 

: lt has never been this easy to get all your 
entertainment in one place, on the big screen, 
in HD, right at your fingertips,' 
said TiVo's CEO Tom Rogers. 

'And the beauty of TiVo 
Premiere is that finding what 
to watch is just as fun as the 
watching the TV shows 
themselves. TiVo Premiere is 
your new cable box, it's 
your movie box, it's 
your web box and 
music box; it's the 
one box that can give 


you access to almost anything 
you want, whenever you want it' 
'We’re trying to bridge 
traditional cable and the arrival of broadband 
video-on-demand,’ added TiVo’s Product 
Marketing VP Jim Denny. 

In practical terms this means a more central 
role for search, allowing people to easily find their 
favourite shows, regardless of whether that is 
through inter net-based services like Amazon 
Video On Demand, Netflixand Blockbuster 
On Demand, or through the Linear cable service. 

Of course, the much-vaunted TiVo 
recommendation engine is present and accounted 
for, allowing you to grade your programmes and 
allow your box to record what it believes you 
will like, as well as providing 
recommendations based on 
what other fans of a particular 
show are grading highLy. 

ALthough Virgin Media has 
not confirmed what features 
we can expect to make the 
lump from the TiVo hardware 
to the next generation of its 
cable STB, much of the 
Adobe Flash-based user 
interface is highly likely 
to be included. 


TiVo's Jim Denny says it's 
trying to merge linear TV 
and on-demand content 



Playlist. 

Team HCC reveals 
its Playback picks 
of the last month 


Season One 
(Sky One HD) 


Sporadically brilliant, j] 
this uneven and 
unconventional fantasy 
yam is slowly winning 
me over. And Cylons always 
look great in hi-defJSJW 


Heavy Rain (PS3) 


Sex and the City: 
he Movie (R2 DVD) 


Not as sharp or pacy as the series, 
but it needed re-watching before 
the sequel arrives in May.MC 


Flawed and buggy it might be, 
but David Cage's interactive 
drama’ remains a fascinating 
experiment in merging the worlds 
of films and videogames. AvB 


Vintage 1985 so-bad-its-good 
Who, with rubber monsters, 
bondage, HG Wells, and a 
scenery-munching Colin Baker, CJ 


After watching the confusing 
mess of Lost’s latter seasons, 

I’m duty bound to watch the last. 
Thankfully, it's the best and 
tightest series since the first. RH 
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Pick'n'mix 

WWE 
wrestler 
and 

actor Ted 
DiBiase Jr. 
picks his five 
favourite DVDs. 

1 H 

Tm a big Russell Crowe fan and 
the story wasjust incredible. 1 

2 

’Mel Gibson's historical epic is 
a great man’s man movie/ 

3 

If l could hang out with any 
actor just for a day, it would be 
Bruce Willis/ 

a 

This was my favourite film when 
I was growing up/ 

5 H 

l My all-time favourite movie. 

If I get a chance to star in another 
movie, I would love for it to 
be a Western/ 

Third-generation professional wrestler 
Theodore Marvin Ted' DiBiase, Jr. 
makes his acting dehut as the star of 
The Marine 2, available on DVD from 
April 19, courtesy of 20th Century Fox 
Home Entertai Rm ent 

© 2010 World Wrestling Entertainment, Inc. 
All Rights Reserved. 



We asked *§• 

Would having access to 
Freeview HD persuade 
you to ditch your existing 
Pay TV supplier? 

No - it's no match for Sky 
or Virgin’s 

D Yes, I only need a few main 
channels in hi-def 
■ I'm not bothered about 
Freeview HD and don't plan 
on buying new kit to get it 



Results from www.homed nemachofce.com 
Go online for mate polling action 


Game on with Project Natal 

Xbox motion control system points to a future without handsets 


In a few months, the way you can interact 
with your home entertainment will change 
dramatically. Microsoft's Project Natal, for the 
Xbox 360, brings voice- and facial-recognition 
to the games console, along with an innovative 
gesture control system that dispenses with the 
notion of a traditional controller altogether. 

HCC was invited to an exclusive hands-on with 
an early version of the technology and discovered 
that it offers more than just novel gameplay, 
Microsoft is planning a firmware update 
that will make the entire Xbox 360 Dashboard 
navigable using Natal technology. You’ll be able 
to swish through the Dash to find your favourite 
movie download or music track and then verbaLly 
instruct the consoLe to play it - without ever 
needing to pick up a control pad 

’Project Natal is meant to be more than just 
a game, 1 explains Erin Hofto, one of Microsoft’s 
Xbox Global Consumer Communications team. 
It’s a larger part of the Xbox experience. 

You’ll be able to navigate the 
Dashboard, browse your movies 
and so on. Those that are 
comfortable with the controllers 
can stick with them. But if, for you, 
the controller is a barrier, we're 
giving you a revolutionary new 
way to use the Xbox 360/ 

This seemingly unglamorous 
aspect of Natal is in fact a real 
game-changer. For the first time 
users will get to experience a 
voice- and gesture-control Led 
home entertainment system. 

Not onLy will it change the 
perception of games 
consoles going 
forward, it could also 
fundamentally alter 
the way people 





mm 


'Project Natal is meant to be 
more than just a game' says 
Microsoft's Erin Hofto 


interact with their technology, 
'People say "Oh it's Minority 
Report, but we don’t require you 
to have a huge glove on,' adds 
Hofto. 'It’s a more consumer-friendly approach. It’s 
hi-tech, but you’re not even aware you’re using it/ 

Whole new bat and ball game 

Project Natal, which will be reLeased worldwide in 
time for Christmas, is shaping up to be Microsoft's 
best weapon in its fight against both the PS3 and 
the Wii, and creates new opportunities for casual 
gaming. To demonstrate the system, a bat and 
ball exercise called Ricochet is offered. What's 
immediately apparent is just how precise the 
tracking is - your onscreen avatar authentically 
mirrors your movement as you jump around in 
front of the sensor. 

The innovation is made 
I possible by a sensor bar that sits 
beLow the TV and connects to 
the console. This comprises an 
RGB camera, depth sensor and 
array microphone, all fairly 
off-the-shelf components. 

The magic, explains Hofto, is the 
proprietary software layer that 
sits over the top. 'Project Natal 
came out of a lot of Microsoft 
research. The deep tech behind 
this has been going on for years.' 
So, if you think Natal is just 
^ a gimmick, think again. 



Xbox 360: Soon to 
have voice and face 
recognition 


Double dip 

The BFI has reveaLed 
that it will be 
introdudng Dual 
Format Edition 
releases, featuring 
both Blu-ray and DVD copies of films, 
on 25 selected titles throughout the 
coming year. The scheme kicks off on 
April 26 with the release of two classics 
from Japanese filmmaker Yasujiro Ozu, 
Tokyo Story and Eddy Summer, priced 
£20 each. The idea is to provide 
film lovers with the ultimate win-win 
solution in atime of financial 
uncertainty and technological 
confusion/says the BFI. 


Ninja assassins! 

There's nothing the 
HCC team likes more 
than ninjas. Except 
maybe assassins. 

So can you imagine 
how excited we are about the 
upcoming release of director James 
Mcieigue’s gory, martial arts-packed 
action epic Ninja Assassin 7 The film 
will be cutting a bloody swathe onto 
DVD, Blu-ray, On-Demand and DigitaL 
Download in the UK on May 17, courtesy 
of Warner Home Video. The DVD 
version also offers some deleted 
scenes, while the Blu-ray adds a trio 
offeaturettes. 


Vamps on Blu 

Fed up with those 
brooding teen 
vampires that seem 
to be popping up 
in films everywhere 
these days? Same here. Which is why 
we can’t wait to indulge in another 
season of the violence-drenched hit 
HBQ series True Blood , which gives 
adult viewers some vampfun to enjoy. 
HBO Video is bringing the wonderfulLy 
saucy True Blood: The Complete Second 
Season to DVD and BLu-ray in the UK 
on May 17, both as five-disc sets 
accompanied by commentaries, 
featurettes and ’more’. 
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BDDay 


Avatars20th Century Fox Home 
Entertainment -> R2 DVD & Region B 
Blu-ray (2D) 


Fox has finally confirmed 
its sci-fi smash Avatar 
will make its debut on 
barebones DVD and 2D 
Blu-ray in the UK on April 
26. Film producer ion 
Landau says that the 
extras have been ditched 
to give ‘the best picture 
and sound possible’. 
Exclusive to the UK is a 
Limited Edition Blu-ray, 
available for pre-order 
only by online retailers, 
with steelbook packaging, 
four lenticular art cards 
and a Survival Guide book, 
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12 LOEWE AUDIO-*SAMSUNG FREEVIEW HD-*BITE-SIZE NEWS 

Loewe does audio, too 

But the German manufacturer thinks you might not have noticed 


Designer brand Loewe is famous for its eye¬ 
catching TVs, both in terms of looks and price. So 
much so that the German marque has embarked 
on a charm offensive to remind consumers that 
it also offers serious-grade audio solutions* 

HCC was invited to a product showcase at the 
brand's Harrods concession to find out from Kevin 
Kelly, MD of Loewe UK, just what the brand 
believes it can offer home cinema fans in an 
increasingly crowded market. 

First of all. is audio a new departure for Loewe? 
Not at all, we were told. Said Kelly: We've been 
into audio for years, but peoples’ awareness is 
not as high as it shouLd be. We have muLtiroom 
[products] and high-end speakers as weLl as the 
more lifestyLe products. We are... a one-stop shop 
for customers who are looking at aLL solutions.' 

Reference point 

The high-end audio side of Loewe is best 
witnessed in its electrostatic speakers (pictured), 
the Reference Stand Speakers. Chrome finished, 
with gold-plated terminals and standing over a 
metre tall, they are designed to partner the Loewe 
Reference TV and Reference Sound Subwoofer 
to create a 3,1 or 5.1 surround system, that, it’s 
claimed, is as equally at home with classical music 
and gung-ho action flick soundtracks. These 
electrostatics join the Individual line of speakers 
already in Loewe's product lineup. 

An obvious question, then, is whether Loewe is 
muscling in on established high-end audio brands. 
KeLly’s answer is diplomatic. 'The UK has many 
world-class audio companies li ke Linn, Naim and 
El&W and we would never be head-to-head with 
them. We try and deliver a high standard, yet in 
a way that the customer wants to live with. 1 

Nor will it be offering any KEF Re fere nee-sty Le 
£40K super-system, l We know our customer types 




Loewe's MD Kevin Kelly says 
the brand is a 'one-stop shop 1 
lor consumers 


and we know that they are 
selecting our product through its 
excellence, 1 said the Loewe MD, 
but we ll not be making any speaker that'll cost 
much more than £3,000 a pair,’ 

The first foray into better audio for typical 
Loewe customers is, as you might expect, the 
brand’s soundbar product, the Loewe Individual 
Sound Projector, which uses 42 individual mini 
drivers to create a pseudo surround effect. 

'One of those and a subwoofer and many 
people are happy with the discrete 5.1/ reveals 
KeLly. 'Above that we go modular but the voicing of 
the TV speakers is as carefully audio-engineered 
as the other speakers the sets may be used with. 
We have expanded audio from TV sound to create 
a market for Loewe 5,1 audio solutions and now 
we are trying to increase the specialist, 
performance nature of our loudspeakers. 

That’s why we have gone into electrostatics.' 



Centre point: Loewe's 
Reference TV provides 
the centre speaker in a 
surround setup 



Wall of TV 

S mart Wall-AV is 
a fully equipped, 
free-standing piece 
of luxury AV furniture 
featuringtwoFutlHD 
TVs mounted near the top, and a 60in 
screen below behind a sliding door 
- allowing you to watch three separate 
feeds simultaneously! Other optional 
features include web browsing, email, 
movies/music on-demand, integrated 
f/C/R speakers and 930W of sound 
amplification. The unit takes around 
three days to install and will set you 
back around £40,000 for the basic 
package, including the four-metre 
wide cabinet, tech and kit rack. Visit 
www.smartwall.tv for more info. 


Perfect Harmony 

Logitech has added 
two new entry-Level 
models to its range 
of Harmony universal 
remote controls, each 
of which is capable of replacing upto 
five other remotes. 

The Harmony 600 and 650. priced 
around £50 and £70 respectively, both 
use the company’s simple computer- 
based setup andfeature a one-click 
'activity' button that automatically 
turns on the right devices and selects 
the correct inputs. The key difference 
between the two new remotes is that 
the 600 features a monochrome backlit 
display, while the 650 opts forasnaizier 
colour version. 


Buffalo stance 

W i reless n et work 
j \ solution and storage 

I V -L specialist Buffalo 

i ■ Technology has 

entered into a 

partnership with Panasonic to release 
a USB Hard Disk Drive storage system 
for the latter’s Viera plasma and LCD 
TVs. Compatible with the VT20, V2Q 
and G20 series plasmas and V20, D28 
(over 32in), D25 and G2Q series LCDs, 
the new JustStore HD-EU2 is available 
in 500GB and 1TB incarnations and 
attaches via the screens' USB ports. 

It can also be used for recording TV 
programmes directly. 

Prices for the storage device start 
from around £60, 


Two become one 

Fancy getting a 
Blu-ray player and 
Fneeview HD PVR, but 
don’t knowwhich 
one to buy first? Well, 
Samsung has an intriguing solution in 
the form of a piece of kit that fuses the 
two together. The BD-C82Q0M features 
a Profile 2.0 BD-spinner, complete with 
Samsung's lnternet@TV functionality, 
built-in Wi-Fi, and 1GB of Local storage 
for BD-Live applications. Built into the 
same sexy-looking b Lack/chrome 
chassis is a Freeview HD tuner and 
250GB HDD. However, you cannot 
archive material to Blu-ray, Pricing for 
the BD-C820QM, and a larger 500GB 
model, is still to be confirmed. 
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This month's top ten news stories in handy, bite-sized chu nks ... 



No Avatar for Christmas 

When will A vatar hit Blu-ray in 3D? While 
director James Cameron stiLL hopes it will 
appear Later this yean Fox has issued a 
statement saying that 3D is in the conceptual 
stage’ and it won’t release the title i n 2010. Addi ng 
more confusion is the rumour that Samsung has 
offered serious money 1 to get the exclusive rights 
to eventually bundle the 
title with its 3D hardware, 
something that wouldn’t go 
over well with Panasonic, 
which has repeatedly used 
the film to promote its 
own 3D tech. 


Christmas hit the right note with viewers. Research 
indicates that nine million consumers recalled the 
ad, with nearly 65 per cent now feeling BD picture 
quality is better than DVD, Well, it's a start, 

6 Pole position 

Virgin Media has begun testing the use 
of telegraph poles to deLiver 50 Mbps 
broadband and cable TV in the Berkshire 
vilLage of Woolhampton. According to Virgin Media 
CEO Neil Berkett This unique trial will allow us to 
understand the possibilities of aerial deployment,., 
this could, in some cases, significantly improve the 
viability of delivering next-gen digital services 
to rural communities,’ 


7 


I My eyes are standard-def! 

For a survey of 3,0 00 peopLe 
commissioned by Sky HD, two per cent of 
respondents (that’s 60 people) claimed 
that you need to be born with HD Ready eyesight 
to view hi-def content,.. 


lu view i 

News a 


2 Monster 
mash 

On a related note, 

Samsung has 
confirmed that it has a 
one-year exclusivity deal to 
bundle copies of the 3D BD version of Monsters Vs 
Aliens with its kit. The company has also got the 
exclusive rights to the Shrek 3DfiLm series over 
a simiLartime period. 



Studios sign 
up to PS3 

There will soon be 
more HD movies 
available for downLoad via 
the P53's PlayStation 
Network, now that Sony 
has signed a deal with all six 
major studios (20th Century 
Fox, Walt Disney, Paramount, 
Sony Pictures, Universal and 
Warner Brothers) to provide 
flicks to the console. Due to launch in the UK 
'soon’, the new titles have already gone Live in the 
US, costing around $6 to rent and $20 to own. 


Q 

O: 


Hi-def avalanche 

'' Virgin Media is on a bit of a rolL at the 
j moment when it comes to adding new HD 
' channels to its TV service. Following the 
recent launch of Eurosport HD, ITV HD and Syfy 
HD, the company has revealed that it will also be 
broadcasting Film 4 HD and E4 HD this Summer, 

4 Godfather of projectors 

Projector specialist SIM2 Multimedia has 
revealed that Francis Ford Coppola will 
feature in a global 
marketing campaign this year. 'I 
have owned many projectors in 
my life, SI M2 is now in both my 
studios and my home,’ says the 
Godfather helmer. 

5 UK finally gets 
the picture 

The British Video 
Association is claiming 
that its 'What are you waiting 
for?’ Blu-ray ad campaign that 
ran on TV in the UK over 


9 : 

: 


.Sell! Sell! Sell! 

! Samsung definitely has big ambitions 
| for 3D TV, Yoon Boo-keun, head of the 
Korean tech giant’s visuaL display division, 
claims that 'the 3D TV segment will be the main 
battleground for Samsung this year,’ and predicted 
that the company wiLL selL two million 3D sets 
during 2010, and as many as 10 million in 2011. 


filing TV: 

The PrestigeHD 
Supreme 
Rose Edition 



10 


I World’s 
priciest 
TV 

Got a spare 
£1.5million? If so, Liverpool 
jeweller Stuart Hughes has 
the TV for you. The base and 
outer frame of the 55in 
screen consist of 28kg 
of solid 18 carat rose gold, 
the outer frame is adorned 
with 721 carat diamonds; 
and the inner screen Layer is 
finished in, erm, hand-sewn 
alligator skin. But you’ll have 
to be fast, as only three will 
ever be made. 


Premiere 

HCC's guide to what’s 
happening in the world 
of TV and films... 

Rome lives! 



When HBO’s celebrated, but 
costly, historical drama Rome 
was cancelled after just two 
seasons, fans assumed that it 
was the end of the adventures 
of Lucius Vorenus and Titus Pullo. 
Out maybe not - creator Bruno 
Heller has confirmed he's written 
a script continuing their story to 
be made into a feature film. 

Insert coin 

Warner Bros is in talks to buy the 
movie rights to the 1978 arcade 
classic Space Invaders - a game 
with no plot at all beyond 
shooting aliens as they slowly 
make their way down the screen. 
We can’t wait. 

Money Never Sleeps... 

... it just gets delayed for five 
months. Originally due for a 
cinema release this April, 20th 
Century Fox has revealed that it 
is delaying Wail Street: Money 
Never Sleeps until Late 
September to give director Oliver 
Stone time to polish the film 
- and show it on the Summer 
movie festival circuit. 


The return of 
the King 



Hot on the heels of his re¬ 
imagining of Sherlock Holmes, 
Brit director Guy Ritchie has now 
been linked to a reworking of King 
Arthur , to be written by John 
‘Trainspotting' Hodge and based 
on Thomas Mallory’s te Morte 
d’Arthur. 

‘It’s a walk-off !’ 

Ben Stiller has confirmed that 
he’s In the process of getting 
a script written’ for a sequel 
to his cult 2001 comedy hit 
Zoolander, telling MTV that, 

It's in the early stages, but it’s 
gonna happen’. 
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a v/ i e l o 


by projectiondesign 



The avielo optix is a high performance custom install projector derived directly from our highly 
acclaimed professional projectors used in the film and movie production industries. It brings unique 
colour and picture accuracy, and everything else you'd expect from a high-end projector. 

As Alvin Gold said in his recent review - "...overall, this is a model I would love to own...” 

Awarded reference status by Home Cinema Choice. 




UK distribution by CSE Custom 
Tel: 01423 359054 


projectiondesign as 
Habornveien 53 
NQ-i63oGamle Fredrikstad 
Norway 

a vi elo@pro j ec t i o nde sign .com 

www.avielo.com 
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POINT OF VIEW 


Hichard Stevenson curls up on his red sofa to nominate the stellar 
soundtracks that slipped beneath the radar at the Oscars 


wonders when the 
award for Most 
Inappropriate 
Ponytail on a 
Middle-Aged Man 
will finally come 
his way... 



I 'm bleary-eyed having been up half the night 
masochistically stomaching the Oscars. To 
a film fan it’s important, but requires sitting 
through five hours of American pomp, pretence 
and wobbly bottom lip acceptance speeches to 
find out the winners before tomorrow s papers 
arrive. The podium held no great surprises, of 
course, although I raised an eyebrow at The Hurt 
Locker winning Best Sound Mixing and Best Sound 
Editing over Star Trek. In the cinema where I saw 
The Hurt Locker the characters sounded like they 
were gargling scallops. I watched Star Trek at 
home on Blu-ray and it sounded awesome. 

With a panel of US-born Academy judges, 
Cameron's Avatar didn’t stand a chance against a 
fiLm about American soldiers being heroes in Iraq. 
Yeah A vatar is just Dances With Wolves in fantasy 
setting and is more predictable than Titanic (it 
sank, really?), but Avatar's visual feast and score 
make for cracking cinema. 

Goat got 

But what really gets my goat about the Oscars is 
the lack of appreciation of the overall sound of a 
fiLm. Yes, we have Best Original Score, Best 
QriginaL Song and awards for Sound Editing and 
Sound Mixing, but not an all-encompassing gong 
for the Best Sound. An award that celebrates the 
way a fiLm’s score integrates with the screenplay, 
the FX, the ambience and the dialogue to create 
an aural masterpiece as important as the action. 

Our Baftas have it right and divide audio 
awards into Best Music and Best Sound, although 
even this has onLy been since 2007 and 2008 
respectively. Before that, sound didn’t even 
feature. The Last round of Baftas aLso saw The 
Hurt Locker take top honours for Best Sound but, 
like the Oscar for Best Mixing, you are unlikely to 
hear about it. These categories never get into the 
mass media, George Lucas was right when he said 
that sound was 50 per cent of the film, and that is 


why Star Wars and pretty much every movie 
touched by his hand has sounded incredible. 

So if the Academy doesn’t do a Best Sound 
award, maybe we shouLd. Given that this is a new 
award we better include a few oldies in the 
nominations too. So how about the eerie and 
haunting Crouching Tiger Hidden Dragon (Tan 
Dun/Yo Yo Ma), the epic The Return of the King 
(Howard Shore) and The Who’s Quadrophenia for 
its articulate capture of a place and time, For the 
perfect song in every scene Putp Fiction would be 
on top of the pile and for defining a whoLe genre 
of movies in a few notes Elmer Bernstein’s theme 
to The Magnificent Seven takes some beating. 

For gauging the essence of gritty fiLm noir Vangelis 
wouLd get my nod for Blade Runner , for sheer pace 
and colour to match the screenpLay, it would have 
to be Fifth Element , and for making me blub like 
a girl It would be the incredible sound and score of 
Last of the Mohicans (Randy Edelman), As a wild 
card outsider, I would throw in 200/; A Space 
Odyssey, as its mix of a classical score and silence 
is so dumb-foundingly poignant. 

Top of my gong list for Best Sound 
of all time would be The Empire 
Stf/kes Back. While there’s no song in it 
you could sing in the shower, John Williams’ 
Wagnerian score and George Lucas’ superbly 
engineered effects are a heavenly aural feast. 

The dialogue, score, effects, ambience, clarity and 
mixing, combine to form something much greater 
than the sum of the parts. If I ever tire of that film 
it will be time to turn off my amplifiers and 
subwoofers for the very last time. 

But what of the 2010 Academy Awards? 
Summing up all the nominees from the 
Academy's four sound categories, which film 
would have won Best Sound category had there 
been one? Sfar Trek by a country mile 

For more of Richard Stevenson's great ideas log on to 
wwW'homecinemachoice. com/poin ts_of_view 


ILLUSTRATION; BYTE KURA. MAEVA 
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Cinema with a licence to thrill 



In the same way that film makers go to great lengths to create spectacular, unforgettable movies, 
DSE invests all of its effort and expertise to ensure that your new home cinema is a sure-fire block¬ 
buster. 


This means sensational sound and vision for captivating movies, games and TV, and a complete design, 
which balances the best use of precious space with excellent decor to endow a stunning room with the 
perfect ambience. 

Whatever your taste and wherever the space, we'll help you to find a home for the ultimate HD enter¬ 
tainment experience!To find out more please call 0191 491 4141 



CUSTOM 


Supported and supplied by CSECUSTOM 
www.csecustom.com 


2nd Floor 530 Durham Road 
Low Fell, Gateshead NE9 6HU 

info@dsegroup.co.uk 

www.dsegroup.co.uk 


dse 

group 
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DVD ADDICT 


Worryingly, The Beek has had an epiphany. The last time this happened 

he bought himself a Sega Dreamcast 


M y recent rant about getting hold of review 
discs from certain studios (HCC #180 
for new readers and those with short¬ 
term memory problems), got me thinking about 
the very nature of the coverage that we give to 
software in these pages - and what I believe we 
should be offering to you, our wonderful readers. 

You see, my education, prior to entering the real 
world via the medium of print journalism, was in 
the fine art of Film Criticism. Which is all to do 
with the academic application of psychoanalytic 
readings to movies; the explorations of subtexts, 
metatexts, mise-en-scene and all that hlgh-falutin* 
stuff. And I stilL believe this is the primary purpose 
of any film critic. They shouLd analyse and 
contextuaLise a film, rather than just acting Like 
a rent-a-quote hack dishing out soundbites, like 
‘the most explosive movie you’ll see ail year 1 , in 
the hope of seeing their name on a movie poster 
You’lL begLad to know that I don’t think serious 
fiLm criticism of this kind has any pLace in HCC. 

We don't want to start boring you to death 
with, for instance, a painstaking anaLysis of how 

Revenge of the Sith was a critique 
of the war in Iraq and the 
dismantling of democratic principles 
in the US. But should there be any commentary 
at all on the q uality of the f i Im itself i n any of our 
software reviews? 


actually does 
believe Revenge of 
the Sith was a 
critique of the war 
in Iraq. And we 
just thought it was 
an advert for toys 
D'oh! 



A wild stab in the dark 

The enjoyment of a fiLm is all down to taste, 
and that’s not something you can measure in 
any meaningful empirical way, or second guess. 
Hell, I might get all hoity-toity about some movies, 
but that doesn’t mean that I don't Like 80s 
slashers like Friday the 13th: Part III. Similarly, 
someone reading this article must have enjoyed 
Transformers: Revenge of the Fallen - presumably 


because you’re the kind of person who likes 
watching sLo-mo shots of young women bending 
over accompanied by explosions in your surround 
speakers and in your trouser department. 

But who are we to say who is right or wrong 
in their personal taste? 

When it comes to the main hardware side 
of this mag it's much easier. HCC has spent 
millions of pounds (well, a few quid, certainly) 
and thousands of hours (a few wet afternoons at 
Least) on building up a serious bank of technical 
gizmos and doohickeys that can be hooked up to 
a new TV or amplifier and provide you with cold 
hard facts about what they're actuaLly capable 
of doing. Each reviewer has his own subjective 
opinion to add, but it’s all backed up by SCIENCE 
- which, as well all know, is never ever wrong. 

However, despite putting the hours in. we’ve 
been unable to do the same to measure the 
quality of a film. So, when it comes to reviewing 
DVDs and BLu-raysthat contain films or shows 
you have probably already seen, and aLready 
have your own opinion about, does it matter 
what our personal taste is? Could you couLd 
care Less whether we gave Transformers 2 
one-out-of-five for the film? 

My solution to this is very simple: we stop 
passing judgement on the film/show at all. 

This means we can get rid of the scoring grade 
for this aspect (honestLy, what the hell does 
three-out-of-five fora film reaLly mean?) and 
spend all of our time telLing you about what 
you really want to know - how the transfer 
measures up, whether or not they’ve buggered 
up the audio, and if any of the hundreds of extras 
clogging up the disc are actuaLly worth wasting 
your time with 

is The Beek right? Or do you want to know the personal movie 
tastes of Team HCC ? Let us know: email hcc@futurenetco.uk 
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YSP4100 Digital Surround Projector 


Surround yourself 
with sound, not wires: 

it could only be Yamaha 


In a single, discrete unit, multiple speakers, each controlled by intelligent 
amplifiers and DSP, projecting beams of sound onto walls, floors and ceilings to 
create a totally convincing, three-dimensional audio picture. 

Easy to install with IntelliBeam automated calibration and no visible wiring or 
redecorating needed, ifs the surround system your home would choose. 

Discover more at uk.yamaha.com 


au-hi-fi 


Vovferad by Husic 


CINEMA^ J 
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TECH TANTRUM 


Like some sort of technological mole, Barry Fox continues to burrow deep 
into the controversy surrounding 3D Blu-rays and lossless hi-res audio 


This cu rrent 
version of H 
fffestiHthel.3 
model. We’ll be 
firmware- 
updating Barry to 
the new 1.4 spec in 
the near future 



A while ago, HCC blew the whistle and 
warned that existing AV amplifiers and 
receivers will fall over when used with new 
3D Blu-ray pLayers and 3DTVs. With one notabLe 
exception - Panasonic - the industry has been 
shamefulLy sLow to pick up on this. 

The HDMI standard for 3D connection, version 
1.4, was set in May 2009, and lets a 3D player, 
game or satellite receiver send control signals 
to a 3DTV set. Broadcasters complained that 
they had not been consulted so - on the eve of 
Christmas - HDMI set a modified vl.4 standard, 
unofficially known as vl.4a. This should let a new 
Full HD 3DTV set with HDMI vl.4 connectors 
self-adjust to whatever 2D or 3D BLu-ray movie, 
game or broadcast it is fed. 

The problem is that existing AVRs only have 
vl.3 connectors and won’t be able to pass the 
vl.4 control codes through to a TV, At best 
the TV will have to be manually adjusted, 
sometimes between different sequences of 
the same movie, game or broadcast. At worst 
the TV will default to 2D. If the AVR is bypassed 
and the 3D signal fed direct to the 3D TV, 
high-resoLution audio will be lost - although 
HDMI vl.4 has an audio ’return path”, which lets 
a TV send digital audio back to an AV amp, the 
quality is Limited to bog-standard Dolby or DTS 
over coaxial or optical. 

So, will vl.3 AVRs be upgradeable to vl,4? 

It looks unlikely. I talked to Steve Venuti, who 
heads up the HDMI Licensing Organisation in 
California, and his admission was: A lot of issues 
are device-dependent and we don’t know enough 
yet. So we have sent an engineer to Japan to 
talk to manufacturers. 1 

Halfway house 

To preserve compatibility with existing HD 
receivers, broadcast 3D from stations like Sky will 
send only ‘half-resolution’ HD to each eye. The left 


and right images are squeezed, usually side-by- 
side, into an ordinary picture frame. So, with a bit 
of luck, most existing HDMI vl.3 AVRs will pass a 
broadcast 3D signal to a 3DTV without problems. 

Venuti explains: The AVR doesn't know it’s 
a L/R 3D signal, doesn't understand and doesn't 
care. The TV may have to be set up manually, 
but we think that most vl.3 AVRs can be 
firmware-upgraded to let them understand 
when a broadcast signal is 3D. 5 

But the Blu-ray situation is completely 
different,' he warns. ’BD 3D packs two FuLL HD 
frames into a single picture frame that is much 
bigger than an ordinary BD picture frame. 

The video and audio data stream wilL be 
completely different. AVRs won't be able to 
recognise what comes out of the 3D player. 

They won’t have seen anything Like it before. 
They won’t understand the data 
structure and they won’t know what 
to do with it. They’ll have no clue: 

Adds Venuti: 'Some AVRs wiLL be upgradeable. 
Some not, It will depend on their hardware. We 
just don’t know which ones yet... It’s a new frontier 
and I never knew there could be so many arrows 
on a frontier. It's alL happening so quickLy.' 

Panasonic’s elegant solution to this mess is 
to fit its new 3D Blu-ray player with two separate 
HDMI outputs, one vl.4 for video to a 3DTV, 
and one vl.3 for audio to an existing new AVR. 

So I asked Sony how its new BD player, with 
only one HDMI output, can be used with an 
existing AVR. The absurd answer I got was: 
’Consumers wilL need to use an amplifier that 
has a 3D pass built-in, in order to view 3D content 
via the BLu-ray player.’ 

Pardon me? How many existing AVRs will have 
a button marked '3D pass’? It makes me wonder 
what Sony’s been smoking... 

Are you confused by the changing HDMI specifications? 

Let us know: email bcc@futurenetco.uk 
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20 THE WORLD OF AV 


Tech diary 

The world of AV and film changes 
fast. HCC's calendar is here 
to make sure you don't miss out 



Call girl: 

The sci-fi 
thriller The 
Box hits 
DVD and 
BD on 
April 19 



The Descent Part 2 

Horror heads 
underground again, 
when this sequel about 
a subterranean world 
of flesh-eating monsters 
makes its debut UK 
DVD and Blu-ray debut 
this Monday 

www.thedeseent2.eo.uk 



Cemetery Junction 

Co-written and directed 
by Ricky Gervais and 
Stephen Merchant, could 
this coming of age 
comedy set in 70s 
England finally give the 
comedian the box office 
hit he’s chasing? Find 
out when It hits UK 
cinemas today 




Today sees the UK OVD 
and BD release of this 
Richard ‘Donnie Dark o’ 
Kelly-written and 
directed sci-fi thriller 
based on a short story by 
Richard Matheson, Could 
it be another cult hit? 


Happy Birthday! 

TV presenter-turned- 
glamour model-turned- 
actress Carmen Electra 
turns 38 today. 
Congratulations 
Carmen... but please, 
please, please stop 
making those awful 
movie spoofs 


□new Barrymore directs 
and stars alongside Ellen 
(Juno)Pagein this tale of 
agirl whogetsanew 
lease of life taking up the 
— sport roller derby. 
It skates into your 
local cinema today 

www.foxsearchtlght, 
cam/wfolpit 


CopOut 

Fanboy favourite Kevin 
Smith tries his hand at 
directing a film written by 
somebody else with this 
foul-mouthed buddy 
movie starring Bruce 
Willis and Tracey Moigan. 
At UK cinemas from 
this Friday 

www.cDpDutmov3e.com 


□n this day in 1509. Henry 
VII I ascended the English 
throne following the 
death of his father, Henry 
VII. So why not mark the 
occasion by revisiting the 
first three seasons of the 
superb historical ramp 
The Tudors on Blu-ray 


This showcase for new 
talent and home-grown 
films enters its tenth year, 
hoping to'inspire a new 
generation of filmmakers 
and audiences... and raise 
the profile of London's 


It's the biggest date in 
the AV calendar, as the 
Industry comes together 
in centra l London to f i nd 
out which cutting-edge 
kit will receive a coveted 
Flome Cinema Choice 
Best Buy Award 2010 


n 


Saving Private Ryan 

Steven Spielberg’s WW2 
epic thunders onto 
Blu-ray this month, 
accompanied by 
a thunderous OTS-HD 
MA 5.1 mix and a host 
of extras 



Tech specialists from 
across the continent 
will head to Amsterdam 
today for this executive 
summit on the 
latest research trends in 
digital living 




Today marks the 20th 
anniversary of the death 
of legendary English 
filmmaker and producer 
Alfred Hitchcock. The 
pioneering director 
behind the likes of Psycho 
and Vertigo passed away 
from kidney failure at the 
age of 80 


Your favourite home 
cinema magazine hits 
the stands this Thursday, 
packed to the gills with 
tests, features, 
outspoken opinion 
and full-on software 

5 


Iron Man 2 

The first Iron Man film 
wasaperfectmixof 
action, characterisation 
and humour-so we've 
no reason to expect 
anything less from this 
sequel. HCC will be first in 
line when it hits UK 
cinemas today 
www.irionmflmTKrvfe.com 



The region's only trade 
event dedicated to 
professional AV, 
smarthomes and system 
integration runs from 
now until April 20 at the 
Dubai International 
Exhibition Centre 




24 % 

Centurion 

Opening on the same day 
as the HCC Awards take 
place, well all be rushing 
to the local cinema this 
Saturday to this brilliant¬ 
sounding Roman-era 
homage to the classic 
70s flick The k^frfers 



On this date In 1939, DC 
Comics published the 
landmark #27of 
Detective Comics - now 
famous for marking the 
debut of popular 
superhero Batman 
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Don't take a chance. Choose 1&1 and have a 



1&1 HOME PACKAGE 


1&1 DOMAINS SPECIAL 


"I needed a website for our jt 
French holiday cottage so people 
interested in renting it could see 
pictures and information before 
they book. 1&1's package included 
everything I needed and made the 
whole process really easy." 


Christopher Evans, 
www.provenceholidaycottage.co.uk 


(12 pages included) 

11&1 DynamkSiteCreator 
(12 pages included) 

1 1&1 Blog 


£ 4 


.99 


per month* 


The complete solution for your perfect website: 

■ 1 .uk Domain INCLUDED ■ 1&1 Photo Gallery 

■ NEW: S GB Web Space ■ 1&1 easyShop 

■ UNLIMITED Traffic ■ 1&1 WebStatistics 

■ 400IMAP/P0P3 E-mail Accounts ■ Search Engine OptimisationTools 

■ 1&1 WeblVIail 

■ 1&1 WebsiteBuilder 


Make your website stand out from 
the crowd with a personalised 
website address. 


I 5 Subdomains Included 
I DNS Management 


.com £ 5” 



99.99% Uptime 
Guarantee! 


money 60 Day Money Back 
oSuSin Guarantee!* 

mwwtrr 


Secure 24/7 Express 

Data Centres! Support! 


Go to www.1and1.co.uk for many other fantastic offers. 

* Terms and Conditions apply, please see website for further details. Domain special offer available for a limited time only. 


united 

internet 


call 0871 641 21 21 


or visit us now 


Calls cost 6p per minute from a BT land! me, calls 
from other operators and mobiles maybe higher. 

www.landl.co.uk 


l&l 
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22 TOKYO, JAPAN 


The art of 


autn 



Steve May visits a Blu-ray authoring house with 
audiophile DNA, and a growing predilection for 3D 


A: Shiho Inazawa from 
O-Tec, Japan's leading 
post-production house 
B: FORS stands for 
Faithful Original 
Signal, an audiophile 
approach to disc 
authoring C; Ever/ 
FORS unit is over¬ 
engineered for perfect 
signal integrity 
D: As HCC visited, 
another Kurosawa 
classic was running 
through the system 
E: 0-Tec is pioneering 
2D to 3D conversion 


W hile most of us wilL strive to buy 
and build the best possibLe AV 
systems we can, to squeeze 
what the director intended 1 from our 
movie collection, we probably don't give 
too much thought to the disc authors 
responsible for our media. There’s an 
assumption that all authoring is much of 
a muchness. However, that’s far from the truth. 
Innovation and inspiration abounds if you know 
whereto look. 

Over the past year, HCC has visited Panasonic’s 
own Hollywood Labs operation in Los Angeles 
(responsible for developing the MVC codec now 
being used to produce 3D Blu-ray movies) and 
taken an in-depth look at the restoration work 
done on titles as diverse as Woodstock and Dad's 
Army (HCC #171 ) s and The Red Shoes (HCC #173), 
More recently, we went behind the scenes 
at Q-Tec, an authoring house that takes a 
reassuringly audiophile approach to authoring. 

Q-Tec bills itself as Japan's Leading post¬ 
production house' and is quite unlike any other 
facility we've visited. It's adopted for its replication 
hardware the same philosophy that high-end AV 



companies apply to their playback components. 
Q-Tec r s boffins believe that if you buiLd the best 
hardware, you’ll, be rewarded with the best 
reproduction - and it all stems from a lengthy 
relationship with Local neighbours Pioneer and 
the sonic extremists at audiophiLe subsidiary TAD. 

Home dnephiieswith long memories will recaLl 
that in the heyday of LaserDisc, Pioneer ran its 
own software label. And at the heart of its Laser 
Disc Corporation (LDC) operation was what has 
become Q-Tec. The days of Pioneer LaserDisc are 
obviousLy now long gone, but the AV-centriC 
hardware ethic it inherited from 
Pioneer still runs through Q-Tec’s 
post-production DNA: which is why, 
for Japanese movie studios, it's become the place 
to go for restoration and conversion services. 
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I visited Q-Tee's studio facility in Akasaka, 
Tokyo, and discovered it has instigated a unique 
approach to post-product ion and restoration, 
using original technology dubbed Faithful Original 
Signal (or FGRS for short). 

The audio quaLity of video media is not always 
good; Shiho Inazawa, Q-Tec’s media soLution 
manager, told me, 'So we researched why that 
may be the case and, with the help of Pioneer's 
engineers, discovered evidence of deterioration 
of the digital audio waveform when conventional 
authoring equipment is used. So we developed 
FORS - it's designed to maximise the audio 
potential of movies and music released 
on Blu-ray,' 

Over-engineered to an astonishing degree, 
FORS 1 digital signal processors are packed with 
high-grade components. Proprietary sound 
processors and audio-video encoders are used to 
optimise the original digital signal, and banks of 
them are used to process material for BD release. 
Most recently, the system has been entrusted with 
bringing the back-catalogue of legendary 
Japanese auteur Akira Kurosawa to Blu-ray. 

Other high-grade restoration work is ongoing. 

Q-Tec's facility is a veritable playground for 
video editing geeks. Its suites bristle with Quantel 
editing systems and familiar names from the 
creative community, including Autodesk and AVID, 
But for all that, it's Q-Tec's own hardware which 
is most fascinating. 



ACCESS ALL AREAS 23 




'We share the same philosophy as TAD,' 
Inazawa expLains. 'We embrace the approach 
of the high-end audio equipment maker, from 
telecine to encoding. All our system components 
are upgraded to be the best available. FORS 1 main 
aim is simply to reproduce the audio exactly as 
it appears on the original master, 1 
To demonstrate the fidelity that is 
achievable, Q-Tec plays sequences from live 
classical recordings made by NFfK. The result 
sends chills down the spine. 

Creating a 3D world 

But Q-Tec isn't just about high-fidelity audio. 
Increasingly, its engineers are becoming 
preoccupied with 3D. In the last two years, 
the company opened both 3D grading and 
viewing rooms equipped with a variety 
of projection/evaluation gear. 

Quantel iQ and Pablo systems with 
stereoscopic extras feed into one of two NEC 
Digital Cinema projectors, firing through a ReaLD 
Z-screen polarizing filter at a Harkness Silver 
Screen. Standard RealD polarising glasses are 
used to view the material. A flick of a switch and 
the Silver Screen goes up and a Stewart white 
screen comes out of hiding. The RealD Z-screen 
is moved out of the light path of the projectors 
and is replaced with an XpanD system, which uses 
an IR transmitter to sync frame sequential video 
(3D Blu-ray style) with Active Shutter glasses. 

The cutting edge of Q-Tec's 3D work revoLves 
around 2D-to-3D conversions, using tools 
developed with partners Mercury Inc. 

While some TVs are coming to market with 
on-the-fly 2D-to-3D, IVe yet to see a convincing 
implementation. For a real 2D conversion, skill and 
processing power in equal measure are required, 
I'm shown an action sequence from an anime 
release in 3D. It's dynamic and exciting on 
the big screen, with plenty of out-of-frame 
3D moments. The sequence then plays 
again, in original ‘flat-o-vislon*. It's 
remarkabLe how staid it Looks in 
comparison, but I'm told that this 2D version 
is how it was originaLly conceived and shot. 

There's an irony to what Q-Tec is doing: 
expending great energy in creating authoring 
systems designed to squeeze the absolute 
best from source material, and 
then simultaneously pioneering 
2D-to-3D conversions of existing 
movie and TV material 
- essentially a modern update 
on the colourization fad that 
swept across old black-and- 
white titles a while back. 

But as I'm shown yet more demo 
material - and again become 
awestruck by the dimensionalisation 
achieved - it makes me wonder. Both 
dramatic and subtLe in equaL measure, 
the work indicates that years of classic 
movie material couLd be heading for a new 
lease of Life in 3D. Before visiting Q-Tec that 
prospect would probably have made me 
shudder. Now, I'm conflicted. Flow could 
something so wrong feel so right? 


Faithful: A Japanese Blu-ray 
set of Kurosawa classics went 
through the FORS system. 
'We long for a chance to use 
FORS on some UK origin 
projects, too/ says Inazawa 


Birthday bay: 2010 is the 
100th anniversary of 
legendary Japanese 
director Akira Kurosawa, 
so what better time to reissue 
his rich and influential 
back-catalogue in hi-def 
on Blu-ray? 
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imagination redefined 



flickr 


Imagine what you might see Inside the new Sony internet tv. 
With a range of online content this Is more than just a tv, It’s 
an experience designed to spark your curiosity. If you love 
music videos, watch them on YouTube'"- on your tv. If you love 
social networking, enjoy real-time updates from Facebook 
and Twitter”- on your tv. With a new monolithic design, Sony 
internet tv is imagination redefined. From television redefined. 

sony.co.uk 


fiowns.ni 
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Are you 
ready 
forthe^ 


With the World Cup fast approaching, we gave 
fervent footy-fan Rik Henderson a budget of 
£5,000 to put together the best soccer-centric home 
cinema system. This is what he came up with... 
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WORLD CUP COUNTDOWN 


F or many, the FIFA World Cup simply equates 
to a bunch of sweaty bLokes kicking the 
bejeezus out of a solitary pig s gut (or 
plastic equivalent) for an entire Summer month. 
There’s little respite, with football matches taking 
pride of place on the Beeb and I TV nigh-on every 
night. Indeed, for many soccer-abstainees - and 
the Scottish - it’s positively ghastly. 

However, for the rest of us, it's a jolly jamboree. 
A time when all football fans can stand side-by- 
side with one voice, screeching at the top of their 
lungs, tome on [insert nation of choice]' and the 
referee is a student of onani sm 1 . It's a time of great 
celebration (until the quarter-finals, anyway). And 
what better way to celebrate than to watch it in 
style at home with a few mates. 

Certainly, home AV technology has moved on 
leaps and bounds since the last event in Germany, 
as have filming techniques and broadcast 
formats. The action may have been shot in 



high-definition in 2006, but only Virgin Media 
(then ntL Telewest) customers, or those on the 
limited HD triaLs, were beneficiaries. 

This time, though, the entire country can watch 
the whole shebang in hi-def, via BBC HD and 
ITV HD on a multitude of free and paid-for TV 
platforms. And, with Dolby Digital surround, it’ll 
sound great, to boot. Now all you need is a 
system that makes the most of it, an entire 
home cinema finely-tuned specifically to 
enjoy the footy festivities. 

That would be a simple exercise given 
limitless funds, but I've been tasked to put 
one together on a mere £5,000 budget, 
and instructed to keep things on a 
realistic and sensible level. A whole 
home cinema system for five-grand? 1 you 
might cry. So did I, However, IVe actually 
managed to come up with an outstanding 
package. And almost on budget..,. 


LION 
ND 

Zakunni is the 
official mascot 
of the 2010 
World Cup 




PROJECTOR & SCREEN 

Why settle for j ust a TV when it 
comes to bigscreen football action? True 
home cinema means projector and screen 
and if you've got your friends around, you 
don’t want them clambering over each 
other to see the matches on a tiddLy telly. 

Adding a PJ and decent-sized screen to 
the setup is an obvious decision. 

Convenience is clearly important. This 
system has to be suitable for most living 
rooms, so I favour the pull-down variety, 
one that can be mounted on the ceiling 
for occasional use. Mounting the projector, 
however, may be out of the question, and 
bringing it out for specific matches and 
other events could be the only option. 

A short-throw lens, then, is a must - it can 
be pLaced on a coffee table. 

Considering the options, my choices 
for both pieces of kit come from the 
same manufacturer, Optoma, and are, 
specifically, the HD20 FuLL HD projector 
and DS-9G84PMG+ pull-down screen. 

The HD20 represents amazing value at 

£900 - I could easily have blown my entire J_ 

budgetonal080pprojectoralone.lt has an 
extremely impressive array of features, including 
a 16:9 Full HD DLP chipset, six-segment 
colourwheel, two HDMt vl.3 inputs, and an HCC 
Tech Labs-tested contrast ratio of over 1,000:1 
( which is impressive for under a grand). It also 


has a Bright mode so that you can get a decent 
picture with a fair amount of ambient Light 
- ideal for WorLd Cup parties. 

Most importantly, the HD20 has the 
aforementioned short-throw lens. In fact, one 
of its caveats is its inability to focus from a great 
distance, so it’ll need to be placed closer to the 
screen anyway. Job’s a good’un. 

The screen of choice is the company's 
£120 Panoview D5-9Q84PMG+* 
an 84in 16:9 matte white pLatter 
perfectly suited to a veritabLe footy 
feast. It features a manuaL 
pull-down system with SelfLock 
and controlled screen return. And 
with a Gain of 1.0, it will ensure that 
the green grass is exactly that. 


Dream screen; While it 
would ve been possible to 
find an unfurled fixed screen 
for the budget, Optoma s 
pull-down Panoview 
DS-9084PMG+ is tetter suited 
for a living room environment 


Near sighted: Its short-throw 
lens affords the Optoma 
HD20 [left] great portability 


















Of course, you won’t want to wheel the 
projector out every time there’s a match on, and 
catching up on the highlights and other ancillary 
shows on an 84in display would be a tad 
excessive. Therefore, a TV is a must for a 
complete system. And while I could've pLumped 
for second best - a cheap (ish) LCD TV, for 
instance - I’ve taken into consideration that this 
specific piece of kit will be the heart of the 
system for a long time after the final whistle... 
Now, as the tournament isn't being 
broadcast in 3D, a 3DTV won't be necessary. 
That's why I’ve chosen Samsung’s UE32C6530, 
which features the company’s amazing 
side-firing LED backlight (as seen on the 


40C7000 series we reviewed last issue). And 
while there's no 3D, this 32in set does, however, 
come with a features list as long as Peter Crouch’s 
arm, including the manufacturer's proprietary and 
impressive app system, lntemet@TV. It s also as 
slim as they come, with a mere 27mm waistline, 
so it's ideal for wall-mounting behind the 
projection screen's drop zone. 

Lastly, it comes with 100Hz Motion Plus 
technology, ensuring that the sports action is 
super smooth. At £900, it doesn't come cheap, 
especially for a 32incher, but it's 
a great indulgence 
that I just 
couldn't 
resist. 


GAME ON 

The official World 
Cup videogame is 
on its way 


Be 3D-ready: Samsung's 
BD-C69O0 is futu rep roofed 
with its 3D-capabilities 


DIGITAL TV RECEIVER 

With FIFA’s tournament being shown in high-definition, you 
won't want to stick with a generic Freeview tuner, and while 
the Samsung TV has a Freeview HD tuner in it as standard, the 
projector most certainly doesn’t. You will need a source for Full 
HD football craziness, and they don’t currently come better than 
Humax’s HD-Fox T2. 

It may be pricey for a set-top box, costing £180, but 
remember that you won't need to take out a subscription to 
Sky+HD or Virgin Media's V+HD service. Admittedly, those 
pLatforms offer a far greater choice of HD content, but as it's just 
the World Cup that we care about here, the box’s ability to play 
both BBC HD and ITV HD is all that's important 

The HD-Fox T2 also has other talents, such as media 
streaming over a home network (wired via its Ethernet port), 
so you can also feed it footage of World Cups gone by. 


BLU-RAY PLAYER _ 

You may wonder why a Blu-ray player is even 
included in this system. After all, it won't be needed when the 
matches are on. But the true fan won t be satisfied with just the 
TV coverage, they'll require non-stop goal action, and with All 
The Goals of Germany 2006 available on Blu-ray, that’s exactly 
what they can have. Undoubtedly, this tournament will aLso be 
BD-bound, so you can reminisce over every wince-worthy tackle. 

Also, let’s face it, a home cinema wouldn't be a home cinema 
without a disc-spinner. And by choosing Samsung's BD-C6900, 

I reckon rm onto a winner. It stretches my budget slightly with its 
£350 price tag, but is as futureproof as they come. You see, I may 
not have plumped for a 3DTV, but I have decided to throw a 3D 
BD deck into the mix. 

The BD-C69G0 is capable of playing standard BLu-raysand 
DVDs, obviously, but it's also compatible with a whole host of 
different video formats, such as HD MKV and XviD files. It is also 
a capable media streamer, and features in-built Wi-Fi to hook 
up to your home network with the minimum of fuss. It’s the 
3D functionality that is clearly its most tantalising feature, 
though, and I thought I’d treat this system to a head start 
on what is, potentially, the next evolution for AV, 
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LED Boots: The Samsung 
UE32C6530's 100Hz Motion 
Plus processing makes footy 
action move smoothly 
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SPEAKER PACKAGE 

The many talents of the Onkyo AV receiver 
(featured right) make it easier to find a 
speaker package to suit. We're restricted by 
price somewhat, but that doesn't mean we 
should expect anything Less than excellence. 

That’s why KEF turns my head, and 
specifically the company's long-standing, 
superbly-detailed *egg’ speakers. Thankfully, 
the specialist has an entire home theatre 
system that is made up of its superb 
HTS3001SE satellites, centre and 250W 
subwoofer, so it makes the composition of 
the package easy to settle on. Also, you can 
buy the sats separately, so I’ve added two 
of them to provide the extra fronts needed 
for the height channels of Dolby Pro-Logic 
llz, or extra width of Audyssey DSX. 

With those taken into account, the cost 
for this set stands at £1,500 - a bargain 
considering the amount of definition and 
cLarity the system is capable of, and the 
aesthetics of the surrounds. They'll 
certainly please the wife, even if the month 
of un ex purgated football action doesn’t... 


AV RECEIVER 

Choosing an AV receiver is one of the hardest 
jobs. It shouldn't be too expensive, for fear of 
blowing the budget too wide, but should be 
no slouch either. HD visuals may be of great 
import, but the sonics should match and, 
indeed, give an overall impression of being 
at the tournament itself, in short, it needs to 
have an alL-round, bombastic performance for 
a sensibLe price. 

U p steps Onkyo, with Its £1,000 
TX-NR1007. A lighter sibling of the high-end 
3007 and 5007 receivers reviewed in HCC 
recently, the 9.2-channel 1007 still packs in 
THX Ultra2 Plus-certification, ISF-calibration 
controls, video upscaling to 1080p (which will 
upconvert the lOBOi HD broadcasts better 
than the Humax's onboard chipset), six HDMI 
vl.3a inputs, two HDMI outs, and a quoted 
power of 180 W per channel 

But the main reason I’ve chosen it for this 
WorLd Cup-inspired setup is its on-board 
Audyssey DSX and Dolby Pro-Logic llz 
decoding. Both of these audio formats utilise 
extra front channels, creating a greater facing 
soundstage and, therefore, blasting you and 
your friends with a cacophony of 
emotion. Woof I 
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GAMES CONSOLE 

Finally, IVe decided to add a games console to 
the mix. While the system would be complete 
without one, Electronic Arts is to release the 
official FIFA World Cup 2010 South Africa game, 
and this system has a Full HD projector with 
an 84in screen begging to be covered with top 
extracurricular activity. 

The consoLe of choice is an Xbox 
360 Elite. Blu-ray pLaying duties are 
handled eLsewhere, so a PLayStation 
3 isn’t specifically needed, and I’m 
happy to be an HD snob in this 
instance, so an SD Wii is out of the 
question. Any true gamer will also tell 
you that Microsoft’s machine is 


QXBCft 360 




number one for pure games-pLaying, 
so that’s good enough for me. 

E As game, too, promises to be 
the best of the software company’s 
FIFA-licensed series yet. And seeing 
as this franchise has overtaken 

Evolution Soccer as the number 
one football gaming 
experience, both 
critically and in sales, 
you can be sure that the 
version for this year’s 
WorLd Cup will hit every 
right note 


So that’s it! In conclusion, this is 
the complete setup I’ve put 
together (in alphabetical order): 
Humax HD-Fox T2 Freeview HD 
receiver - £180 (approx) 

KEF KHT3005SE + 2X extra 
satellites 71 speaker package 

- £1,500 (approx) 

Onkyo TX-NR10 07 AV receiver 
-£1,000 (approx) 

Optoma DS-9084PMG+ 

pull-down projection screen 
-£120 (approx) 

Optoma HD201080p projector 
-£900 (approx) 

Samsung BD-C690G 3D Blu-ray 
player-£350 (approx) 

Samsung UE32C6530 LED TV 
-£900 (approx) 

Xbox 360 Elite games console 

- £190 (approx) 

Official FIFA World Cup 2010 
South Africa game - £50 
(approx) 

Some system. Cm sure 
you’ll agree, and each 
piece of kit 
complements 
another. There’s 
only one problem, 
IVe gone horribly 
over budget.. 

£190 over budget, 
In fact. 

I could cut some 
_ cornersto be under 

£5,000, such as not adding 
the extra satellites to the KEF 
speaker package, or by choosing 
a cheaper TV or AV receiver, but 
that would be to the detriment 
of performance. Flowever, 
my escape route is that these 
are prices quoted by the 
manufacturers, and you're more 
than likely to find many of the 
items discounted on the 'net or 
in the high street. Plus, I’ve 
managed to put together an 
entire fully-fledged home 
cinema system for the cost of a 
Premium Economy return flight 
ticket to South Africa, hotel 
accommodation for the month, 
and entry to the World Cup Final 

- not including beers, I think I 
deserve to be cut some slack. 


GET 

THE LOT 

Turn the page 
for our amazing 
competition to 

win it all... 


... 
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WORLD CUP COUNTDOWN 

pnnHnnH 




I Com pet i 

Now you can win 


tion 


mm 


I t r sthe ideal home cinema for watching the WorLd Cup and 
thanks to Electronic Arts (for the console and game), Humax, 
KEF, Onkyo, Optoma and Samsung, you can win the Lot just in 
time for the big kick off. 

Yep, this entire custom-created home cinema system, worth 
£5,190, couLd be yours if you answer the following question. The 
first correct entry drawn after the closing date will win its author 
the whole shebang. That’s a 32 in LED TV, 3D Blu-ray deck, 1080p 
projector, pull-down screen, 9,2 THX-certified AV receiver, 7,1 
speaker package, Freeview HD set-top box, and an Xbox 360 Elite 
console with the official WorLd Cup game to play on it Phew! 


Which nation has won the FIFA World Cup the most often? 

A: Germany 
B: Italy 
C: Brazil 
D: Argentina 

Now text HCCFOOTY, space and your answer A, B, C, or D 
(ie HCCFOOTY B if you think Italy) followed by your name and 
address to 87474 for a chance to win. Texts cost 50p pLus your 
standard network tariff. The closing date for entries is 15/05/10. 
To enter for free, visit www.futurecomps,co.uk/hccfooty 


The small print: By taking part in a Competition, you agree to be bound by the Competition Rules which are summarised below but can be viewed in full at 
www.futureTCS.com, Late or incomplete entries will be disqualified. Proof of posting (if relevant) shall not be deemed proof of delivery. Entries must be submitted by an 
individual (not via any agency or similar) and, unless otherwise stated, are Limited to one per household. The Company reserves the right in its sole discretion to substitute 
any prize with cash or a prize of comparable value. Unless otherwise stated, the Competition Isopen to allGB residents of IS years and over, except employees of Future 
Publishing and any party involved in the competition or their households. By entering a Competition you give permission to use your name, likeness and personal 
information in connection with the Competition and for promotional purposes. All entries will become the property of the Company upon receipt and will not be returned. 
You warrant that the Competition entry is entirely your own work and not copied or adapted from any other source. If you are a winner, you may have to provide additional 
information. Details of winners will be available on request within three months of the closing date, if you are a winner, receipt by you of any prize is conditional upon you 
complying with (amongst other things) the Competition Rules. You acknowledge and agree that neither the Company nor any associated third f 
liability to you In connection with your use and/or possession of your prize. 


J parties shall have any 
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Bowers&Wilkins 



Fall back in love 
with music 


CM Series. Imagine sound so detailed, so 
startlingly lifelike, that you feel as though you could 
reach out and touch it. That’s what happens with 
a CM Series speaker Each is packed with high- 
performance technologies made famous by our 
reference-standard 800 Series. It’ll bring you closer 
to the music you love than you everthought possible. 
Listen and you’ll see. 


Find out more about the CM Series at 

www.bowers-wil ki ns. co.u k 
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32 ROBERT DOWNEY JR 
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Anton van 
Beek worships 
at the feet of Iron 
Man himself 


Comeback king 



Elementary: 

Downey Jr. as 
super-sleuth 
Sherlock 
Holmes 


I n April 2001, while on parole for possession of 
cocaine and VaLium, Robert Downey Jr. was 
found wandering barefoot in Culver City, and 
was arrested again for suspicion of being under 
the influence of drugs. The actor was quickly 
written out of the hit TV series AllyMcBeal, 
dropped from the high-profile rom-com America s 
Sweethearts and faced the possibility of serious 
jail time. Speculation was rampant throughout 
Hollywood that this latest arrest would end the 
career of this gifted, yet dearly troubLed, Academy 
Award-nominated actor. 

Thankfully, it wasn't to be. After five years of 
substance abuse, Robert Downey Jr. turned his life 
around with the aid of meditation, rehab, yoga 
and even Wing Chun Kung Fu, By 2003 he was 
back on the big screen, thanks to his good friend 
Mel Gibson (the two had met while filming Air 
America ) who paid the actor’s insurance bond 
for his HoLlywood remake of The Singing Detective. 

Okay, so the film wasn't that good, and neither 
was his next project Gothika - but at Least 
the actor was putting in the effort and often 
outshining his co-stars. What really mattered was 
that Downey Jr had made the first steps in what 
has become an astonishing career comeback, And 


since 2005 he's been on a spectacuLar roll, rising 
up through the Hollywood ranks via exceptional 
performances in indie projects Like A Scanner 
Darkly and Good Night r and Good Luck and 
taking leading roles in the kind of Hollywood 
blockbusters (iron Man, Sherlock Holmes) that 
he was never even considered for before his 
trouble with the law. 

Thunderstruck 

Suddenly it seems like Downey Jr. is everywhere. 

A few years after it was rumoured that his career 
was dead, the actor is back and better than ever, 
being showered with award nominations 
(including a Best Actor in a Supporting Role 
Academy Award nom for Tropic Thunder) and 
even making it into third place in the Artists and 
Entertainers category in Time magazine’s 2008 
list of the most influential peopLe. 

With Iron Man 2 hitting cinemas on April 30 and 
his recent smash hit Sherlock Holmes sleuthing 
onto DVD and BLu-ray, On-Demand and Digital 
Download in the UK on May 17, there’s never been 
a better time to re-evaluate the 25-year career 
of one of Hollywood's leading men, and discover 
the Downey Jr. movies you may have missed 
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Quintessential Robert Downey Jr.. 


Feeling heartless in Iron Man 


Unbreak my heart 

Left for dead, Tony Stark turns to 
his P.A. Pepper Potts to replace the 
life-giving arc reactor in his chest 


Hand on heart 

Mixing high-drama and gross-out 
comedy, Pepper is soon reaching into 
Tony’s chest to find some wires... 


Achy breaky heart 

... only to pull one a little too hard and 
accidentally yank it out, making 
things even worse for Tony. 


My heart will go on 

She gets it right in the end, and so 
ends yet another comedic tour de 
force from RDJ. 


Must own... 



Iron Man 


Paramount-» ALL-region BD 
£30 Approx 

In one of the best pieces of casting ever, 
Robert Downey Jr. plays billionaire 
industriaList/playboy turned hi-tech 
superhero Tony Stark in this fabuLous 
popcorn flick, 

62 , 22 : Tony's first test flight in the 
iron Man armour doesn’t quite go as 
planned - cue a funny and thrilling FX 
showcase that envelops you with its 
Dolby TrueHDSJ audio. 

78 . 32 : Tanks and missile launchers 
are no match for Iron Man in a 
top-notch action sequence. 


A Scanner Darkly 

Warner Home Video -*AU-region BD 
(US Import)-+£16 Approx 

Maybe not the best Philip K Dick 
adaptation, but Richard Linklater s 
rotoscoped animated feature is at least 
the most faithful to his writing. 

And while Keanu Reeves takes centre 
stage in this paranoid sci-fi thriller, it’s 
Downey Jr. who steals the film as his 
hyperactive and shifty friend Barris. 
01 . 00 : Right from the opening shot, 
it’s clear how well this Blu-ray's 
pin-sharp and expertly rendered VC-1 
lOSOp encode handles the unique 
rotoscoped animation. 



Kiss Kiss Bang 
Bang 

Warner Home Video-►All-region BD 
£25 Approx 

A brilliant comedic thriller from Shane 
'Lethal Weapon' Black, with a burglar 
hiding out in LA as an actor (Downey 
Jr.), a gay private eye (VaL Kilmer) and a 
struggling actress (Michelle Monaghan) 
caught up in a bizarre murder mystery. 
One of the most criminally overlooked 
films oftheNoughties. 

86 . 48 : This car-chase and crash is 
a great little action scene. It’s just a 
shame that the Blu-ray doesn't offer 
up the lossless audio you'd hope for. 


Natural Born 
Killers 

Warner Home Video-►All-region BD 
£20 Approx 

Oliver Stone's controversial and OTT 
media satire gave Downey Jr.the 
chance to cut loose as ratings-chasing 
American Maniacs TV show host 
Wayne Gale. Not the most subtle 
performance you’Ll ever see, but that 
doesn't mean it isn't great to watch. 
74 . 56 : Gale finally gets his exclusive 
sit-down interview with psychopathic 
killer Mickey Knox (Woody Harrelson). 
Unsurprisingly, it isn’t long before 
everything goes to hell... 



Zodiac 


Warner Home Videos All-region BD 
Director's Cut+£20 Approx 

David Fincher's epic crime drama 
about the Zodiac killer and the men 
obsessed with tracking him down is 
a modern masterpiece, with Downey Jr. 
outstanding as Louche crime reporter 
Paul Avery. 

50 . 56 : This dimly-lit bar scene 
is beautifully rendered by Warner's 
hi-def encode. 

66-06: Having learnt that he might 
be a target for Zodiac, Paul heads to 
the local gun rangeand begins his slow 
descent into paranoia. 



Tropic Thunder 

DreamWorks+AU-region BD 
£27 Approx 

Robert Downey Jr. steals the show as 
five-time Oscar-winning method actor 
Kurt Lazarus in this amusing action 
movie satire. Lazarus undergoes 
'pigmentation alteration’ surgery 
to play an African American 61, much 
to the annoyance of his black co-star. 
41 . 17 : ‘Everybody knows, you never 
go full retard.' Citing l Am Sam and 
Rainman, Lazarus explains why Stiller's 
character will never get an Oscar for his 
performance in the (fictional) redneck 
drama Simple Jack. 



Chaplin 

Optimum+ R2 DVD 
£13 Approx 

Richard Attenborough's playful look at 
the life of one of Fiollywood’s greatest 
stars has its flaws, but none of them 
can be attributed to its leading man. 
Downey Jr.’s transformation into 
Chaplin is extraordinary, capturing the 
mannerisms, look and spirit of the 
star perfectly- no wonder he got 
an Academy Award nomination. 
50.55: Chaplin demonstrates his 
comedy drunk routine, giving Downey 
jr.the chance to show off his own 
impressive physical comedy abilities. 


Avoid... 



Gothika 


Sony Pictures + All-region BD 
£20 Approx 

Even our Home Cinema Hero can't 
enliven this tedious mix of thriller 
and supernatural horror, where he 
takes a supporting role to Halle Berry's 
psychiatric patient. 

71.38; Downey Jr. provides the film's 
cheapest scare, startling HalLe Berry 
by putting his umbrella up! 

27.46; Confronted by another bout 
of Berry's hysterically shrill over-acting, 
Downey Jr. tackles her to the floor and 
gets a pair of orderlies to subdue her. 
We know exactly how he feels. 
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absocom 


“dabs.com is always 
the first website I check 
when fm after a gadget or 
something electrical ” 


B Bellinger- 210110 
dabs.com customer comment 


(so no s/ ZonePlayer ZPS5 

Play a world of music from iTunes™ 
and the internet all over your home 


(yj Control all your music with a free app for your 
iPhone or iPod touch 

(yj 5 integrated speakers and 5 dedicated digital amps 
provide crystal-dear, high-performance audio 

(y'J Tune in to 25,000 Internet radio stations, shows and 
podcasts free of charge and pre-loaded on Sonos 

(yj Stream millions of songs and stations direct from 
the Internet - no computer required 

One ZonePlayer or Zone Bridge in your system must be 
connected to the router and all the rest will work wirelessly. 


£ 349.99 


To buy at this price or better visit 

www.dabs.com/homecinema 

Prices valid until 30.04.10 

Terms and Conditions. All prices are valid until 30.04.10 after this date prices may fluctuate without nolice, please see 
www.dabs.com/liomecinenna for the late si prices. If you do not use the advertised URL the prices on the website may differ from those 
advertised. All offers are while stocks last unless otherwise indicated. AU prices include VAT but exclude carriage. *Free delivery uses our 
basic service for UK mainland. Surcharges for service upgrades and/or outlying UK regions apply. See www.dabs.cam/deliyery for details. 
Prices end promotions correct at time of going to print but may change or be withdrawn without malice. We are only abfe to take orders online 
via our website for delivery to UK addresses. Nothing in this advertisement forms part of any contract. Errors and omissions excepted, dabs, 
com, National Logistics Centre, Wmgates industrial Estate. Westhcughton, Bolton. BL5 3XU. Email assistantefifdabs.com. 
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Free Delivery Available* 


★★★★★ 

“ It was setup 
within minutes and 
the sound quality 
is excellent ” 

Customer Review by JFW on 20.11.09 

“ Its the best 
OUpotboX 
experience I can 
remember ” 

Customer Review by James on 18.01. W 
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-*SmarthOKne Highlights HIGH-END CABLES Peerless announces new range 
of top-quality connects - including HDMI vl.4 ISOTEK Get better audio with a premium power cable 
PHILIPS PRONTO Two-way iPod control MULTIROOM MARVEL Take a tour of a stunning 
smarthome installation AV-HOLIC! An HCC reader guides you through his home cinema setup 
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36 PEERLESS OMEGA HDMI ->XMASK2-> CEDIA AWARDS 


Peerless creates Ultimate connectors 

Cables running the gamut from alpha to omega cover all options and most budgets 


The devil is in the detail - especially when 
it comes to the top end of home cinema. 

There's no point in forking out for the best- 
quality hardware if you're planning on 
connecting it all together with substandard 
cabling — it would be akin to filling a Formula 1 
car with road-standard gasoline. 

indeed, that’s not as weird a comparison as it 
sounds: the fuel used in F1 cars is actually quite 
similar to ordinary road gas, but with a much more 
tightly controlled mix. And, of course, top-end 
home cinema cabling is in essence the same as 
mid- or lower-end cabling, but also has ‘tighter 
controls' - mainly in build quality. Both the fueL 
and the cabLes produce simiLar results: they 
squeeze better overalL performance from the 
highest-quaLity engineered products. 

One AV brand to have recognised this is 
Peerless AV-Europe. It has introduced its ‘Ultimate’ 
Omega HDMI connectors, as part of its just- 
launched extensive range of cables, designed by 
connectivity guru Ray Phillips. HCC has been given 
an exclusive first look. 

Omega HDMI has been created to maximise 
the performance of top-end home cinema 
equipment. It’s HDMI 1.4-ready, high-speed with 
Ethernet and includes twin RFI/EFI filters, with an 
additional filter for TV power cables. 

It also looks the part, boasting a solid brass 
head-shell, with black mirror finish and chrome 
insert. Electrically insulated with Teflon, the cable 
contacts are 24ct ‘hard 1 gold, and shielding is 
multiple tinned copper braiding and aluminium 
foil. The Omega is available in one- and two- 
metre lengths, at £130 and £150 respectively. 

Next in Peerless' range are the more affordable 
Sigma cables, including HDMI, phono, digital 
coaxial, digital optical and Scart The Sigma HDMI 
boasts silver-plated OFC conductors for 



exceptional signal transfer, is also HDMI 14 and 
high speed with Ethernet with twin RFI/EFI filters, 
and is designed with a two-tone metal head-shell 
and braided cable sheath - with nitrogen-injected 
foam for electrical insulation and 24ct hard goLd. 

A two-metre Sigma HDMI retails for £100. 

Pitched at the mid-range, but aLso HDMI 
1.4-ready, are Slimline and Delta-allowing 
Peerless to be the onLy cables brand to currently 
offer 1,4 HDMI from £150 down to £40, 

Designed for connecting to super-slim LED TVs 
and complementing Peerless Slimline wall- 
mounts, the £60 two-metre Slimline HDMI 
projects 14mm from the rear of the screen, at a 
right angle, and uses super-slim 3mm cable. 

The Delta range includes 17 cable arrays in 
total, including the £40 one-metre 1.4 HDMI. 
Peerless has also launched Alpha as a first step up 
from in-the-box cables, with 25 arrays in total 
including a £201 metre 1.3b HDMI, 


24 carat gold: With contacts 
like these, these Interconnects 
are as much 'street' as 
household 


iPod for Philips 
- Pronto! 

Phi Lips Pronto 
has launched its 
much-anticipated 
two-way integration 
module. Intended 
to allowan iPod's contentsto be 
available on wireless Pronto control 
panels, Philips and industry partner 
iPort have been working on the 
interface for some time. 

Thanks to the iPort integration 
moduLe, Pronto users will now be able 
to access their iPod music throughout 
the home: we were informed by Dick 
Mol, Pronto's Senior Product Manager, 
The two-way feedback that iPort 
offers is being fully exploited: 


More than a 
mains cable 

Forthoseof you who 
havespentaking's 
ransom on AV kit, it 
may be worth 
splashing another 
£875 out on an Isotek 'pre-filter device'. 
Not convinced? Well, the logic is that 
the Syncro power cable will enhance 
the quality of the electrical signal - 
your equipment's lifeblood - thus 
letting your kit unleash its full potential. 
In technical terms, it synchronises the 
mains supply to produce a perfect 
symmetrical sine wave while removing 
contaminants, which it seems, is a good 
thing. More obviously, it's heavy gauge, 
triple screened and available now. 


X Masks the spot 

Screen Research has 
f introduced its new 
J Reference X-Mask2 
I projection screen 
■ range. Replacingthe 
previous X-Mask range, XMask2 offers 
significant design advances. 

The Flush-housing SlimFrame 
design with Handcrafted Velour finish 
means the screen has low visual and 
physical impact, whilst maintaining 
exceLlent image borders. Plus, reduced 
distance between masks, frame, and 
the projection surface minimises any 
shadow cast on the projection surface, 
Screen Research’s QuietGlide motor 
mounting and masking system provides 
smooth and quiet system operation. 


CEDIA returns 

B Cl industry body 

CEDIA has announced 
that its annuaL 
Awards dinner is to 
be held on April 16 
beneath the reconstructed Globe 
theatre on London's Bankside, The 
black tie event, which celebrates the 
best residential custom installation 
projects of the past year, takes in 
UnderGlobe, a purpose-built 
entertainment space directly beneath 
the open-air Shakespearean theatre. 
Established in 2006, the CEDIA 
Awards recognise and promote 
high-quality system designs and installs. 
We'll feature the best of the entrants in 
a future issue of HCC, 
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best seat in the house 





cinema seating 


Huddersfield 

Audi ovation 
Contact: Richard 
Tel: 01484 424000 
www.audiovation.co.uk 


London 

Vision Works 
Contact: Alex 
Tel: 020 79383400 
www.visionworksav.com 


North East 
Dse Digital 
Contact: Mark 
Tel: 0191 491 4141 
www.dsegroup.co.uk 


For the ultimate experience for your home 
cinema you need Signature Cinema Seats. 

Visit one of Signatures premier dealers to try 
them out! 


London 

Beyond the Invisible 
Contact: Graham 
Tel: 08450 949395 
www.beyond the invisible.com 


Norwich 
Martins Hifi 
Contact: Marcus 
Tel: 01603 627010 
www.martins-av.com 


www.sig natu recs.co.u k i nfo@s ig natu recs.co.u k 
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The owner has 
commissioned an 
oil copy of Klimts 
Hope II on canvas 
to replace the 
temporary canvas 
that currently 
hides the prelector 
hole (right) 



Kit Checklist 

Panasonic TH-42PZ7G0 42in FulL 
HD plasma; DMP-BD55 BLu-ray 
player 

JVC: DLA-HD35Q Full HD D-ILA 
projector 

The Big Picture: Custom projector 
mount; custom 
mirror mechanism; custom media 
server; custom 7.5TB NAS 
Harkness Hall: Electric 2.35:1 
projector screen 
Linn: 2 x Ak urate 242 floorstanding 
speakers; 1 x Akurate 225 centre 
speaker; 2 x Custom 2K106 
in-wall speakers; 2 x 106 solid wall 
back boxes; Akurate Kontrol pre¬ 
amplifier; Akurate 3200 power 
amplifier; Majik 4100 power 
amplifier; Akurate FM/DAB tuner; 

Genki CD player 
Vfelodyne; SC-IF AC in-floor 
subwoofer; SC-1250 subwoofer 
power-amp; SMS-1 subwoofer 
management system 
Sky: Sky+HD set-top box 
Gefen: 4:2 HDMI Switch 
Nintendo; Wii console 
Microsoft: Xbox 360 console 
Gyration: Bluetooth 
keyboard and mouse 
Goelst: Electric curtain track 
CUE: Control system; Bin 
touch pan el controller 
Apple; Apple TV 
Middle Atlantic Sl iding rotating rack; 

custom faceplates 


A s a committed technophobe 
I never believed I would 
personally benefit from a 
whole home audio-visual system, 5 
says the owner of this Victorian 
family home given a 21st Century 
makeover by the pro-instalL 
experts from The Big Picture. 

But, after one look at the pictures 
on these pages, it s s hardLy a surprise 
that she 5 s changed her mind: 

1 probably get more out of the 
system than the rest of the family 
put together And we never have to 
pay cinema prices any longer as the 
experience is improved upon hugely 
in our own lounge.' 

Not that this room Looks like a 
full-fat home theatre - it's still very 
much a Living room. The install team 
designed an artificial fireplace 
surround that could house the 
TV, projector screen and games 
consoles, and a centre speaker 
is housed in the faLse fire opening. 

An antique fireguard was sourced 
to compLetethe look of a simpLe yet 
Victorian-esque’ original firepLace. 

Most of the remaining kit, including 
amplifiers, Sky+HD box, music server, 
and video matrix, are housed in a 
sliding rack in the basement so that 
it doesn’t clutter the living space. 

The look on guests’ faces, when 
we invite them round to our home 
to watch the Latest DVD release, is 
a picture,’ says the happy cinema 
owner. ’Especially when they see us 
dim the lighting, dose the curtains, 
turn on the projector and drop the 
screen from the fireplace all with one 
quick touch of a button. It's kind of 
a James Bond experience that never 
wears thin.' 
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40 INSTALLS 


A 


A Box of tricks 

At eleven-foot, the ceiling in the 
main room was too high for a lift. 
Instead, the projector is mounted 
vertically in a thermally-managed 
antique mahogany key cabinet in 
the adjacent hallway, with the light 
angled 90 degrees into the room via 
an aerospace-grade mirror. Cool! 

B Bass below 

The subwoofer was originally tested 
in-room to determine the optimum 
position, before cutting a hole in the 
floorboards under a sofa and 
fastening it to the joists 

C Family matters 

With so much tech involved 
throughout the house, it was vital 
that the bespoke programmed 
controls (including this Mode 
Evolution centralised lighting and 
automation system) were simple 
and intuitive enough for the entire 
family to get to grips with 

D Stand and deliver 

A true audiophile, the musician 
owner was keen to make use of 
floorstanding front speakers, which 
would occupy the dead space either 
side of the chimney breast 

E House of nuts 

All but the glass of the 42in Full HD 
Panasonic plasma is hidden from 
view by the fireplace's soLid walnut 
surround. The owner also insisted 
that the screen would not be 
mounted so high that it would be 
uncomfortable to view - something 
he claimed was a common 
occurrence at friends' homes 
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Living Entertainment 



Award Winning Installations 
by Musical Images 

Musical Images is one of the UK’s 
leading retailers and installers of Home 
Entertainment, Automation, Lighting 
and Multiroom systems. Recognised 
with many major magazine and 
manufacturer awards, Musical Images 




offers a truly unsurpassed service 


Throughout our long history we’ve always 
recognised the importance of superb 
customer care and technical expertise. 
That’s why our customers know they 
can rely on us completely, whatever 
their needs and whatever their budget. 


To experience the world of difference 
an award winning Home Entertainment 
specialist can make, visit either of our 
branches today. 


www.musical~images.co.uk 


Musical Images 
is a 3 times winner of 
Home Cinema Choice 
magazine's 14 Best 
Multi room Installation 1 ' 


Founder Member 

Intelligent Hemes 
in the Making 


Beckenham Branch: 126 High Street, Beckenham, Kent, BR3 1 ED Tel. 020 8663 3777 
Edgware Branch: 173 Station Road, Edgware, Middlesex, HA8 7JX Tel. 020 8952 5535 

Audio Visual Lifestyle Ltd t/a Musical Images, Please call for opening time details. E-mail: sales@musical-images.co.uk 

These photos feature just a small selection of Musical Images' installation work over the past 20 years. 
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Anton van 

Beek visits 
a luxury 
smarthome 
in the heart 
of London 

F ollowing the successful 
completion of a multi room 
AV and cinema project on 
the south coast, the owners of that 
house calLed back Maven AV to work 
a similar kind of magic on their luxury 
London apartment. 

Considering that the installers 
were working on a listed property 
and needed to deliver a system that 
would prove sympathetic to the 
existing classical decor, there’s 
no denying that the end result is 
gob-smacking, Not only is it packed 
with styLish, cutting-edge tech, but 
it’s also easy to use - a good thing 
as it’s in use every day, by both the 
family and the housekeepers! 

Ongoing project 

While the bulk of the installation work 
was completed by Christmas 2007 
this remains a work in progress. 

Maven continues to provide support 
for the owners - including remote 
diagnostic functionality. PLansare 
already in place for a variety of 
upgrades, including lOBOp video 
distribution throughout the entire 
house and the addition of 
Kale id escape 1080p/Blu-ray players 
when they become available 


Multiroom 

marvel 
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-3 Kit Checklist 


I Equipment cupboard 

Middle Atlantic: Rack with thermal 
management and power 
eon d i t i on i n g/d i st ribution 

I OSCO: Gigabit network switch 

Apple: 500GB Time Capsule 
| Sky: 2 x Sky+HD set-top boxes 
Kramer: High-definition video matrix 
Crestron: CP2e control processor; 
CNX-PAD8A audio distribution 
processor; CNRFGWA RF receiver 
Kaleidescape: 5U Media Server; 

K-p layer 

Denon: TU-1500AE radio tuner 
iLight; Lighting panels and curtain 
relay modules 

Reception room 
Panasonic TH-50PH10 plasma 
Artcoustic: 4 x DFF120-45 X2 
speakers; 1 x DF Multi 50 X2 L/C/R 
loudspeaker; 4 x PA 300 power 
amp; 2 x Linax Duo cabinets 
Lexicon: MCB audio processor 
Kaleid escape: K-player 
Sky: Sky+HD set-top box 
Sony: PLayStations console 
Crestron: TPMC8X touch pan el 
iLight: WalLmount touchpanel 




Room essentials 

A Mounting worries 

The biggest challenge was waLL- 
mounting the TV and speakers. 

A specialist driLl was used to allow 
cables to be 'sewn' through the 
walls without damaging the 
valuable waLl coverings and Listed 
mouldings 

B Rise and shine 

Even the guest bedroom features 
high-end AV, including this Loewe 
Individual 32in LCD mounted on 
custom Future Automation kit that 
allows it to rise up out of the foot 
of the bed 

C Water world 

Both the master en suite and guest 
bath rooms feature 19 i n Aquavision 
screens, so you can watch TV while 
having a soak 

D Amp it up 

The Artcoustic speakers in the 
reception room are powered by 
this quartet of PA 300 power amps 

E Master chef 

The kitchen got a hi-tech makeover 
too, including these Artcoustic 
Diablo Target in-ceiling speakers, 
plus a Loewe Individual 32in LCD, 
Crestron ML-6QQ handheld remote 
and iLight touchpanel 
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44 GET YOUR KIT OUT 


Certified: AV-holic! 


Every issue, an HCC reader invites you to take 
a tour of their beloved home cinema setup... 




Killing two birds: 

Our AV-holic 
discovered ihai 
extending the house 
was also the perfect 
time to design and fit 
a home cinema 


Join the club 

Do you want to see your home 
cinema system featured in 
the pages of Home Cinema 
Choice ? If so, log on to www. 
homednemachoieexom/avfiolit 
where you'll find all the 
information you need. 


Introduce yourself.,* 

Richard Westmoreland, age 32, 
And you’re an AV-holic? 

For as Long as I can remember! I 
used to go to the cinema on my 
day off and watch three films in 
a row, so when I left university 
and got a job, one of the first 
things I did was save up and 
buy a TV and surround sound 
setup. Since then the gear has 
changed more often than I Like 
to think about. ChiLdren have 
come along so TVs and 
speakers have gone on-wall and 
kit hidden in AV cabinets, but 
when we extended our home, 

I decided to take the plunge and 
'do the job properly'.. 

What's in your setup now? 

A 50in Panasonic plasma 
recessed via a Future 
Automation bracket, pLus NiLes 
in-wall/in-ceiling speakers, 
Mission 773s and a Speakercraft 
TS12 sub powered by a Pioneer 
receiver. Sources include a 
Pioneer BDP-LX52 BLu-ray 
player; PS3; Toshiba HD DVD 
player; and a Panasonic DVD/ 


HDD recorder. Control is done by 
a PhiLipsTSU9600 Pronto with 
an RFX96Q0 serial extender 
I’ve also got a So nos multi room 
system in seven zones with 
Niles in-ceiling speakers in all 
of them - except the garden. 
How much have you spent on 
your AV habit over the years? 

I would guess only about £10k, 
but then it helps to work in the 
electrical retaiL business... 

What does your wife think of 
your hobby? 

She Loves the new setup, and 
aside from initial trepidation, 
has got to Love the various 
Prontos IVe had over the past 
10 years. But I do think she 
wishes I’d stop tinkering with 
them so she can keep track 
of where the buttons are. 
What's your current fave disc? 
Erm, tough one. Of my Blu-rays, 
Wanted gets played a lot, on HD 
DVD I stilL love 1/ for Vendetta. 
Are you excited about 3D? 

Not massively. Unless youVe got 
a projector, I doubt most people 
will get the benefit 


Room essentials 

A Built-in bigscreen 

AV-holic Richard has recessed 
his Panasonic TX-P50V10 
NeoPDP screen into a custom- 
built chimney breast, which also 
houses the centre speaker 

B Mission complete? 

The Mission fLoorstanders are 
left over from an earlier cinema 
system and will probably 
be replaced next 

C Hideaway 

Mid-Atlantic Slim5 racking 
was chosen to store the AV 
components out of sight 
and the kids' grubby fingers, 
in an Gber-cool touch, the rack 
even slides back into a 
dedicated cupboard space 

D Pioneer spirit 

Pioneer's VSX-LX52 receiver 
delivers a meaty 7x150W 
of amplification, and wiLL do 
all the hi-res audio decoding 
of Richard's Blu-rays and 
HD DVDs 
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NOBODY 


GETS YOU CLOSER. . . 


SlimJine 

by Peerless 


The very latest Ultra Thin LED or LCD screens deserve accessories that complement 
their stylish design and wall mounts and interconnects are 

just that - products that enhance the stylish aesthetics of your Ultra Thin TV whilst 
delivering the best possible AV experience. 



ULTRA SLIM 
WALL MOUNTS 


Slimline by Peerless is the World's Slimmest Flat, Tilt & 
Articulating wall mount range, each one virtually invisible 
when installed - perfectly complementing the aesthetics 
and design of the very latest Ultra-Thin LCD & LED flat panels. 

Articulating models offer the functionality to extend from 
on impressive 25mm closed depth to over 700mm from the 
wall, enabling complete movement and full 90° left-to-right 
swivel - even with the largest screens. 

All TiIt models feature both forward & reverse movement 
to provide a versatile range of viewing angles, as well as 
enabling access to the rear of the screen to connect cables 
and for maintenance, 



Homed n&ma Digest 

AWARDS 2010 

WINNER 


Best Wall Mount 

Slimline Articulating Wall Mount for 32-46"TVs 

Shown to scale - 25mm flat-ta-wall, 604mm extended 


The Flat-to-Watl products position the screen a mere 8mm 
from the wall for the most discrete mounting available and 
the assurance of a strong and safe installation. 


AVAILABLE NOW FROM HARRODS, 
SELFRIDGES, COMET, HUGHES, BENNETTS 
AND MOST INDEPENDENT TV RETAILERS 


COMING SOON - PEERLESS AV INTERCONNECTS 



ULTRA SLIM HDMI INTERCONNECT 


The ideal connection for your Ultra Thin Flat Panel TV! 

The Slimline High Speed HDMI with Ethernet cable uses flat 3mm 
cable and a right angled connector giving the lowest profile 
connection to your LED or LCD TV. 


3D-TV 

READY 


I mm | 

HIGH SPEED I 
WITH ETHERNET ■ 


.ETHERNET 

'♦channel*' 

ICTV READY 




eer ess® 


Contact us for more information 
on our full range of AV accessories 
and to find your nearest stockist 


^^ 01923 205 605 ^^ 01923 205 601 Q info@bbg,eu.com 
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CEDIA 


CEDIA 

INSTALLERS 





sb-ifins 

~ 0 ' A [ I' 


beIK 

ID 
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Z 
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m 

A word Winning luxury Home Cinemas 
and Adutti tfoom Systems 

Control© §CJ 

O^^Fiesmoiv 

08450 94 93 95 

Wimbledon, London 

www. bey o nd ihe invisible, com 



INTEGRATION 

AWARDS® 


definitions 


* Bespoke home cinema projection rooms 

* True high definition plasma and led tv 

* Multi-room audio, video and satellite 

4 Integrated lighting and Control systems 

* Telephone 4 computer networks 

* Creative audiovisual interior design 


Definitions are the leading designer and 
installer of high definition home cinema 
and home automation systems 
in the Yorkshire region. 


Projects range from discrete 
plasma TV systems, to automated 
projection home dnema rooms. 


iet Bunco 

ARTCOUSTIC 


01484 713996 
www.definitions.uk.com 

PO Box 123, Bdghouse. West Ywfcshkfe 


■ 


CEDIA 




£ listening 

rooms 




******* 

NOW 

CELEBRATING 

OUR 

20TH YEAR 


161 Old Brompton Road, London SW5 OU 
T: 020 7244 7759 F: 020 7370 0192 


Disciplines 1,3,4,5,6 


W: www, theli steningroofns.com 
i: info®thelisteningrooms.com 




Key to Discipline Sections: 1 Audio/Video 2 Security 3 Teleptione Systems 4 Wire/Cable 5 Control & Systems Integration (Satellite 
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IRELAND 


LIVING ENTERTAINMENT 


NORTHERN 


Kronos 


M Scotch Street Centro, Dkin|Anrvon, 
Co, Tyrone BTJ0 t Aft 
Tel, (Ut) 02B ITT 5 3604 
Fax.(940) 021 am 3004 
rim ail 4avld@ltfonwv.cQ.uk 
webs-fte rfww.kronosav.co.iik 


Disco rfirttte very best in 
Heme Entertainment 
technology, together with the 
most stunning installation 
solutions at Musical images 


London and the South-East s 
premier Home Entertainment 
specialist 


Ohdptiw 

t t 2'3 f 4<S,6 


Winner of three prestigious 
Home Cinema Choice 
“Best Installation of the Year H 

Awards. No ana knows mora 
about Home Entertainment 
than Musical images! 

BECKENHAM BRANCH 

126 High Street, Beckenham, Kent BR3 1 ED l^i 

Tel: 020 8663 3777 Ui 

COVENT GARDEN BRANCH 

18 Monmouth Street Covent Garden, London WC2H 9H laj 

Teh 020 7497 1346 

fDGWAfti BRANCH J| 

173 Station Road, Edgware, Middlesex HAS 7JX w ^ 

Tel: 020 8952 5535 2.** I 


INFIDELITY 

9 High Street, 

Hampton Wick* 
Kingston i’pfin Thome* 
KT1 4DA 
T; 0208 9433530 
F; 0208 943450? 

www, infideli tyveo.uk 
Contact: Simon Bylra 


Disciplines 1.2, i.4,1,6 
Infidelity me founder members of 
CLDIA IJK inti are intensively 
involved in the wrious forms of 
Custom Installation including 
Lutron lighting control systems, 
Muhifoom Audio and Visual and 
Hume Cinema systems, We provide 
complete support from the initoJ 
planning to a personalised after vales 
service, if von warn to have an 
indecently good home automation 
system.. 



A 


CEDIA 



Oran™ 


Hi-Fi, Home Cinema 
<6 Multi-Room 
Specialists 

020 7924 2040 

l.muiL ana'o.knimsj iii^in.nrl 

41 Writo Huad. Bmmn. sH | j or\ 




CEDIA is an established trade association of experienced 
companies that integrate entertainment, telephone, computer, 
heating, light and security systems in your home 



Key to Discipline Sections: 1 Audio/Video 2 Security .3 Telephone Systems 4 Wire/Cable 5 Control & Systems Integration 6 Satellite 
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Home Cinema Seating 


. 


the bigger picture 




V- * * 




♦ 


Full Recline * 
Drinks Cooler • 
Italian Leather • 
Optional Mini Fridge • 
10 Pad Massage with Heat • 


£949 


99 per seat 

with discount applied 









drinhstuff 

keeping you entertained 


Why buy from us? 

• In stock 

• Free delivery 

• Delivery in 1 -3 days 


• 12 month guarantee 

• Full product support 

• Hertfordshire showroom 



Exclusive offer I t'J 

Quote; 

Home Cinema 
Choice 


CjO 

CO 


drinkstuff.com/cinema 

0845 3133352 


UK LANDLINE CALLS WILL COST NO MORE THAN 4 PENCE PER 


via telephone when QUOTING HOME CINEMA CHOICE, please call 0845 3133352. 

given. FREE DELIVERY applicableto uk mil 
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Hardware hicjHligllts SONY 40in Freeview HD Bravia with online talents 
ORB AUDIO Modular 5.1 system from the US EPSON Flagship LCD projector SAMSUNG The Korean 
brand’s debut 3D Blu ray spinner LG Versatile NAS/Blu-ray burner TEUFEL THX Ultra2-certified 
speaker array GROUPTEST Six media players reviewed and rated AND MUCH MORE! 



HCC DOES NT BELIEVE IN OVERPRAISING HARDWARE. CONSEQUENTLY, A THREE-STAR RATING SHOULDN'T BE CONSIDERED A BAD RESULT IT SIMPLY MEANS THAT 
A PRODUCT PERFORMS ACCORDING TO ITS CATEGORY POSITION A FIVE-STAR RATING IS ONLY AWARDED IN EXCEPTIONAL CIRCUMSTANCES 
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50 SONY KDL-40EX503-*£900 Approx -» www.sony.co.uk 


Sony's KDL-40EX503 is one ol the 
first TVs to receive the DVB-T2 
broadcast standard 



BRAVIA 


-* Specifications 

HD Beady: vs Full HD, 1080p24 
Tuner yes Freeview HD; analogue 
Component video; vesI input HDM yes 4 inputs 
put:MEsD-Subl5pin 
Resolutic 1,920x1,080 2xlOW 
Brightness (claimed): N/A 
'High' 

Dimensions (w/r 992(w) x 599(h) x 99(d) mm 

Weight (w/o stand) 14.2kg 
Media playback from USB; DLNA; Nicam 
stereo sound; MPEG/standard noise reduction; 24p 
playback; black correction; dynamic contrast adjust; 
white balance adjust; ambient sensor; backlight 
adjust internet connectivity 
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The app 
store 

Chris Jenkins hooks up Sony's 
Freeview HD, Internet-enabled LCD TV 


A Ll the excitement about 3D 
has rather distracted us from 
the fact that many viewers 
haven’t yet caught up with HD. 
There’s also another revolution going 
on, in Internet-enabled TV. Sony’s 
KDL-40EX5Q3 ticks both boxes. 

Since there are relatively few HD 
sources around, many viewers couLd 
even have bought an HD set, yet 
rareLy see HD material Obviously, 
if you own a Blu-ray player or 
subscribe to a Pay-TV platform you’ll 
get some hi-def content, and there's 
even some HD on Freesat, But as far 
as many people are concerned, 
free-to-air HD (without the satellite 
dish) has been a bit slow in coming. 

So it’s good to see that high-def 
material is now available to the 
masses via Freeview HD, with this 
Sony set probably the first 
compatible screen on sale. 

We’ve already seen a Freeview 
HD receiver (the Humax HD-Fox T2)> 
and if you have bought a TV recently, 
adding a set-top box is obviously the 
way to go. But if you’ve been holding 
off waiting for an integrated HDTV, 
this Sony could be it. 

Of course, you have to bear In 
mind that Freeview HD is in its 
infancy, and at the time of writing is 
available only in areas served by the 
London and Manchester transmitters. 
Check whether your area is served at 
www.f reevi e w.co. u k. 

At the same time, Sony has made 
some improvements to its TV s web 
capabilities which could be even 
more significant in the longterm. 

In motion 

So, on to the KDL-40EX503, one of 
the first sets to market able to receive 
the DVB-T2 broadcast standard. 
Unobjectionably designed with 
a rectilinear aspect and a partLy 


brushed aluminium finish, this is a 
Full HD Bravia TV featuring Sony’s 
familiar Bravia Engine 3 picture 
processing features, covering 
everything from colour and contrast 
to sharpness and upscaling of 
standard-def signals to HD. Also 
featured are the MotionFlowlQQHz 
system designed to reduce judder 
and LCD motion bLur, and onLine 
functions compLete with video 
streaming features. 

Gone, though, is Sony’s paltry 
Applicast web offering. Always 
Limited in its features, Applicast 
has been superseded by 
Bravia Internet Video, an 
open platform with a much wider 
scope for deveLopers. Initially, the 
system will access services such as 
YouTube, DaiLyMotion and Facebook; 
eventuaLLy it will support video 
rental and video-on-demand via 
LOVEFiLM, catch-up TV services 
such as BBC iPlayer, and widgets 
for services such as news and sports 
feeds, Twitter, Facebook FLickr, 
financial news, weather reports, and 
shopping channeLs. 

Much of this is in the earLy stages 
and was not implemented on the set 
we tested, but the TV is also DLNA 
compatible, so you can connect it to 
networkable devices such as PCs, 
mobile phones and MP3 players. 

We were able to stream HD movie 
content from a PC to the TV, and 
there’s also a USB port for direct 
connection of media. The set is Wi-Fi 
Ready, so you can add an optionaL 
wireless adapter or USB dongLe to 
access your wireless home network, 
and the PhotoTV HD function adjusts 
picture parameters for optimum 
viewing of digital stills. 

User Settings give a wide range 
of viewing options, including a choice 
of Scenes Select and Live Co Lour 
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Bra via Engine 3: 

Sony's picture 
processing 
upscales SD 
pictures with 
considerable 
aplomb 


Modes to match picture quality to 
the material being viewed. Of course, 
there’s a 24p True Cinema function 
for24-frames-per-second playback 
of movie material. 

The set’s Eco functions include 
an ambient sensor, so the TV can 
automatically detect the brightness 
and colour temperature of ambient 
light in the room and optimise image 
quality, and a low power mode which 
reduces consumption at the cost of 
diminishing screen brightness. 

There are four HDMI inputs, two 
on the side and two on the rear, along 
with a plethora of other connectors 
including two Scarfs, optical digital 
audio, PC, and component video. 

The operating system 
uses a version of Sony's 
well-established Xross 
Media Bar. If you’re used to the 
PlayStation 3, this will probably suit 
you fine; some may find it confusing 
and fussy, though. There'll be no such 
worries with the Freeview EPG, which 
presents all the necessary info in 
a dear way, using thumbnails to 
show the selected channeLs. 


One hot screen 

Though this is a conventional LCD set 
with CCFL backlighting, and we’ve 
been spoiled recently by looking at 
LED-backLit sets with phenomenal 
contrast ratios, the KDL-40EX503 
does offer excellent black levels 
without sacrificing detail in dark 
areas. Sony doesn't quote a dynamic 
contrast ratio, just describing it as 
'High, but our Tech Labs 
measurements were impressive 
at almost 50,000:1. The colour 
temperature presets, on the other 


hand, measured rather hot, but this 
may be because our screen was a 
marketing sample, 

HD images convey plenty of detail 
while retaining levels of sharpness, 
but it looks realistic rather than 
striking. CoLours are fine, again more 
on the natural side than anything 
stunning; of course, you can play 
around with picture modes if you 
want something more in-yer-face. 
Standard-definition material is 
upscaled well with little noticeable 
exaggeration of source noise. 

At the moment the BBC's 
Freeview FID broadcasts are at an 
early stage, so it's a bit premature to 
come to any conclusions regarding 
the Sony's Freeview HD performance; 
but suffice it to say that the pictures 
represent a considerable 
improvement over Freeview SD, 
Finally, the KDL-40EX503’s sound 
performance is not going to knock 
you off your settee. While the 
'invisible 4 speaker system run up to 
full volume without introducing any 
distortion on our test clips, it’s more 
noticeable for its dean treble and 
midrange than bass performance. 

Wait and see 

This is an impressive set, given that 
it offers typical Sony quality, plus all 
the attractions of free HD broadcasts 
and the wonders of the 'net. As for 
3D - pah! - who needs it? But 
considering the sLow roll-out of 
Freeview HD, there’s plenty of time 
to wait for some alternatives to the 
KDL-40EX503 to come along 
- possibly even Sony's 603 and 
703 ranges, which add edge-LED 
lighting to the mix 


-i Tech Labs 

Power consumption: Watts 


200 300 



White screen: 

An impressively low 
consumption with our 
1 OCHRE signal -and 
Eco mode reduces it to 
a tiny 49W 



Test footage: 

A slight increase in 
power use with film 
footage and full audio 


Contrast: ratio Colour temp: Kelvin 



Picture: Decent 
contrast ratio of almost 
50,000:1, with a 
luminance of 44,8fl, in 
Standard mode 


Presets: 

A small range of CT 
presets, none 
particularly accurate, 
but manual 
adjustment of R/G/B 
level and gain are 
available for perfect 
adjustment 
8,507K: Neutral 
a,568K:Cool 
8,603K: Warm2 
8 t 611K: Warml 



HCC VERDICT 

Sony KDL-40EX503 
£900 Approx 

Highs: Integrated Freeview HD tuner; 
expanded online features; DLNA 
functions; soLid picture 
Lows: Limited sound performance, 
only one USB socket 

Performance: 00600 
Design: 00600 
Features: 00009 


Overall: 


314:5 
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Wood you? 


calrcou&tlc: 

BY VIVANCO 

Wood is good 

for some things at least 

The greatest speakers and instruments in the world are crafted from wood; this is 
of course due to its renowned acoustic properties. 

In striving to create perfection, we chose not to ignore this natural choice. 

aireoij&tic Wood is good 
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54 ORB AUDIO 5.1 -» $1,350 Approx (plus shipping) www.orbaudio.com 


Spherical cinema 


These curvy enclosures from US direct sales brand Orb Audio certainly look 
the part, but, wonders Alvin Gold, do they sound good, too? 




O rb Audio describes itself as 
a 'high-end manufactured, 
which subscribes to an 
Innovative direct business model 1 . 

The model in question is direct saLes 
from manufacturer to end user, 
bypassing the traditional retail chain, 
and the inevitable cost mark-ups 
that this involves. Specifically, Orb 
claims that the system sampled here, 
which currently appears to be its only 
product though if is avaiLabLe in 
various versions, ranks above many 
speaker systems that retaiL 'north of 
$2500', Also that direct sales cuts 
at least 50 per cent off the 
m an ufactu rer's s uggested reta i l 
price, while delivering higher 
performance and 'white 
glove’ customer performance 
- whatever that is when 
it's at home. Orb makes 
additional claims for its direct 
sales operation, too, which it say 
allows it to use the highest-quality 
components and expensive 
handmade materials while 
simultaneously keeping 
prices in check. The question 
is, of course, can these 
claims be justified? 

There are several 
statements on the Orb website 
that don’t stand up to scrutiny. 

The general one, that the brand is ^ 
high-end, just isn't so, when based 
on any meaningful definition of the 
high-end. More specifically, the so 
called digital hybrid amplifier used in 
the subwoofer is not digital at all 
It is a variant on the Class D theme, 
but the letter D as used here is simply 
the next letter in the alphabet after A, 
B and C, and doesn't imply digital It 
is an analogue topology, aLbeit cool 
running. Another claim, that the 
satellites don't use crossovers, 
is true enough, but disingenuous. 
There is no crossover because there 


AV/CV 

Product: 


Compact, 
modular 5.1 
channel 


Positioning: 


Peers 


KEF KHT30Q5; 
Cabasse Eole 2 
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Is no tweeter to share the acoustic 
Load. Also the so-caLled TulL-range', 
Bin driver is certainly not full range, 
because it doesn't cover the full 
range of audio frequencies (generally 
taken as 20Hz-20kHz) at any usable 
Level. Asa system, the subwoofer 
takes care of the Low frequency 
heavy Lifting, but the trebLe is limited 
by geometry of the satellite drive unit. 

Even the more basic claim that 
Orb s marketing modeL is innovative 
should be taken with a pinch of 
salt. A number of speaker makers 
over the years have ploughed the 
direct sales furrow, of which the 
best known currently is German 
manufacturer Teufel, which offers 


a much broader range of models 
over a much wider range of price 
points. (See page 81 for our 
review of Teufel's new System 8 
THX Ultra2 package). 

The savings from buying a speaker 
through the traditional retail channel 
is real enough in principal, but again 
the devil is in the detaiL. The system 
reviewed here is attractiveLy priced, 
and you do get some protection by 
taking advantage of the maker’s 
30-day no hassLe home trial. This 
means you can decide whether you 
like them, and whether to return 
them, which can be for any reason 
or no reason at all. This is currently 
at the user’s expense, though Orb is 


setting up a UK office which can be 
used for returns. Shipping to the UK 
in the first instance is reasonably 
priced - $45 per pair of satellites, 
$200 for a full system with 
subwoofer plus tracking and 
insurance. You can find out more by 
emailing support@orbaudio.com, 
which promises a response within 
hours. Not too many, hopefuLly. 

MODs are rockers 

For this review, HCC was supplied 
with two satellite models and a 
subwoofer. The satellites are closely 
related: the MODI is a single- 
enclosure model fitted with a single 
drive unit in its diminutive spherical 
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Finishing line: 

Orb Audios 
MOD Is can be 
ordered in 
black, white, 
copper 
and steel 
finishes, too 


housing, supplied with a simple steel 
desktop support. The MOD2 consists 
of two of the above stacked vertically 
or horizontally (the latter is better 
adapted to the centre channel role), 
which are fitted to a taller or wider 
version of the support. A key benefit 
of the design is that it is modular - 
MODI can be upgraded to MOD2 
simply and economically, A heavy 
floor stand is also available at extra 
cost. There are two compact 
subwoofers too, one based on an 
8in driver (tested here), the other a 
similar design based on a lOin unit, 
housed in a slightly larger enclosure. 

The subwoofers Look very similar 
to a number of other designs, from 
REL, for example. And if you think 
youVe seen something similar to the 
MODI in the past, well you have. It's 
from Anthony Gallo, whose speakers 
are visually similar and indeed much 
more expensive. In fact the two 
brands are related: one of the Orb 
co-founders, Gary PelLed, was aLso 
a partner in Gallo Acoustics, and they 
are clearly working from a simiLar 
aesthetic blueprint, though 
technically and sonicaLly, the designs 
are miles apart. 

The Orb MOD 1 satellite consists 
of a single spherical enclosure made 
from steel with a brushed finish in 
most of its versions, though a range 
of alternative finishes and colours are 
available. The spheres are just over 
four inches in diameter and house 
a single 3in drive unit. Wiring hooks 
up via springcLip terminals rather 
than 4mm plugs, which are easy to 
use with modest gauge bare wires, 
but which preclude using 4mm plugs. 


The sound of round 

The audio performance of Orb’s 
system Is interesting, and largely 
positive, though it is hard to accept 
that the satellites and the subwoofer 
were designed by the same team. 
They don’t just Look at odds with 
each other, they are voiced quite 
differently. In fact, this is a concealed 


compliment for the subwoofer, which 
is surprisingly deep and tuneful, with 
a fluid quality that is missing from 
many apparently simiLar designs. 

The satellites, of course, dominate 
the picture sonicaLly, and there are 
some good features to be highlighted 
here, though my final judgement 
is mixed. On the plus side, both 
versions of the satellite are 
bold and detailed. There’s 
plenty of presence and sparkle, but 
the balance is very mid dominant. 
The upper bass and lower midrange 
are lean and dry, while the upper 
midband has a rather sharp, 
aggressive feel that may not wear 
well for alL listeners. The upper treble 
doesn’t really exist - overtones of the 
midrange tend to dominate. 

This overall effect can be a tad 
tiring, and doesn't really pass muster 
as neutral. However, in its favour the 
system can be driven to surprisingly 
high volume levels without breaking 
up, and the warm balance tends to 
suit high-octane film soundtracks. 

It certainLy did justice to the likes of 
Kill Bill or Quantum of Solace. 

Choosing which version of the 
Orb system to go for is not entirely 
straightforward, The single and dual 
version of the satellite sounds very 
similar There is no extra bass from 
the larger model, which is limited to 
a moderate increase in the maximum 
volume leveL, less distortion under 
full throttle drive but the same 
slightly aggressive quaLity and 
trademark clarity. 

The satellites Look wonderful, 
but the subwoofer is much more 
agricultural in appearance. There 
are some stunning finishes for the 
sats, including antique copper - 
a personal favourite - though the 
cost of the hand-finished specials 
Is Significantly higher. Orb suggests 
strongly that the smaLLer subwoofer 
wiLL suffice for most systems as long 
as the room is not too large, but it will 
advise on this, and other system 
related issues, if required 


-4 Specifications 

MODI satellite 

Drive Units: lx 3in full-range driver, 
polypropylene cone with synthetic 
surround. Magn eti ca l ly sh i e Lded 
Enclosure Sealed steel (finishes 
include premium black or pearl white 
powder coat, poLished steel, antique 
copper) 
Frequency Response: N/A 
Sensitivity: 89dB 
Power Handling: HOW 
Dimensions; 105mm diameter 
Weight: 0,8kg 

Super Eight subwoofer 

Drive Unit lx Bin 
Enclosure: Direct radiating, vented via 
flared port; wood 
Frequency Response: 28-lSOHz 
On board power: 200W 
Dimensions: 29.8(w) x 30.5(h) x 
292(d)mm 
Weight: 11.0kg 
Connections: Line & 4mm speaker 
terminals inputs; 4mm speaker 
terminal outputs 



HCC VERDICT 

Orb Audio Peoples' Choice system 
$1,350 Approx (pLus shipping) 

Highs: Detailed sound; great-looking 
satellites; alternative finishes and 
supports; modular construction 
Lows; Sometimes aggressive sound 
with lean lower midrange and lack 
of subtlety up top 

Performance: 00600 
Design: OOOOO 

Features: ooeoo 

Overall: 00606 


HOME CINEMA CHOICE JUNE 2010 


www.journal-plaza.net & www.freedowns.net 






DTS-HD Master Audio 7.1 

Same Movie, a few more horses. 



You'll be amazed at the difference two more channels can make! 

DTS-HD 7.1 Master Audio goes beyond traditional 5.1 channels to give you near 
perfect sound coverage that immerses you and literally puts you in the action, 

DTS-HD Master Audio on Blu-ray Disc delivers surround audio that is identical to 
the movie's studio master and is fully backward-compatible with all DTS decoders 

To learn more, please visit us atwww.dts.com. 

DTS-HD Master Audio I Get in the action! 
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Acoustic Energy, Alphason, Apollo, Apple, 

Area m, Atacama, Audiolab, B&W, Chod, 

Creek, De non, Epos, Gtado, Harman Kardon, 
Humax, InFbcus, JBL, KEF, Linn, Marantz, 

Mission, MJ Acoustics, NAD, Onkyo, F^nasonk; 
Pioneer, Pro-Jed, Pu re, 0 Acoustics, OED, Quad, 

Roksan, Rotel, Samsung, Sennheiser,Sono5, 

Sony, Soundstylejanrxyjechnisat 

ThemeScene, Topfield, Wharfedale, Yamaha 
and many more top brands Natali products 
are available tram all outlets: please call, 
or check online at wvwusuperfLco.u k 

AFAMILYBLJSiNESS 

HI-FI AND HOME 

CINEAAA SPECIALISTS 


BLU-RAY PLAYERS 
& RECORDERS 


FLATSCREENS & PROJECTORS 


HEADPHONES & 


BLU-RAY/DVD PLAYER 

PIONEER BDPLX52 ***** 

■ Flawless playback 
d^kj-taylwD, 

DiVX.MP3.WMA 


FULLER) PROJECTOR 


SB 


“STANDS PROUD AT 
THIS PRICE POINT” « ^ ™ 


Full HO flGROp) 

2 x HDMIj VGA, component 
and composite inputs 
Add a T6c9 S4 J ' screen for oniv 
f 99.95 (RR P £149.95, SAVE £50) 



5GNYBDPS76G 

■ Wireless networking 
for photo streaming 
from computers arxJ 
BD-bve functionality 

■ Quick-start feature 
- start playingyour 
movies in seconds 
Twin USB connections for 
storing BD-live content 
and playback of musicand 
photos from USB storage 




HD 


LCDTHfVlSION 

SONY ***** 

KDL40W5810 JANUARY 2010 


“BRILLIANT 
CONTRAST, COLOURS 
ANDMOTION" 

What Hi-FiFxiuTO.fi visjon 



HD 



HEADPHONES [mr 

B&WP5 


> Hif performance 
at home and with 
your mobile phone 


NOISE CANCELUNG 
HEADPHONES 

GOLDRIN G NS1Q0 Q 

***** 



Mr 

ksm 



In-store 

Quality products 
and exclusive offers 
demonstrated in a 
relaxed environment and 
insta lled by specialists 
www.su perfLco.u k/ bra nches 

Online 

Unique online offers 
delivered to your door, 
extensive specs & product 
guides,secure basket 
and full order-tracking 
www.superflcQ.uk 


HEADPHONES 

GRADO SRSOi 


Also available 
SRSOi 

£39.95 (RRF £99,95, 
SAVE £10) 

iGrarfo 

£44,9 5 (RRP £49.95, 
SAVE£S) 


***** 

rtMUNTr inti 


HI FI SYSTEMS 



MICRO HI- FI j . . : i 

DENON DM37DAB 

■ CD/MP3 player; DAB/FM 
tuneranaampinone 


AV RECEIVERS 


GADGETS/ 
MULTIROOM 

MULTIROOM SYSTEM 
SONOS BU250 ^ 



MICRO HI-FI 
ARCAM SOLO MINI 
WITHWHARFEDALE 
DIAMOND 10.1 ***** 

SPEAKERS* - 


AV RECEIVER 
DENON AVR1910* 

• 7 x 90 vvatfefcr full-on home 
cinema or biamp front speakers far 
improved stereo performance 

• All the latest H D Audio decodi ng 
from Dolby a ndDTS 

• Con'/ertsfromallvideoirputsto 
HDMI and upscalesto lOSOp 


HQ i 


★ ★♦★A 


CALL FOR 
LATEST P~ 

ON SEE 

www,$upEiiTu:o.ux 



AVREC 

PIONEER SCLX82 “ 

■ Awesome, pcwerful and flexible, 
with 7 x 160 watts amplification 

■ Features network media 
streaming and Internet radio 

■ Pair with a 'POLS' ena bled Pioneer 
Blu-Ray dayersidi as the BDPLX52 
(a bev^ forsu perior audio 


AV RECEIVER 

SONY 

STRDH800 

■ DolbyTrueHD 
andDTS-HD 
decoding 

• 4x HDMI in 

• 7x110 watts 



FIVE GREAT REASONS TO SHOP AT SUPERB., 


Free Parking 

Spend £100 or more in any 
Superfi branch and well pay 
tbr uptotwo hours parking 
(see www.superfi.co.uk/ 
freepa rk I ng for deta I Is) 


0% credit available 

Pay no deposit and 
then up to twelve, equal 
monthly payments (0% 
APR).Ask in-store for 
detailsandaquotation 


Official UK models 

We are authorised specialists for 
each product that we sell. We 
will only offerfully-guaranteed, 
genuine UK products with 
full aftersales support 


Latest technology 

Sophisticated hard disk, 
Blu-Ray, Freesat, MP3, DAB, PVR 
and multi-room products- 
all availabletodemonstrate 


Real HiFi 

Quality tu rnta bles, C D players, 
tuners, hi-fi amplifiers and 
speakers always in stock and 
a va i I a b le to de monst rate 
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ACCESSORIES 


DIGITAL iPOD 
DOCK 

ONKYONDS1 

Get direct digits I 
output foryoijr iPod 

‘?Ag$erm?AiiQio 

F£RFOmMK£ 

THAA'nSANJUJXjUE 

XlYAiS” 

iamat hh; sQuiciManiJ 


X)D 

***** ARCAMiRDOCK 


E2S3 DIGITAL iPOD DOCK 

PHILIPS DLA99901 

a Get full HD video from your i Pod 
■ IIDM out with lOSOi upscaling 
a RF remote 


SPEAKER STANDS 

O ACOUSTICS 1000ST 


"TOP DOG" 



HI-FI RACK 

BLOK STAX 

I Choice of real oak veneer 
or piano black finish 



Su 


HDMI INTERCONNECT 

CHORD RDM 
SUPERSHIELD 

1 m 14955 ^ 

«2m£ 69.95 ***** 

i 3 m 189.95 


lV > 



SPEAKERS 

BARGAIN HI-FI SPEAKERS 

WHARFEDALE DIAMOND 9.1 


i Brllllarrtfor budget separates 
and mini-system upgrades 
» Also work well in extensions 
and 2nd rooms 
* Multiple award-winner 
« Choice offinishes- but hurry, 
supplies are limited 


“BtG BASS AND BAGS OF DETAIL* 

WHAT HtfP SOCNDSi WON 


5.1 STYLE SPEAKERS 

KEF KHT3005.2W 


f Wireless rear speakers 
» Inducts superior, 
Kubc 2 Subwoofer 
i Silverfinish 


EPOS BARGAINS 

EPOSM22i 

Also available 


FREEVIEW & 
FREESAT _ 

HD FREEVIEW SET TO P BOX 

HUMAXHDFOXT2 rTa 

***** 

• Enjoy standard and 



5.1 SPEAKER SYSTEM 

Q ACOUSTICS 2000 CINE AAA 


r Choice of black, walnut or 
beautiful, premium high- 
gloss black or white finishes 


Also available 

O Acoustics 2010 

“ From £109.95 


O Acoustics 2020 


■ From £139.95 

***** 


frVY?CH2-0k0 


TURNTABLE 

PROJECT GENIE HI 


■ Latest incarnation 
of this brilliant, 
budget deck 

■ I ndudes factory-fitted 
cartridge-a doddle 
to set up and use 
from the box 

■ Choice of finishes 

‘VERYREASQNABLY 

PRICED" 

WHATHW KUNDBiVWJM 

m 


.imts 


SIZZLI NG SEPARATES SYSTEM 

MARANTZ CD6003 AND 
PM6003 AND WHARFEDALE 
DIAMOND 10.1* 

'Ir^stofe pk-uwe 



.* 111 ,? )0 



Available separately 
MARANTZ CD6O03 

£249.95 (kRP£29995, Save £50] ***** 


MARANTZ PM6Q03 

p £249.95 (ERP £299.95, Save ISO) 


DAB/FM/AM TUNER 

DENON TLTI800DAB 


Tvifg? 


***** 


WHARFEDALE DIAMOND 10.1 

* Choice of finishes 
■ £199.95 


r sza 

***** 


"IMPRESSESIN EVERY 
ASPECT 1 

WHAl HI H ' V H IN!3» VHi£)N 


CD PLAYER AND AMPLIFIER 

NAD C545BEE AND C326BEE 


_i_j_J 

***** 


NAD CE456EE CD Player __ 

■ £269.95[ERP f 349.95,Save£80) ***** 

■ Titanium finish wwwvww 

NAD C326BEE Amplifier 

■ £249.95 (RRP £324.95, Saw £75) ***** 

■ Titanium finish mumom 



"A BRILLIANTPLAWi 
FORTHEMONEf :r 

WHAT H-FP5OJND3iW5l0N 


O 4 >oooooaop O O Oj 


iPOD/INTERNET RADIO 
SPEAKER SYSTEM 
EPOZ AKTIMATE MAXI 


'WmE’SREALLY 
VERYLimS EXCUSE 
NOT TO FIND ROOM 
FORTHESEIN 
YCKJRHQMF' 

WHATHI RrSOUNDAYBCIM i 



MAILORDER AND WEBSITE 


STORES- EACH BRANCH OFFERS EXPERT DEMONSTRATION AND INSTALLATION 


Birmingham Leeds 

67Smallbrook,0’way 105 Vicar Lane 
01216312675 0113 2449075 

Derby Lincoln 

■ m wm m iij m «if ■ mmw 22 S^dlfitGstc 2713 High Street 

WWW.SUPERFI.CO.UK 01332360 303 01522520265 


MAILORDER HOTUNE 

08007311821 

BUYONUNENOWAT 


London 

2-4CamdenHighSt 
020 73881300 
Manchester 
54 Bridge Street 
01618351156 


Nottingham 
15 Market Street 
01159412137 
Stockport 

68-70 Lower Hillgate 
01614299080 
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60 EPSON EH“TW5500-»£4,000 Approx -► www.epson.co.uk 


Dark master 

Epson's new EH-TW5500 proves to John Archer that LCD isn't just 
a budget projection technology 


W hile LCD has its place in 
the projection world, and 
many dedicated followers, 
I've long felt that its inherent 
weakness - black leveL response - 
makes it a problematic technology to 
use at the higher end of the market. 

Epson, though, is having none of 
this. Its flagship EH-TW5500 costs 
the best part of four grand, putting 
it in the same price ball-park as 
JVC's HD550 custom install D-ILA 
projector. Ouch. 


The TW550Q’s build quality is 
suitably luxurious, with its heavy-duty 
matt-black finish and no-nonsense 
shape combining practicality (it 
won’t stand out in a darkened room) 
with a satlsfyingly serious aesthetic. 

What really stands out about the 
TW5500, though, is its claimed 
200,000:1 contrast ratio (and 
measured by our Tech Labs at a still 
very impressive 97.000:1). 

The answer to how this has been 
achieved lies in two main parts. First, 


the latest incarnation of Epson’s 
DeepBlack system means Less light 
is lost’ between the bulb and your 
screen. Second, you’ve got Epson's 
new dual-layer notched iris design, 
which reduces light in two quick 
stages as a film switches from light 
to dark shots, rather than just the 
usual single stage. This allows the 
Epson to deliver more drastic shifts in 
light output - and thus deeper blacks 
- without the usual, distracting 
brightness jumps’ 
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most highty- 
specified LCD 
projector 

around 


Position: 


The TW55Q0 
sits right at the 
top of Epson’s 
new home 
cinema 

projector range 

JVC DLA-HD550; 

Panasonic 

PT-AE4000 


Other important features of the 
TW55G 0 incLude 12bit HQV video 
processing (versus PixelWorks 
processing on the TW4400), ISF 
calibration support, third-party 
anamorphic lens support, and new 
frame interpolation processing. 

After a startlingly easy set up, 
thanks to a lovely 2.1 x zoom and 
loads of vertical and horizontal image 
shifting, the TW5500 quickLy has me 
eating my E LCD can’t do premium’ 
opinion with a slice of humbLe pie. 

For starters, black level response 
is outstanding. There's practicaLLy no 
sign of the grey wash over dark 
scenes often seen with LCD projector 
images (including the TW44Q0), 
leaving blacks that look rich and 
credible. JVC’s D-ILA based HD550 
goes darker still, but it’s a close call 
The Epson's blacks aLso hold good 
shadow detailing despite their depth. 

The TW5500 also performs 
superbly with its colours, which are 
gorgeously nuanced and more 
vibrant than those of the TW5500’s 
predecessor, the TW5800; the 


TW4400; and JVC’s HD550. 

Sharpness is no issue either, 
as the TW550Q’s Full HD resolution 
and advanced processing allows HD 
material to appear with impeccable 
clarity and detail, yet without the 
grain and over-stressed edges you 
get with projectors that try too hard. 

Contributing to the sense of clarity 
is the Frame Interpolation processing, 
which substantially reduces judder 
whiLe generating hardly any nasty 
processing side effects. The trick 
is that the TWSSOQ's system is 
adaptive, reducing its power when it 
recognises that a particular scene is 
going to push it into causing artefacts. 

With the TW5500 also running 
extremely quietly in Low-lamp mode, 
the only bad think I can find with its 
performance is that occasionally it 
marginalLy loses focus without you 
touching anything. But aside from 
this piffling issue, Epson has 
succeeded in making me completely 
rethink my position about LCD’s 
projector potential. And you can’t 
say fairer than that 


-$Tech Labs 

Power consumption: Watts 



White screen: 

Pretty much what you 
would expect fora 
device of this type, 
though it defaults to 
Eco mode, which 
consumes 244 W 



Powered: 

No significant 
difference with moving 
video (to be expected} 


TV Contrast Ratio 
Claim edl 

200 , 000:1H 

I Actual 

■ 97 , 000:1 

Picture: With 
the ‘Vivid’ preset 
engaged, the contrast 
ratio of 97.000:1 Is an 
excellent result 


Colour accuracy 



Presets: 

Unaccountably, our 
measurements are 
consistently 1,000K 
(give or take) out from 
the official ones 
6 t 500K: 5,500 K 
5,00 OK: 4.000K 
5,500K: 4,400K 
6 t Q0QK: 4.B00K 




Specifications 

HD Ready: vies including 1080p24 

Component video: res one input 
HDWI: vh2 X HDMI vl.3 
PC input: vies 1 D-Sub 15-pin 
12V trigger: yes one output 
Resolution' 1920 x 1080 
Brightness (claimed): 1,600 ANSI 
lumens (claimed) 
Contrast (claimed): 200,000:1 
(claimed) 
Dimensions: 450(w) x 145(h) 
x390(d)mm 
Weight: 7.5kg 
Also features; ISF support; motion 
interpolation processing; HQV 
processing; sharpness boosting 
processing; dual-layer notched 
iris,; Deep Black optical 
technology; seven colour-mode 
presets; comprehensive gamma/ 
colour adjustments; vertical and 
horizontal lens shift; RS232 serial 
port; 22dB quoted fan noise; 
4,000 hour lamp life; 30-300in 
image; 2, lx zoom 




Epson EH-TW5500 
£4,000 Approx 

Highs: No-nonsense design; Lots of 
features; easy and flexible to setup; 
produces the finest LCD pictures yet 
Lows; More expensive than rivals; 
occasionally loses focus a Little, 
requiring readjustment 

Performance: ooooo 
Design: ooooo 
Features: ooooo 

Overall: 00006 
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62 PANASONIC DMR-EX99V-*£450 Approx www.panasonic.co.uk 


The odd couple 

In Panasonic's latest AV wonder, digital recording coexists happily with 
a bygone analogue era. Marlin Pipe explains 


F or the benefit of younger HCC 
readers baffled by the picture 
below of Panasonic’s new 
DMR-EX99V, take note: that large 
slot on the left of the front panel 
takes anaLogue VHS tapes. Yes, whiLe 
it may cater for Freeview terrestrial 
digital and DVD, this Panasonic deck 
also connects with the old-tech past, 
by featuring a VCR, 

The very mention of VHS makes 
many of us go all misty-eyed and 
nostalgic for the early 1980s, when 
VCRs were prized famiLy possessions. 
The good news is that, with the 
EX99V, those vintage tapes lurking 
at the back of the cupboard can 
easily be transferred to DVD. 

Get editing 

First, though, you can dub them 
to the 250GB HDD, This’ll let you 


eliminate unwanted material, thanks 
to Panasonic’s friendly editing 
functions, before copying what’s left 
to blank DVDs. Discs/tracks can be 
named, and thumbnails and basic 
menus chosen, before the disc is 
finaLised. Bingo, 

What’s also cool - especially if 
someone in the family is either not 
au fait with modern tech or merely 
charmed by the retro fuzzy chic of 
clunky VHS - is that HDD and 
(non-copyright) DVDs can be 
dubbed to tape. The VCR supports 
index search, hi-fi sound, NTSC 
playback/dubbing and SP/LP/EP 
recording modes, but lacks fulL 
S-VHS compatibility. Sure, it will play/ 
dub such tapes, but with mere VHS 
quality, S-VHS users can, however, 
connect up their old VCRs to the 
front-panel AV inputs. 


Naturally, there's far more to the 
EX99V than its VCR talents. It’s also 
a Freeview + HDD recorder, upscaling 
DVD player and music jukebox. 

It doesn’t record Freeview's digital 
datastreams as broadcast directly, 
though. Instead they’re decoded and 
then re-encoded by the machine’s 
recording electronics. On the plus 
side, you can cram a lot more on 
the hard drive or DVD - but with 
a drop-off in AV quality. 

Another niggle is the EX99V's 
timeshifting feature. For a start, 
the annoying onscreen graphic 
that appears cannot be turned off. 
What’s more, you can’t permanently 
preserve a recording that's in the 
buffer, should you decide it’s a 
'keeper 1 . But beyond that, I’m 
pleased with the EX99V's TV-related 
features: the GuidePius ERG, which 


AV/CV 
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can scheduLe the 32-eve nt/1-mo nth 
timer directly, offers a programme- 
search facility as we LI as basic 
categories; and auto renewal 
recording 1 means you need never 
miss another soap again,,. 

The EX99V Lacks a Firewire input 
for DV camcorders, but the USB 
port wiLL accept footage from 
modern cams. The SD card slot 
aLlows playback and copying of 
JPEGs and MPEG-2 video, too. 

File support extends to MP3 music, 
and you can rip CDs to the hard drive, 
where an onboard Gracenote 
database will even attempt to 
identify your disc 

Setup 

Owing to HDMI incompatibilities 
with my Onkyo AV receiver, I had 
to connect the EX99V directly to 
my TV, sound being carried to the 
AVR via opticaL digital (the only 
non-HDMI option that Panasonic 
gives you), f immediately discovered 
the machine pesters you with 
a 'new channels found.,. 5 message 
whenever it's started. Rescan and 
reboot, and the message persists! 
Thankfully, it can be turned off 
in the menus. 

Freeview pictures were impressive, 
even after upscaling (which is 
available for all sources including 
VHS). Naturally, recording quality 
depends on which of the modes 
you've set. In the top (XP) mode. 


it's difficult to tell the recording apart 
from the original As far as digital 
TV is concerned, though, the next 
rung down (SP) is probably an 
adequate bet. The third choice (LP) 
retains all of the source's detail but 
is spoilt by blocking, EP is best 
described as wobbly- 
matter swimming in a sea 
of artifacts. Even VHS is better! 
On which subject, the VH5-to-digital 
dubbing facilities exceeded my 
expectations in terms of the picture 
quality. I expect Panasonic is using 
some very clever processing. 

In all modes, sound quality 
is superb, and the jukebox facility 
uses linear PCM (no MP3 
compression here) so there's 
no perceptible loss of quaLity 
relative to the original CD. 

Old faithful 

Okay, Panasonic's EX99V is a bit 
dowdy in terms of Looks, and feels 
about as cutting-edge as rubber 
scissors, but it's still a very versatile, 
solidly-built machine that covers all 
bases (excepting 5-VHS, maybe). 
However, Freeview datastream 
recording would give you the best 
possibLe AV quality. It s also 
annoying that the EX99V doesn't 
automatically play the next HDD 
recording - something Panasonics 
used to do. Oh, and finally, the 
machine can be very slow to boot 
up. A bit like an old VCR, in fact 


Three of 
ct kind: 

The Panasonic 
can record 
to HDD, DVD 
and VHS 



-4 Tech Labs 

Power consumption: Watts 



idling: Not a high 
figure, considering 
everything that's on 
offer here 


200 300 



Playing; Spinning DVDs 
uses slightly more power 
(25W)than playing 
VHS tapes (23W) 


Audio Jitter: Ps 


500 



Sound: An excellent 
audio jitter figure 
- better than some 
'audiophile'CD players 
weVe come across 


Video Jitter: Ns 


10 



vision: A fairly average 
result, but pictures are 
subjective Lystahle 


-» Specifications 

DVD Recorder: vrsit writes to DVD-R/ 
RW, DVD+R/RW and DVD-RAM 
Dual-layer recording; yes 
Hard Drive: ves 250GB (up to 441 hours 
recording) 

DVB tuner: yes (but no analogue tuner) 
Upscaling: yes to 1080p 
Recording modes: 4 pLus FR 
MP3/JPEG playback: yes/yes 
USB reader: yes 
Memory card slot: mesSD 
HDMt socket: vs with CEC support 
Component output: m 
OV input: no 

Dimensions: 430(w) x 84(h) 346(d) 

mm 
Weight: 6.1kg 
ALso featuring: Handset with multi- 
brand TV control; RGB Scart input/ 
output; CD jukebox; manual chapter 
creation; divide/partial erase; high¬ 
speed dubbing; real-time dubbing to 
lower-quality mode, one-touch 
copying between VH5/HDD/DVD; 
GuidePlus (without STB controL); 
automatic grouping of recordings; 
playlist editing; PCM audio recording 
option (for XP mode); 32-event/l- 
month timer; playback picture 
adjustment; digital teLetext; 
Freeview+ certification; view DVD 
while HDD records 



HCC VERDICT 


Panasonic DMR-EX99V 
£450 Approx 

Highs: Excellent AV performance: 
sensibly-featured digital recorder 
Lows: VHS-only VCR; no pay-TV 
upgrade path; no infrared control 
over STB 

Performance: 00600 
Design; 06000 
Features: 06000 

Overall: OGOQ0 
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JVC returns 
to slender 


The Japanese brand bravely tries to take its screen business upmarket with 
the LT-32WX50. John Archer finds out if it succeeds 



J VC’S XIVIEW LT-32WX50 knows 
how to get your attention. Take 
its price, for instance: at a cooL 
£2,500, it's phenomenally expensive 
for a 32in screen. No surprise, then, 
that JVC is Looking to shift it through 
custom install channels rather than 
normal high-street outlets. 

Also striking is the 32WX5G 1 s 
finish: a rather fetching deep grey 
aluminium with an optional 
indust rial-sty Le table-top mount and 
detachable speaker bar. 

Comfortably, the 
32WX50’s most stand-out 
feature, though, is its truly 
stunning slimness. At its 

thinnest point it's just 6.4mm deep. 
That makes it a whole 3 and a bit 
mm - count 'eml - thinner 
than Last year’s Sony 40EX1 
ground breaker. Even the bottom 
third onLy ‘balloons 1 to 25mm - still 
markedly slimmer than Samsung’s 
iconic B8000 LED series. 

The screen's slimness aids its 
custom installation ambitions too. 
Fora screen this thin could be much 
more easily incorporated than a 
standard LCD TV into wall ceiling 
and shelf AV systems, or fitted using, 
say, picture frames, railings, interior 
suspension units, or mirrored chests. 

Whether the 32WX50s incredible 
Slimness is enough to justify the 
screen's mammoth price depends 
on how design-obsessed/well- 
heeLed you are. But I suspect that 
for most HCC readers, the 32WX50 
will need to do more - so let's find 


out what features the slender 
chassis hoLds. 

No tuner 

Connections wise, the only findings 
are two HDMI inputs, a PC RGB 
input, RS-232 control support, 
and USB/SD multimedia options. 
There’s no tuner input, because 
there’s no tuner in the screen' It’s 
mereLy a monitor - which is, of 
course, entireLy acceptable in custom 
installation circles. 

The 32WX50’s pictures are driven 
by JVC's latest picture processing 
platform, the New DynaPix HD 
engine. This includes a 12bit Real Bit 
Driver that enables upconversion of 
lower bitrate signals such as 8bit HD 
broadcasts and DVD signals to 12bit 
Deep Colour signaLs, resuming in 
smoother coLour gradation. 

Also part of the new DynaPix 
HD engine is aChromaticity Point 
Conversion Circuit, designed to 
compensate for colour bLeed and 
colour drift caused by gaps between 
the source colour format and the 
LCD's own coLour space. 

DynaPix HD now incorporates 
Intelligent Clear Noise Reduction 
processing, too, which detects and 
reacts to picture noise in each of a 
picture's 16 frequency areas, as welL 
as InteLLigent Colour Management, 
which uses a newly-developed 
algorithm to emulate how people 
are drawn more to the colours of key 
objects than they are the colours of 
surrounding objects. 


Next up is a new generation 
(version III) of JVC's CLear Motion 
Drive technology, delivering 
enhanced 10 0/120 Hz processing as 
welL as reaL-time, mot ion-estimated 
noise-reduction. 

Another interesting ability of 
the 32WX50 is wide colour gamut 
coverage. The screen can tackle 
a full 100 per cent of the sRGB colour 
spectrum, and around 90 per cent 
of the Adobe RGB spectrum. This 
should Let it reproduce digitaL 
photographs with unprecedented 
(in the TV world) coLour accuracy. 
There’s even a Photo Pro picture 
preset, designed for D-SLR stills. 

Other presets include Game, 
Theatre, Dynamic. Standard, Monitor 
and even separate HD and standard- 
def CCTV options, plus digital 
signage and medical dispLay settings 
for commercial applications. 

As well as the aforementioned 
picture presets, you get six separate 
memory slots for storing your own 
settings. And among the vast 
quantity of things you can change are 
such niceties as the BY gain and BY/ 
RY angle of the hue setting: separate 
detail, horizontal and vertical 
sharpness adjustments: extensive 
backlight adjustment; coLour matrix, 
temperature and space adjustments; 
white balance fine-tuning using 
Drive’ and Cutoff values for the red, 
green and blue colour eLements; and 
comprehensive colour management. 

This latter tool lets you adjust the 
colour and hue of the red, green, 


AV/CV 

Product: 


fine-tuneable 
32in monitor 
with an 
ultra-slim 
profile ai med a 
the custom 
install market 


Positioning; 


of JVC 1 

s current 

screen 

treejusl 

above 

the 

similar 

*y 

spec ifi 

edbut 

not as 

thin 

42WX70 model 


Samsung 
UEB40B8000; 
Sony 40EXI 
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Specifications 

HD Ready; yes including 1080p24 
Turn m monitor on ly 
Component video: yes via D-Sub 
adaptor 

HDMI: vies two vl.3 HDMI inputs 
PC input: yes one D-Sub 
Resolution: 1,920 x 1,080 
Sound; 10W 
Brightness: 400cd/m2 
Contrast ratio: 80,000:1 (4,000:1 
native) 

Dimensions (off stand): 772,4(w) x 
496.1(h) x22.5(d)mm 

Weight: 5.7kg 
Also features; 100/120Hz Clear 
Motion Drive III processing; 
DynaPix HD video processing 
engine; noise reduction routines; 

USB and SD inputs with JPEG 
compatibility; wide colour gamut 
screen with 100% sRGB and 
90% Adobe RGB range; Gamma 
2.2 pre-adjusted; Real Bit Driver; 
Intelligent Colour Management; 
52 manual picture adjustment 
properties; edge LED backlighting 
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What a 
stunna: 

Pictures are 
as ravishing 
as the design 
- some of 
the time 


cyan, and yellow components, as 
well as the hue and colour of skin. 
The problem with combining 
the 32WX50’s exceptional picture 
flexibility with a £2,500 price is that if 
the picture quality the screen delivers 
is less than perfect, it's going to feel 
disappointing. And sadly, the pictures 
are less than perfect. 


Box of wax 

Why? First, the picture isn’t as sharp 
as I’d Like, especially when it comes 
to standard-def viewing. Skin tones 
look sLightLy waxy, and there’s 
sometimes quite pronounced motion 
blur, no matter what settings you use. 

My other concern is with the black 
level response. On paper the quoted 
4,000:1 native and 30,000:1 dynamic 
contrast ratios look okay. But in 
action, the screen’s edge-LED lighting 
system causes distracting Light 
pooling in each corner. 

The 32WX50 also suffers with 
some grey clouding over dark scenes, 
hiding subtle shadow detailing. 

Frustratingly, its failings stand in 
stark opposition to some startling 
strengths. For instance, the sheer 
range of colours the screen produces 
is, for my money, unprecedented on 
a 32in TV, With skin tones in reguLarly 
watched Blu-ray sequences 1 
witnessed subtleties of tone in 
different parts of people’s faces that 
! haven’t seen before at the 32in leveL, 

Similarly, subtle blends like auras 
around planets and stars, or the 
varied shades of red in a sunset sky, 


are delivered with extraordinary 
precision. This is striking with digital 
Stllb, where the detail, subtLety and 
accuracy of the 32WX50's coLour 
rendition is simply exquisite. 

The exceptional subtlety with 
colours is also used to render colours 
with uncannily accurate tones. 
Somehow this colour accuracy even 
extends to dark pictures, aside from 
the way deep blacks look rather grey. 

While the 32WX50 might not be 
the greatest screen at suppressing 
motion blur, it Is very accomplished 
at keeping a Lid on judder, leaving 
images from all sources looking fluid 
and smooth - but not unnaturally so. 
The viewing angle is wider than that 
of most LCD TVs too. 

One last string to its bow is audio. 
For despite being as slim as the 
thickest part of the screen's slender 
form, the provided speaker bar kicks 
out much more clarity, voLume, 
dynamism and soundstage size than 
most 32in LCD TV speaker systems. 

There is much to admire about the 
32WX50 - and I’m not just talking 
about its startling design. JVC has 
dearly poured its heart into making 
the 32WX50 a custom instaLLer's 
dream, with no stone of set-up 
flexibility Left unturned. And when 
its pictures are good, they’re steLLar. 

That said, I’d hoped foraLmost 
flawless pictures for £2,500. Vet 
the 32WX50’s backLight consistency 
and motion blur issues ensure that 
’almost flawless 5 is certainly not 
where its pictures are at 


-i>Tech Labs 


Power consumption: Watts 

200 300 200 300 
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White screen: 

Somewhat higher than 
average consumption 
tor a 32 in TV. The Eto 
feature cuts it bylSW 
to90W 


Test footage: A slight 
increase with movie 
playback and the 
supplied stereo 
speakers connected 


TV Contrast: Ratio 
Claimed®" 

80,000:1 H 

I Actual 

■ 3,000:1 

Picture: Short of 
contrast claims in 
standard default mode. 
Theater’ mode lowers 
the contrast ratio to 
just under 1200:1 


Colour accuracy 



Presets: The seven 
preset modes cover a 
wide variety of white 
points, presumably to 
satisfy all the uses to 
which JVC expects this 
monitor to be put. 
Preset 0 Is closest to 
the 6,50 OK Ideal’; 
manual adjustment of 
R/G/B drive and cutoff 
are available for 
perfectionists 
1:16,000K 
3:11.500K 
6:6,000K 
7:3,5 00K 



HCC VERDICT 

JVC XIVIEW 32WX50 
£2,500 Approx 

Highs: Jaw-dropping ultra-slim 
design; sound quaLity; terrific coLour 
response and still Image playback 
Lows: Motion is a bit messy; 
backlight inconsistencies 

Performance: OG0OG 
Design: 06006 
Features: OGOCG 

Overall: 0000© 
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Samsung Dealer of the Year 2010 

Buy from the UK’s No.l! 


SAMSUNG 6DP1580 


6LU-RAY PLAYER 

» lO&Op DVD Up-scale 
» BD-Live 

» Digital PlLis/Dts HD 
» HDMI Connection 



SONY RDRDC205B 


DVD RECORDER 

» Integrated Freeview 
» 25QGB Hard Drive 
» lOeOp Up-Scale 
» HDMI Connection 



TOSHIBA 22DV665DB 


LG 26LH2Q00 



Z2" HD READY LCD f DVD TV 

& Integrated Freeview 
» Side Slot DVD Player 
» Divx Playback 
► HDMI Connections 


dJgktel(V) 


HO 


5 ,?a £ 229 95 



Z6 " HD READY LCD TV 
y> Integrated Freeview 
» 30,000:1 Contrast 
» Real Cinema 
» 2 x HDMI Connection 


^ £ 249- 95 


LG 32LH3000 




PANASONIC TXL37S10B 



37" HD1O0OPLCDTV 


» Integrated Freeview 
» 1920x1050 Resolution 
» 80,000:1 Contrast 
» 3 x HDMI Connections 




£ 419 95 


SAMSUNG P542B430 



42” HD READY PLASMA TV 

» Integrated Freeview 
» 1024 x 70S (HD 720p) 

» 100Hz Viewing Mode 
2 x HDMI Connections 


ssss £399-95 


LG HB954 


PHILIPS 32PFL7404H 


SONY KDL46W57I0U 


LG 50PQ6000 



5.1 BUJ-RAY SYSTEW 

» 100DW Total Power 
iPod Dock 

loaop DVD Up-Scale 
» HDMI Connection 


BOSE® SOUNDDOCK®10 



DIGITAL MUSIC SYSTEM 

» Front iPod Dock 
. ■ » Wireless Bluetooth 


l 


» Remote 


^ 15% FREE GOODS 

^CALL 


BOSE HOME CINEMA a HI-FI 


LIFESTYLE IB 5-1 SYSTEM...Save 20% €1349 

LIFESTYLE 28 5.1 SYSTEM......Save 20%E1749 

LIFESTYLE 4B 54 SYSTEM,*.._ £CALL 

LIFESTYLE V20 54 SYSTEM.Save 20% £1409 

LIFESTYLE V30 5.1 SYSTEM.Save 20%, £1999 

CINEMATE MK1 24 MUSIC SYSTEM. €449 

331 MKIII 2.1 MUSIC SYSTEM.. ,£699 

COMPANION 2 COMPUTER SPEAKERS. £CALL 

SOUNDDOCK IPOD SPEAKER SYSTEM.. £CALL 


IN-EAR H EADPHQNES,, .... £ CALL 

[ DENON HOME CINEMA & HI-FI 

AVR 1910 av Recelvef...»+..,*+~.. 

.... EC ALL 

AVR2310 AV Receiver_,___ 

,„ r £CALL 

AVR3310 AV Rc-CL-lvcr.... 

f CALL 

av r 431 a av Receiver. 

....CCALL 

AVR4G10 av Receiver.... 

„ rr £CALL 

DEP1610 BLu-ray Player... 

..,...£379 

DBP2D1Q Blu-rey 

. m< „.£4B9 

DF107DAB Hi-Fi System..... 

. £339 

DM 3 7 DAB Hi-Fi System.... 

. £lfl9 

S5BD El u-ray 

...41899 

r YAMAHA HOME CINEMA & HI-FI , 

RKV565 av Receiver.,. 

, w .4249 

RXV765 AV Recewer. ...... .. 

RXVl 05 5 AV Receiver .. 

. £349 

. £499 

RXV2055 AV Receiver. 

. £649 

RXV39Q0 AV Receiver...... 

. £099 

D5PZ7 AV Amplifier..,__ _ 

.,,,£1499 

YSP4100 Sound Ber . 

£099 

PDX3D Ippd Dock... 

. .£09 

PDX50 (pod Dock. 

. . £129 

M430 Hl-Fl System ... 

. £249 


32" HD lOHOP LCD TV 
» Integrated Freeview 
50,000:1 Contrast 
A x HDMI Connections 





LG 42SL9000 


42” HD 1080P LED TV 

» Integrated Freeview 
» 1920x1080 Resolution 
3,000,000:1 Contrast 
4 k HDMI Connections 






LG 6OP57O0O 


m 


dfefraf[2] 


46" HD 1080P LCD TV 

» Integrated Freeview 
» 1920x1080 Resolution 
» 100,000:1 Contrast 
» 4 x HDMI Connections 


60" HD 1080P PLASMA TV 

» Integrated Freeview 
» 1920x1080 Resolution 
» 000Hz Motion Plus 
» 4 x HDMI Connections 


fgo E 1399 s5 



SO” HD READY PLASMA TV 

Li W\ » Integrated Freeview 

» eOQHz Motion Plus 
» 2,000,000:1 Contrast 
» 3 x HDMI Connections 


■ ^ ALSO AVAILABLE 42PQ6Q0Q C429.95 

^ £ 549 95 


SEEN IT CHEAPER? CAN'T FIND WHAT YOU’RE LOOKING FOR? 

CALL US NOW 020 8911 0311 



SPEAKER PACKAGES » 


AMPLIFIERS 
& RECEIVERS 


DENON 


DENON 


DENON 


DENON 


DENON 


SONY 


AVR1910 
AVR2319 
AVR331D 
AVR4310 
AVR4810 

_| STRDH800 

KaV.l^ilILl RXV465BL 
|RXV5G5BL 
| RXV7G5BL 
|RXV1G65BL 
|RXV2 065BL 
IRXV3900BL 
DSPZ7BL 


(Hi) YAMAHA 


I&YAMAHA 


® YAMAHA 


® YAMAHA 


©YAMAHA 


©YAMAHA 


JJIJS 

AM10 


AM15 

Q, 2000 5.1 PK 

! *d«""i [ GLOSS £100 EXTRA) 

NORMAL 

PACKAGE 

NORMAL 

PACKAGE 

NORMAL 

PACKAGE 

PRICE 

PRICE 

PRICE 

PRICE 

PRICE 

PRICE 

£1299 

£999 

£1499 

£1155 

£999 

£795 

£1649 

£1265 

£1849 

£1399 

£1349 

£1045 

£2049 

£1565 

£2249 

£1699 

£1749 

£1349 

£2749 

£2145 

£2949 

£2299 

£2449 

£1949 

£3699 

£3299 

£3899 

£3499 

£3399 

£2999 

£1149 

£945 

£1349 

£1095 

£849 

£685 

£1199 

£949 

£1399 

£1079 

£899 

£665 

£1299 

£999 

£1499 

£1149 

£999 

£735 

£1399 

£1049 

£1599 

£1199 

£1099 

£835 

£1599 

£1199 

£1799 

£1339 

£1299 

£939 

£1949 

£1649 

£2149 

£1849 

£1649 

£1449 

£2349 

£1799 

£2549 

£1949 

£2049 

£1445 

£2799 

£2235 

£2999 

£2365 

£2499 

£1839 


HKEF 


Award Winning KHT Series 
Mega Package Deals 
Available - Call For Details 

» KHT1005.2 
» KHT20O5-3 
» KHT3005SE 
» KHT5005 

we will NOT be 
beaten on pricel 



Visit our showroom 

78-80 Cranbrook Road, 
Ilford, Essex, IG1 4NH 

Call 020 8911 0311 


Opening Times: 

Monday to Saturday - 9.00am till 6.00pm 

Sunday - 11.00am till 5.00pm 

Open Bank HoLidays - 10.00am till 5.00pm 

Parking; 

Public parking at The Exchange MaLl Ilford for 
over 1000 cars. WelL reimburse up to 2 hours 
parking fee with any visit to our store. 



Seme of these offers ere- enduswE to readers af the magazine. Peese quote this sd when cslkig Fites ..'-slid ■ntiist stocks- lest and abject ta avaJfelity. aA trademarks see acknowledged E&0E. AJi featured products 1 per ojEtcuner. Stsre offErs msy be for in shore purdfrases only. AS stock is brand new h sealed emteiners and My 
gufrtfto&d ftr cue year uitess rife^Ly stated otherwise. * Gam* frkee ae baaed on prti*jL±L PRC In store sling pices anJ mramattin sm^ibsJ by Wl-F? magasne manuracturea, m n^gazne arid what Plaana & LCD m^aiiit* .* Terms $ CcrtlLLms q^jly, call ri stcre fer detads. Futher rifcmiatMUi avaAaftle on reqiest 
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SAMSUNG 



The 3D leader 

The £350 BD-C6900 is Samsung's most advanced Blu-ray player yet. 
Steve May wonders if there's more to it than just 3D 


I subscribe to the theory that any 
disc player worth owning should 
have the demeanour of a 
battleship built by a Scottish 
shipyard. Rigidity foreshadows 
integrity, and tells me that a 
manufacturer takes the player 
as seriously as I take my medsa. 

So Samsung’s debut 3D BD player, 
the BD-C6900, is a challenge. Its 
almost impossibly slight frame (it’s 
more kayak than cruiser) contradicts 
my world view, and teases me with 
a transparent lid and glimpses of my 
spinning discs. Yet I need to take it 
seriously. This BD player is the first 
of an advanced 3D Blu-ray breed. 

So will it float my boat? 

Samsung has been a quiet leader 
in the Blu-ray world, it launched 
arguably the first player, the 
BD-P1000, and it's been aggressively 
raising the stakes ever since. 
Coincidentally, if you own a 
BD-P1000, this new model shares 


the same remote control codes and 
you'll end up with mirrored actions 
if the two decks are berthed in the 
same room. 

Okay, so we know it’s compatible 
with next generation 3D Blu-ray discs. 
What else? Well, it exploits its Profile 
2.0 internet connection to deliver 
extra IP content via Samsung’s own 
IntemetCgfTV portal, including BBC 
iPlayer, LOVEFiLM movie streaming, 
video dips on YouTube, picture 
browsing on Picasa and more. 

The deck will naturally stream 
media from connected devices over 
a network. If you have a NAS 
(Networked Attached Storage}, 
it will let you stream a selection and 
pull content from a PC. The player is 
DLNA-compliant out of the box, but 
you also have the option to install 
All-Share management software on 
your PC to enhance functionality. 

The player is at its happiest when 
playing extraneous media from 


AV/CV 

Product: 


3D Blu-ray 


The company’s 
most advanced 


player yet 




a USB stick. File support is good, 
although the deck's incompatible 
with FLAG or MPEG4 AAC audio. 

Using the BD-C6900 is a lot 
of fun. The full-screen GUI is sharp 
(literally and graphically), with 
chunky icons for content types. You 
can even theme the background 
screen with one of five 'skins’. 

One practical complication of 3D 
Blu-ray is that the HDMI vl.4 output 
on the player needed to deliver 
control codes to a compatible 3D 
screen. If you route it via an older AV 
receiver with HDMI vl.3 inputs (to get 
at the lossless audio soundtracks on 
Blu-rays), you’ll lose the control 
codes at best, thereby causing your 
TV to go into a strop. So at first 
glance, to run hiccup-free 3D, you’U 
need to forgo lossless audio. To get 
around this, Samsung offers a full set 
of 7.1 channel analogue outputs on 
the back (fine if your amp has 
a matching set of inputs). 
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Backside connectivity includes 
an Ethernet port, although the player 
has integrated Wi-Fi, Getting on a 
network and online isn’t much hassle. 

Samsung currently has no plans 
to bundle in Active Shutter 3D 
glasses, but these will be bundled 
with Samsung3DTVs. 

Another world 

In use the C6900 is pleasingly 
sprightly, thanks to a feature dubbed 
Ultra Fast Play, !t can get an image on 
screen from BLu-ray considerably 
quicker than Last year s models. 

Despite the unit’s Lack of girth, 
image quality Is very good. 

There’s some serious 
silicon beneath the hood 
of this player and regular 
Blu-rays look blisteringly 
sharp. Fine detail is excellent 
and colour reproduction is 
without compromise. 

When fed with a 3D BLu-ray, you're 
asked to accept the 3D setting (as if 
the player doesn't believe its owner 
really wants to watch movies wearing 
3D spex). But stick with it and you'll 
be rewarded with fun dimensional 
images, I used it with Samsung's 40in 
7000 series LED TV and was 
seriously impressed by the depth. 

Audio is a more intriguing. The 
menu system a Hows you to output 
over HDM! either LPCM, the originaL 
movie soundtrack re-encoded to 
PCM, or as a bitstream (the so-called 
'audiophile' mode). I auditioned the 
player with two AVRs, Onkyo’s 
TX-NR906 and Pioneer’s Susano 


SC-LX90, While the player was happy 
to be partnered with the Onkyo, 
things didn’t go so welL with Pioneer, i 
found that the unit was unabLe to lock 
and stream a DT5-HD MA bitstream, 
causing the display to flicker wiLdly. 
Similarly, when a Dolby TrueHD disc 
was played, the Pioneer ignored it, 
maintaining a dignified silence, It's 
difficult to know if it’s either the 
Pioneer or the Samsung which needs 
a firmware update (until we know 
for sure, Pioneer AVR owners should 
tread carefuLly), Converting to PCM 
within the pLayer is one practical 
solution. Denon AVR owners should 
be fine, as Samsung’s UK Q&A Labs 
test compatibility with Denon AVRs. 

Slim but serious 

Samsung's BD-C6900 punches 
above its weight, and convincingly 
undermines my generaL phiLosophicaL 
love for over-engineered disc players. 
Despite its s Limn ess, there’s all the 
necessary hardware onboard for 
the 3D Multiview Codec and picture 
processing engine. 

Video quality is excellent, but 
the player is a little pedantic: I would 
argue for easier AV networking and 
more comprehensive file support. 

And while having analogue audio 
outputs is appreciated, twin HDMIs 
would be a more practical solution 
(provided sync between the two is 
kept) to maintain compatibility with 
HDM I vl.3 (and Lower) AV receivers, 
still, it remains an attractive first- 
round 3D player. It remains to be 
seen how others compare 


Slim shady: 

Samsung's 
latest foray into 
the cutting 
edge packs 
more than its 
lightweight 
frame suggests 


-* Tech Labs 


Power con sumption: Watts 
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Idling: The deck’s Playing: When 

idling power spimingadisc.it 

corsurn ptlon is m in ima l increases to 14W 


Loading: Boot/Java 

Boot speed & 
tray eject 

iss 

Tray In to 
main BD m enu 

■ 36s 


Disc loading & Java: 

Samsung’s 3D BD deck 
Is fast to boot and load 


Audio Jitter: Ps 

t.QQO 


1,500 



Analogue: 

Very good audio jitter 
figure for slimline 
product like this 


-4 Specifications 

Upscaling: yes All resolutions up to 
lOBOp 

Multi region: wo Region B BLu-ray 
and R2 DVD 
HDMI: vesI x vl.4 
Component: vesI output 
Multichannel analogue: yes 7.1 phono 
outputs 
Digital audio: res Optical 
SAC D/DVD-A: no/no Neither supported 
Dolby True H0/DTS HD decoding: yes/rcs 
Dolby True HD/DTS HD bitstream: vesAes 
P rofile 2,0: wfs 
D imensions: 430 (w) x 205(h) 
x 43(d)mm 
Weight: 1.8kg 
Also featuring: Front-mounted USB; 
integrated Wi-Fi; network streaming; 
Internet®TV online content portal 
including YouTube and Picasa 



HCC VERDICT 


Sony BD-C6900 
£350 Approx 
Highs: Great video quaLity; fast 
Loading; USB file support; 3D 
compatibility; better ‘net content 
Lows: Network streaming re Lies on 
PC content management software; 

some connection issues 

Performance: 00600 
Design: 00600 
Features: 0060 © 

Overall: 00600 
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70 FETCH TV SMARTBOX 8000-»£220 APPROX -> www.fetchtv.co.uk 


A Fetching idea 

Adrian Justins examines a Freeview+ PVR with some interesting add-ons 


-fcTech Labs 





AV/CV 

Product: 


Freeview* PVR 
with fPTV 
services 
includingBBC 
iPlayer, plus 
multimedia 
playback 


Position: 


Fetch TV’s only 
product 




BT Vision*; 

Humax 

Foxsat-HOR 


F etch TV’s 160GB Freeview* 
PVR packs numerous punches, 
including a networkable 
multi-media hub; Wi-Fi and wired 
internet; on-demand movies and 
TV. It's very similar to BT Vision, only 
you don't need to subscribe to 
channel packages or be a BT 
broadband customer. The ace up 
its sleeve, though, is the provision 
of the BBC iPlayer service. 

The plasticky Smartbox tries 
to look more expensive than it is, 
without succeeding. The fascia takes 
its unobtrusiveness too far, as the 
only visual communication it offers 
is a grey LED that goes a paler 
shade of grey when the box is on. 

No handy channel numbers or 
re c ord/play back i nd icat ion. 

The remote control leaves a lot 
to be desired, too. Tiny buttons and 
icons make navigating the onscreen 
menus a frustrating process. 

Connectivity is better, though. 

All the main AV bases are covered, 
plus there are dual USBs and an 
Ethernet port. These act as conduits 
to a world of on-tap entertainment 
sourced either from your DLNA 
computer or via the web. And if you 
don't like wires you can use Wi-Fi, 


Quick smart 

Installing and setting-up the 
Smartbox is, annoying remote 
control aside, a fairly painless 
experience. I used the Ethernet to 
connect to my BT Home Hub and 
was soon able to establish an IP 
connection without any stress. Whilst 
not in the class of GUIs from the likes 


of LG and Panasonic, the overall 
layout and design of the menu 
system seems logical enough. 

As a Freeview+ PVR the Smartbox 
does a good job. The ERG fLoats 
nicely on top of the broadcast show 
and can be formatted in several 
ways. Recordings can be renamed 
and exported to USB. Playing back, 
the lOOx quick scan mode makes 
a mockery of Sky’s laboured 3Gx 
maximum. Playing photo, music 
and movie files from external devices 
works okay but you can’t copy files 
on to the hard drive. 

Fetch TV makes a big deaL of Its 
Catch Up TV service, but I found 
the selection Less than compelling. 
Free content includes a variety of 
podcasts (big deal) whilst pay TV 
ranges from 99p documentaries 
to movies at £3.49 (viewable for 
24 hours in a seven-day window). 
Tragically, the HD selection currently 
comprises around only five 
(indifferent) titles. The folder 
structure of the Catch Up part of 
the guide makes browsing a pain. 

BBC i Player replicates pretty much 
the online version but annoyingly 
Lacks HD support. Image quality is 
acceptable but fast-forwarding 
can cause the box to crash 
(possibly aLso due to BT’s lamentably 
low broadband bitrate in my area). 

Overall, this is a very good 
Freeview* box with decent media 
centre functionality. But worryingiy 
for Fetch TV it has no monopoly 
on iPlayer and the rest of its 
Catch Up TV selection remains 
rather unenticing 


Power consumption: Watts 



idling: Using only 10W 
idling, the Fetch TV 
box should n't worry 
your energy supplier 
too much 



Playing: Nor will It 
when playing back 
from its HDD. In fact, 
power consumption 
doesn’t change 


Specifications 

HDD/PVR; yes 160GB 

DVB tuner; ve(Twin DVB-T terrestrial 
tuners) 

Upscaling: yes to 480p, 576p, 720p. 

1080i 
HDMi: yes 

Scarf: yes mini DIN-to-Scart out 
USB.; yes front and rear 
Component output: no 
Stereo phono output: no 
Digital audio output yes optical 
Dimensions: 206 (w) x 206(d) x 50(h) 

mm 

Weight: 0,8kg 
Features: BBC iPlayer buiit-in: Catchlip 
TV service; DLNA compliant media 
hub with Plug & Play home 
networking; wireless 802,llg; H.264 
HD (MPEG-4), WMV9 HD, MPEG-2, 
MPEG-1 video playback; MP3 r WMA9, 
MPEG-4 AAC LC & HE Dolby Digital & 
DTS audio playback; JPEG, TIFF, GIF, 
PNG playback from network or 
storage device 



HCC VERDICT 


Fetch TV Smartbox 8000 
£220 Approx 

Highs: Solid Freeview* box; iPlayer 
access; no subscription fees 
Lows: Uninspiring content on Catch 
Up TV (especially HD); flaky IP 
delivery can crash box 

Performance: 06000 
Design: oeooo 
Features: 06000 

Overall: 00600 
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RWfiRD WINNING 
SRGEM FREESRT HD 

RECORDER 



/ v tv / v / v / 



THE SAGEM FREESRT + DTR94-250S HD 


HIGH DEFINITION DIGITAL TV RECORDERS 

"Colours are vibrant, while dark images are dense and consistent. 
At the price it's hard to argue with: the sagem neatly fills a gap 

in the market" What Hi“Fi Sound and Vision, February 2010 


SRGEM BRINGS MOU ERSM HD 

► Smart, simple to use HD digital recorders 

* Pause, rewind and record Live TV 

* Huge 250GB and 500GB hard disk drive 

* Crystal clear sound quality 


FREESRT + BRINGS MOU 

► Instant access to the very best of HD programmes 

► Over 140 TV and radio channels 

► 8 day TV listings 


Parental Control 


Why wait, visit www.sagemdigital.co.uk today 



freesat^ 

HD digital TV recorder 


Homi HO digitally! 


* * 


WHAT HI FI? 

SOUND AND VISION 


★ ★★★★ 

Freesat HD recorder 
Sagem 

DTR94250S HD 

FEBRUARY 2010 
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72 SAMSUNG HT-BD8200 2.1 ->£550 Approx -> www.samsung.co.uk 


Kelp is at hand 

Martin Pipe thinks this 2.1 array will go down a storm with the IKEA squad 



I t could be argued that Samsung 
does for consumer electronics 
what IKEA does for housewares 
- it makes robust and good-looking 
products that everyone can afford. 
The HT-BD82QQ system is one such 
product: a 2.1 Blu-ray soundbar 
system with a neat design. 

One part of its appeal is its Blu-ray 
disc compartment, mounted 
between the soundbar’s kelp 
fibre-coned speaker arrays. Press 
the top-mounted eject button, and a 
motor hinges it gently down forwards 
to reveal the vertical disc slot. 

Then there's the 100W active 
subwoofer, a glossy black affair that 
could be mistaken for expensive 
home cinema gear. It actually goes 
one better by communicating with 
the main system wirelessly, so it can 
be placed in the optimum Location 
without having to worry about wires. 
Apart from its mains plug, obviously. 

There's no escape from wires 
elsewhere, though. In a recessed 
compartment on the rear panel, 
socketry includes the HDMI port, an 
Ethernet jack, a USB port, an optical 
digital input for external sources, 
a composite video output (why?) 
and aerial input for the FM-only 
tuner. On the side are further sockets 
for headphones, analogue audio 
input and the supplied iPod dock. 
Like IKEA furniture, the 
BD8200 is designed for 
self-assembly. The main unit 
sits in a pLastic desktop stand, but 
a pair of supplied brackets aLso 
allow it to be wall-mounted. This 
would be the practical and stylish 
option if you've wall-mounted 
your TV. Thanks to the integrated 
speakers and wireless sub, 
installation couldn't be easier. 


The pleasantLy-designed menus (and 
DHCP network autoconfiguration) 
don't hinder you. However, as with 
the HT-BD1255 system reviewed 
recently, speaker setup could be 
improved. There may be a noise 
sequencer, but it's not augmented 
by channel Level adjustments. These 
are, however, provided in a separate 
menu. ThankfuLLy, onLy three 
channeLs have to be adjusted here 
- against the BD1255's six. Other 
useful features include an AV sync 
delay and HDMI CEC, 

Looks familiar 

Visuals from Blu-ray discs and DVDs 
impress with their clarity, colou r 
fideLity, and smoothness - I suspect 
the BD8200’s disc player uses much 
of the same electronics as 
Samsung's highLy-regarded budget 
models. The sound quality is also 
more than acceptable, and the sub 
can generate some pretty impressive 
SPLs, certainly in modestly-si zed 
rooms. Those low frequencies are 
handled adeptLy with less colouration 
than I've heard from other ‘system 
subs’, too. 

Considering how close the 
speakers are in the 'bar, I was 
pleasantly surprised at the imaging. 
The virtual surround mode, engaged 
with the handset's ‘V-Sound’ button, 
is good, with sound seeming to 
come from behind. 

For many, an AV system mounted 
on the wall under a flatscreen TV 
is the ultimate in designer AV chic, 
and Samsung's HT-BD8200 is 
a strong performer. Yet, it's no 
substitute for a full 5.1 setup, but for 
the 'lifestyle-orientated' customer, 
what's offered here is more than 
an acceptable compromise 


AV/CV 



Positioning: 


Samsungs 
topZl Blu-ray 
product 

LG HB354B5; 
Panasonic 
5GBTX7Q; 
Sony BDV-Z7 


- 4 - Tech Labs 


Power consumption: Watts 


20D SOD 
100 400 

30 

5ao 

Idling: 

As expected, 
considerably more than 
a standalone BD player 
as the amp is also 
being powered 


200 3D0 

TOO 400 

32 if ! 

0^ 500 

Playing: 

Onlyavery slight 
Increase in power 
consumption even with 
volume on full 


Loading: Boot/Java 

Boot speed & 
tray eject 

■ 14s 

Tray in to 
main BD menu 



Disc loading& Java: 

Longtobootup, but 
a speedy loader 


h Specifications 

Video upscaling: its up to 1080p 
Multiregion: wo Region B (BD); R2 (DVD) 
HDMI ' yes 1 xvl.3 output 

Component: no 

MuLtichannd phono audio: wo stereo inputs 
Digital audio: yes 1 x optical input 

SACD/OVO-A :no 
Dolby TrueHD/DTS-HD: ves/mes 
Dolby TrueHD/DTS-HD bitstream: yes/yes 
Profile 2.C: vis if suitable USB memory 
device pLugged in 
Di men sens (system unit): l.OOO(w) x 
194.6(h) x69.6(d)mm 
Weight (system unit): 5.6kg 
Also featuring: i08Op/24 mode; FM 
radio; iPod dock supplied; 100W 
active wireless sub; 100W per 
integral front speaker; MP3/JPEG/ 
mkv/MP4/DivX/XviD playback via 
disc; YouTube playback; BD-Live 
(with USB memory); Anynet+; 

V-Sound; Wi-Fi upgradeabLe 


HCC VERDICT 

Samsung HT-BD8200 2.1 
£550 Approx 

Highs: Subwoofer surprisingly 
effective: picture quality: affordable 
Lows: Mediocre music reproduction; 
photo pLayback never better than 
upscaled SD 

Performance: 00600 
Design: 06600 
Features: 0600 © 

Overall: 00600 
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If it's hot it's in the... 


Ts 

HOT 

100 



The Gadget Magazine 

ON SALE MARCH 31 


Bowers&Wilkins 


THE WORLD'S GREATEST GADGET SHOWCASE WWW.T3.COM/HOT100 
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74 LG N2B1 DD2 NAS->£380 Approx -» www.Lge.com.uk 


Back up on Blu 

LG's N2B1 offers the ultimate in content security, says Steve May 



L G's N2B1 is the world's first NAS 
(N e two rk Att ac h ed St orage) 
box with an integrated Blu-ray 
writer. The benefit of this is obvious: 
you can quickly and easily archive 
off upwards of 50GB of fiLes to 
Blu-ray media as and when you 
need them. However, this burner 
won't play commericial BDsor rip 
them to the drives. 

The unit itself is well designed. 

The glossy white casing with black 
door means you won't immediately 
feel a need to quarantine it in a boot 
room, and there's a pop-up card- 
reader (SD, XD, MS) and USB in 
the roof for easy backups. In use, 
it's pleasingfy quiet 

A peek around the back reveals 
a Gigabit Ethernet port, Kensington 
Lock, two 2.0 USBs and one eSATA 
connection. The USBs allow you 
to bolster storage with extra drives. 
The N2B1 is reasonably 
straightforward to use, and the web 
interface is also one of the cleanest 
dashboards you'Lf find, although not 
as intuitive as Pd like. As a media 
server it's appropriately appointed, 
too. !t can be UPnP-enabled, 
meaning that it can be seen across a 
network without further configuration 
by other UPnP devices, and has both 


an iTunes server and integrated 
BitTorrent support in the shape of 
the lightweight Transmission client. 
On my network, I could stream files 
to an Xbox36Q and PS3, as well as 
a Popcorn Hour HDX box and WDTV 
client, without problems. 

Drive time 

There's a variety of configuration 
options for the two drives. You can 
run them stripped for 2TB wort h of 
space, a 1TB mirror or a combination 
of the two. The Selective Mirror mode 
allows you to specify which folders 
you want to back-up. Other niceties 
incLude a programmable hibernation 

mode - instead of sucking 
juice relentlessly through 
the night, you can put the 
unit to sleep, reactivating it when 
it's Likely to be used. 

Mac users will also be pleased 
to note the device supports Time 
Machine, the Apple back-up system. 

OveraLl, the N2B1 is an attractive 
option for those who are Looking for 
a versatile media server. Additional 
server support would have been 
welcome (I'm thinking that Twonky 
would have been a nice fit), but all 
in all this is a smart, fast choice for 
network AV fans 



>x with 
integrated 
Blu-ray burner 

LG’stop-c 
range NAS 
product 

Netgear 
ReadyNas NVX; 
Iomega 
5torCenteriX2 


r 

Specifications 

Features: Built-in Blu-ray writer with 
disc burning from NAS; two-bay 
3.5in SATA11 HDD; three USB 2.0, 
one e-SATA; Gigabit Ethernet 
support; CIFS/SMB, AFP, HTTP, 
FTP, Webdav network protocols; 
FTP server; USB print server; 
iTunes music server; Memory card 
reader (5D, MMC MS, XD); auto 
sync function; DLNA compliant; 
RAID support for J BOD t RAID 0, 
RAID!, RAID 0+1 
Dimensions: 162(w) x 165(d) x 
231{h)mm 
Weight: 5.2kg 


-^Tech Labs 

Power consumption: Watts 



Idling: This is what the 

LG NAS will use when 
on and ready to go 
- standby power is 
less than 1W 



Playing: There's no 
measurable power 
consumption difference 
when the device is 
streaming 



HCC VERDICT 

LGN2B1 DD2NAS 
£380 Approx 

Highs: Design; integrated BD burner 
Lows: Not as intuitive as it could be; 
BD playback would have been 
welcome, as would more media 
server options 

Performance: 00600 
Design: 0660 © 
Features: 06666 

Overall: 00600 
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QUOTE REF. HCC181 

Canon HITACHI JVC •« Panasonic PHILIPS Pioneer «SEP* SHARP SONY TOSHIBA 


#lg 47SL9000 

► 47" FuH HD lOBGp LED TV with Frame less 
Design 

► 100Hz TruMotion 
I Bluetooth & USB 

► Also available in 42" 


I LG 


32LH4000 ®^G 


60PS7000 


£1119.00 



► 12" HO Ready lOSOp LCD TV with 
Tru motion 100Hz 

► BO r O0O:l Dynamic Contrast 

► 3 x HDMil 

► Also available in 37" 42" 

Bl 47" 


£349.00 



► 60" Full HD lOSOp Plasma TV 

► 4 x HD Ml / Bluetooth 

► USB 2,0 
I Also available 

In SET 


£1429.00 


is 

X X: 


Sound Dock 

► SuundDock® Portable Digital Music 
System 

► Bose sound for your iPod'* 


FREE 2 YEAR 

WARRANTY 


A|l Egse products are 
only available in-store 

£CALL IN 


Q 


SONY 

* 20” HO Ready LCD TV 

* Lightweight / Portable Design 

* Illuminated dock 


£239.00 


KDL-19S5700U SONY KDL-40EX401U 

► 40" Full HO 1080p Wi-Fi Ready LCD TV 

► Built-in Freeview HD TV Tuner 

► HDMIX4 


NEW MODEL 


SONY 


BDP-S360 



£699.00 



* Blu-ray Disc'* Player 

► lOSOp Full HD Picture Quality 

► 24pTrue Cinema 

► Free Blu-ray movies J Slumdog Millionaire' and 
Terminator Salvation' Whilst Stocks Last 


£139.00 


LIFESTYLE 38 (Series-IV) 

► DVD Home Entertainment System 


* ACOU5TIMASS* module 


All Bose products, are 
only available rn-store 


ECALL IN 


FREE 2 YEAR 

WARRANTY 


-I 


TXL32G10B Panasonic 


TXP5QX2QB 


DMR-BS750EB-K PHILIPS 


32PFL7404D 


► 32" Full HD Viera LCD TV with 100Hz 
Intelligent Frame Creation Technology 

► 20.000:1 Contrast 

► HDMI Input x 4 

► Also available in 37" 


£529.00 



► 50" HO Plasma with 100Hz Double Scan > Blu-ray Disc™ Recorder with HDD (250GB) ► 32" Full HD lOSOp digital TV with Pixel 

► Dynamic Contrast 2,000,000:1 

► VIERA Image Viewer 

► Also available in 37" 

& 42" 


NEW MODEL 


£839.00 



► Twin HD Satellite Tuner 

► SD Memory Card Slot and USB Termir 

► DMA-BSBSOEB-K also available 


£489.00 


Precise HD 

► MPE64 HDTV Reception 

► USB 

► Also available in 42 Jh 
& 52" 


£528.00 



SAMSUNG 


UE40BGGQQ SAMSUNG 


LE22B470 SAMSUNG 


PSS0B450 SAMSUNG 


* 40" Full HD 10GHz lOSOp LED Crystal TV tM ► Series 4 HD Ready LCD TV with Integrated ► 5G" Series 4 HD Ready Plasma TV with 


► Mega Dynamic Contrast Ratio 

► 4XHDMI 
¥ Also available in 45' 


£869.00 



DVD Player & Digital Tuner 

► 1366X768 Pixels 
Resolution 

► IX HDMI 


£239.00 




Integrated Digital Tuner 

fr Mega Contrast / lOO Hz 
►3XHDMI 


£529.00 




BD-P15S0 

► High Definition Blu-Ray Disc fM Player 

► 256MB Internal Memory 

► HDMI vl,3 / USB 


£89.45 


SONY 


DAV-DZ280 TOSHIBA 


32AV615D P/oneer 


BDP320 


► 5.1 Channel DVD Home Cinema System 

¥ 850W Total Output Power 

> HDMI Upscaling to lOSOp 



► 32" HD-ready Freeview LCD TV 

► 30000:1 Dynamic Contrast 

► 3 X HDMI 

► Also available in 19", 

22 ", 26 J ' & 37“ 



► Blu-Ray Dl$e™ Player with BD-Live 

► PQLS and AS-bit Deep Colour 

► HDMI / USB / Ethernet 

► BDP120 also available 



SMSZP0S5UK1 


► Sonas® ZonePlayer ZPS5 High- 
Performance Wireless Music System 

► 5 Speakers Powered by 5 Dedicated 
Digital Amplifiers 



£159.00 £299.00 ■ £219.00 £CALL IN 

FLAT PANEL TELEVISIONS HOME CINEMA DVD RECORDERS CAMCORDERS DIGITAL STILL CAMERAS 


Open Monday to Saturday 9am - 6pm except Wednesday 9am * 7pm 
& Sunday 10.30am - 4.30pm 
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WE ARE HER 


FROM ILFORD (A406) » 



rgblll 

electrical superstore 


HIGH ROAD 
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REVIEWS 77 


Feel the forte 

Adam Rayner ignores the fashionistas and fills his room with THX Ultra 
speakers with Star Wars approval 


AV/CV 




T he only trouble with truly 
durable perform a nee-bred 
professional items is that they 
don't need upgrading or replacing 
too often. Which might be why Miller 
&. Kreisel, renamed MK Sound after 
a restructuring a while back, now 
sells regular consumer speaker 
systems. These 515Q THX cabinets 
aren’t to be underestimated, though; 
they're big boxes that sound rich, 
sweet, damned loud and 
breathtakingLy dynamic. 

In the jungle 

The children’s 'toon Madagascar is a 
great test disc, with the surround mix 
provoking a Lovely sense of Africa, 
and this MK Sound array revelLed in 
it. The susurrations of the grasslands 
and the night sounds were deliciously 
dean and divorced from the boxes, 
and i was immersed into the 
environment the sound designers 
created. That alL the many zebras are 
voiced by Chris Rock is funny, and yet 
I couLd make out dozens of slightLy 
different Chris Rocks chattering away 
during the herd scenes. 

Cranked up, and it just got louder 
without any trace of stress or effort. 
The flashback sequence where Alex 
the lion is stolen and nailed inside 
a crate nearly Lifted me off the seat 
with each hammer blow, 

N ow this has to be down to the 
incredibLy efficient subwoofers I had 
on test. Although soLd as a package 
with one MX350 Mkll, HCC aLso 
auditioned a 5.2 set and, oh my, was 
it better than just twice the bass! 

The sheer scale of all of the sound 
was immense - with four 12in drivers 
and around 750W of a power, the 
air-shifting ease is fabulous. The 
woofers pack their twin drivers in a 
push-pulL configuration, so when one 
is aLl the way into its magnet gap and 
ready to shove violently back out, the 
other is at its mechanical limit and 
ready to spring back into the chassis. 
This offers both cones a degree of 
electro-mechanical support to each 
other and, with the lower driver’s 


acoustic Loading (I reckon the bottom 
chamber is in fact a massively 
wide-angled ported device rather 
than simply an exit point) the result 
can de-bone you down to way lower 
than 20Hz. Blimey. 

The rears are what MK Sound 
calls Tripoles', as they have a reguLar 
direct radiating midbass and tweeter 
on the front but also a pair drivers 
firing fore and aft, dipole style. 

These 3,5in cones are big enough 
to play mids but small enough to 
reach into high frequencies, and 
add the dspoLar ambience that gives 
them THX adherence and a great 
snappy pre se n tat i on. 

And the fronts? Well, these big, 
sealed lumps are pig-ugLy with their 
grilles off, as the designer has simply 
slapped a Lump of foam on the front 
baffles to keep the three tweeters 1 
outputs from interfering with each 
other dose to the box. As the sound 
extends a bit further out, though, you 
get the synergy of all three tweeters 
added together, a Long with some reaL 
dark-arts stuff going on in the 
internaL crossover department. 

The resulting sound makes 
them professional grade - there’s 
a set of these in the sound design 
and editing suites at Lucasfilm’s 
Skywalker Ranch. Rick 

McCallum, producer of the 
originally Star Wars trilogy 
swears by ‘em, apparently. 

Decor dilemma 

Anything good enough for Rick is 
good enough for us, but remember 
these are for dedicated cinema 
rooms only, where the Lights are 
dimmed and you won’t be able to 
see the speakers mounted on walls 
via their threaded bushings. As they 
onLy come in Henry Ford's choice of 
shades, they are meant to be heard 
and yet visuaLly ignored. In normal 
living rooms, they'll look as domestic 
asaHumVeein khaki. 

But if you’re planning a full-on 
cinema install, do yourself a favour 
and audition this system 


-* Specifications 

MK Sound SI50 THX L/C/R 

Drive Units: 2 x 5,25in Polypropylene 
midbass drivers and 3 x lin silk dome 
tweeters 
Enclosure: Sealed 
Frequency Response: 77Hz-20kHz 
Sensitivity: Not quoted 
Power Handling: 40 OW 
Dimensions: 318(h) x 276(w) 
x 318(d) mm 
Weight: 9.5kg 


MK Sound SSJ50 THX Tripoles 

Drive Units: 1 x 5.25in Polypropylene 
midbass driver and 1 x lin silk dome 
tweeter, plus 2 x Ferroflu id-cooled 
3.25in Polypropylene mid-tweeters 
Enclosure: Sealed 
Frequency Response: 80Hz-20kHz 
Sensitivity: Not quoted 
Power Handling: 20 OW 
Dimensions: 203 (w) x 267(h) 
xl65(d)mm 
Weight; 4.6kg 


MK Sound MX350 MK1J subwoofer 

Drive Unit: 2 x Long-throw 12 in drivers 
in Push-Pull configuration 
Enclosure: Sealed 
F req ue ncy Res ponse : 1 8 H z-20 0 Hz 
On board power: 350W RMS with 
proprietary Headroom Maximiser IV 
circuitry 

Dimensions: 388(w) x 596(h) x 
508(d)mm 
Weight: 37.3Kg 
Connections: Phono and three-pin XLR 

inputs 



HCC VERDICT 

MK Sound S150 THX Ultra 
£6,600 (5.1); £8,800 (5.2) Approx 

Highs: impactf uL, crisp, dynamic 
sound with great detail and 
accuracy; potent subwoofer 
Lows: You don’t want to see these 
undressed and grille-less, Heck, you 
just don't want to see these at all 

Performance: 06000 
Design: 00600 

Features: 06000 

Overall: 00009 
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How easy is it to buy a home cinema 
system that suits you? You could read 
the magazine product reviews, find 4 
out who sells the recommendations, 
five-star favourites or best buys at the 
cheapest price and place your order. 

When the system is delivered to your 
door in the box, you get a friend who 
knows his onions to install it - and live 
happily ever after. 

This is a fairly well-trodden path but it leads 
to dissatisfaction and a lot of wasted money. 
Besides there being a bewildering choice of 
components on the market today, there are 
also different ways in which components can 
be installed and connected together. Which 
sort of visual system do you go for? Projector 
arid screen, plasma or LCD, an HD ready set 
or one with full lOSOp capability? And on the 
audio side do you plump for a 5.1 or 7.1 
speaker system, passive or active sub, and 
where do you site them for the best results? 
The choice of home cinema amp raises even 
more questions, Will you be listening to 
music through the same system? If so, you 
need an amp that approaches the 
performance of a decent 2-channel hi-fi amp, 
which is not that easy to find. Do you need 
SACD, DVD-Audio, or Blu-ray capability? How 
many inputs do you need for video, s-video, 
component, coaxial digital, optical digital and 
HDMl? The above are just a small percentage 
of the decisions that must be made. In short, 
it's complicated and very fertile ground for 


J 


t Isl J. !I 


Achieving potential 

To select a system, you could choose a 
collection of 'Best Buy' components in the 
hope that they will be a great combination. 
Maybe, but probably not. You could buy a 
pre-packaged all-in-one system from one 
manufacturer. 

This is almost certainly not the best route 
either as you will miss out on enormous 
potential. From informal surveys conducted, it 
appears highly likely that the majority of 
home cinema systems selected and installed 
on a DIY basis, that is without professional 
input, are performing at way below their 
optimum level. To compound matters, most 
are also ill-matched to the room in which they 
are installed and are, in reality, the wrong 
system. Without considerable knowledge or 
experience, high quality home cinema is not a 
suitable DIY activity. 

Our aim must be to buy a home cinema 
system that will provide an excellent picture 
quality plus an audio delivery that will match, 
or even better, the commercial cinema 
experience. It must be exciting, reliable and 
deliver true value for money. 




To ensure a home cinema system is right for 
you, where do you start? Here's an importar 
tip ... don't start with WHAT, start with WHEi 
There's only one way to give yourself the be: 
chance of getting it right first time, and that': 
through a specialist AV dealer. It's possible yc 
have preconceived ideas that put you off 
visiting one. Although you would welcome tt 
advice and guidance, you don't know the 
technical jargon. You don't want to be talked 
down to. Your friend has said they only sell 
expensive gear and they're not interested if 
you don't have a big budget. They're expensi 
These are just myths. 

Most specialist AV dealers are running their 
business because, above all, home cinema is 
their hobby They spend a large portion of th 
time comparing systems to get the best 
possible results. They know the component 
combinations which don't gel together and, 
conversely, they know the combinations whi< 
give the best performance within a given pri 
range. Very importantly, they know how to g 
a system working to its optimum. But they a 
also know the system must suit you. 
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Buying or being sold to? 


CC .without 
considerable 
knowledge or 
experience, high 
quality home 
cinema is not 
a suitable DIY 
activity 3 3 


There are dealers around, web based or 
otherwise, who will sell you anything you are 
willing to pay tor They may be a bit cheaper 
but that's all they offer Now there's a group of 
long-established specialist dealers who are 
totally committed to putting the customer first. 
Their idea of 'selling' is to discuss your 
requirements, offer their advice, give you the 
best options, then play the systems for you and 
allow you to be the judge. You'll probably be 
surprised and, almost certainly, relieved to 
discover how easy it is to see and hear the 
differences between components and between 
systems. You'll be able to make a clear and 
informed decision about what to buy. 

The story doesn't end there. These shops won't 
abandon you once you've put your hand in your 
pocket. They won't leave you to set up the 
system you've selected as best you can. They'll 
install it in your home, make sure it performs to 


its best, and ensure you're entirely happy with 
the way it works. Why? Because a high 
proportion of these dealers' custom comes 
through people who have bought from them 
before, either directly or by recommendation. 
It's vital to them to get it right for you. 


Getting the best deal 


Unless you've got money to bum, you'll be 
living with your new system for years. Most of 
these dealers offer much longer equipment 
guarantees than provided by the manufacturer, 
a very worthwhile benefit, but it also makes it 
in the dealer's interest to ensure high build 
quality and reliability. Maybe you could save a 
few pounds by buying piecemeal but you'll lose 
out on the overall package. As far as the 
dealers are concerned, they believe that taking 
care of their customers properly is a nicer way 
of doing business than just handing over boxes. 


mema 


system?. 


TOP 

20 UK 

QUALITY 

A 

S«£1AUBT WHIE 
ehtehtjunhemt DEALfflS 

ASSURED 
* * * * * 


...Ask the experts 


Listed on this page are 20 
of the best AV shops in the 
country. They have been 
selected because they are 
known to do an excellent 
job in guiding customers 
towards home cinema 
systems that will provide 
years of superlative 
performance and total 
satisfaction. 


VALUE FOR MONEY 
★ ★ ★ ★ ★ 

SERVICE 

★ ★ ★ ★ ★ 

FACILITIES 
★ ★ ★ ★ ★ 
VERDICT 


OUR TOP 20 UK SPECIALIST AV DEALERS 


SOUTH 

Ashford, Kent SOUNDERAFT HI-FI 

40 High street. 01233 624444 

Chelmsford RAYLEIGH HI-FI 

216 Moulsham Street. 01245 265245 

Colchester RAYLEIGH HI-FI 

33 Sir Isaac's walk. 01206 577682 

Kingston-upon-Thames INFIDELITY 

9 High Street, Hampton Wick. 

020 8943 3530 

Maidenhead AUDIO VENUE 

36 Queen Street. 01628 63399S 

Rayleigh, Essex RAYLEIGH HI-FI 

44a High Street. 01268 779762 

Custom Install Dept. 

01268 776932 

Southend-on-Sea RAYLEIGH Hi-Fi 

132/4 London Road. 01702 435255 

Tunbridge Wells KENT HOME CINEMA 

69 London Road, Southborough, 

01892 535007 

LONDON 

N1 GRAHAMS HI-FI 

190a New North Road. 020 7226 5500 


SW11 ORANGES & LEMONS 

61-63 Webbs Road, Battersea. 

020 7924 2040 

Ealing AUDIO VENUE 

27 Bond Street. 020 8567 8703 

MIDLANDS 

Coventry FRANK HARVEY HI-FI EXCELLENCE 

163 Spon Street. 024 7652 5200 

Nottingham CASTLE SOUND & VISION 

48/50 Maid Marian Way. 0115 9584404 

Solihull MUSIC MATTERS 

93-95 Hobs Moat Road. 0121 742 0254 

NORTH 

Chester ACOUSTICA 

17 Hoole Road. 01244 344227 

York SOUND ORGANISATION 

2 Gillygate. 01904 627108 

SCOTLAND 

Aberdeen HOLBURN Hi-Fi 

441 Holbum Street. 01224 585713/572729 

Edinburgh LOUD & CLEAR 

Bonnington Mill, 72 Newhaven Rd. 

0131 555 3963 

Glasgow GLASGOW AUDIO 

135 Great Western Road. 

0141 332 2200/4707 


cerxA 


L3/\L>/\ 


The majority of the above dealers are members of ohe or both 
of the major trade organisations, SADA or CEDI A, 
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80 TEUFEL SYSTEM 8 THX UITRA2-*£2,700 Approx-* www.teufel.eu 


You can’t beat 
the system 
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W hat we have here, in the 
shape of TeufeL’s THX 
Ultra2 System 3, is a set of 
speakers designed from the ground 
up to adhere to the excitement Levels 
that George Lucas and Tom Holman 
decided were appropriate all those 
years ago when they formed THX, 

Of course, THX has evolved so 
much further, it’s an independent 
company and isn't resting upon Tom 
and George s laurels. Instead, it’s 


evoLved and enhanced their concept, 
dividing it up into two levels for 
different sizes of rooms found on 
each side of the Atlantic. 

The System 3 is the mid-to- 
highest level of THX Ultra2 kit that 
Teufel makes (the brand also 
produced the world’s first 
speaker set to adhere 
to this newest Ultra2 
specification) and, to put 
it bluntLy, it is stonking. 


Topless Teufel: 

Whip off the 
grilles to get up 
close to the 
speakers' 
multiple 
drivers 


I was so rude about a previous 
Teufel system's Looks that one of 
the UK-based public relations team 
called me up to take me to task over 
what I wrote in the review... 
something about being hit with the 
ugly stick. But I reckon that's missing 
the point - aLL that a serious THX 
user cares about is the sensation and 
the emotion the experience brings. 
Shiny good Looks were not part of 
Holman's original specification. 


AV/CV 



5 J system 
made to the 
latest THX spec 
but this time in 
a glossy upscale 
finish with 
Aluminium trim 
- posh ! 

An upper-class 
system for 
Teufel, as much 
of their product 
is aimed lower 


up to €5,000. 


Klipsch THX 
Lfttra2; 

Jamo THX 
U!tra2; 

Polk THX Ultra2 


Product: 
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indeed, I recall earLy JBL THX stuff 
looking Like pro audio thuggery 
wearing a dinner jacket of black 
wood veneer. For me that was 
exciting. But I’m odd. 

However, Teufel’s System 8 is 
deeply sexy, as well as being able 
to raise the goosebumps on the 
performance front 

Sizable subwoofer 

This £2,700 setup comprises two 
kinds of small boxes (the S 800 front 
channel speakers and the S 800 D 
dipolar rears), and one ruddy great 
lumpy box, the S 800 SW subwoofer. 

Starting at the bottom end, the 
subwoofer is a simple application 
of physics. Massive cone plus 
massive amp plus massive 
deep-breathing s Lotted box equaLs 
room-shaking bass. 

The S SOO 5W is a big cubic 
beast with has a definite front and 
back. The behind has fins, a bunch 
of connectors for phono or speaker 
in and out (just in case you want, 
like, four of them.,,) and a single 
frequency knob to fix your crossover 
point between 4QHz and 24GHz. 

And that’s your lot, because the 
woofer is suppLied with a natty 
remote that does other functions 
- not many, but the ones that matter. 
For instance, press one button and 
you have the THX setting at the right 
gain. Or you can choose to alter the 
playing level with the gain up and 
down, and even choose to flip the 
phase from the remote. ALl this is 
monitored by a panel of LEDs in the 
sub’s front fascia. 

The exterior of the subwoofer 
is deliciously pretty and quite 
unsuited to a house as cat-filled 
as mine - i quickly got a lot of 
moggy-on-the-car-bonnet-looki ng 


paw prints aLl over the deep Lustrous 
piano bLack finish. 

This same finish is applied to the 
other enclosures, which are quite 
smalLscale for what they do. The 
rears are classic Dipoles, a bit less 
common now that many systems 
are so very discrete channel-capable. 
I’m Less a fan of diffuse dipoLar rears 
than I am of big in-your-face (weLL 
back of your head) direct radiating 
designs, but these are the reaL THX 
thing. They have a small bracket on 
their back as well as two stand-off 
rods at their bases to make sure 
they are correctly boundary Loaded 
against the wall. Likewise, although 
you can get stands for the fronts, 
these also have a brace of hole- 
brackets on their rears to cater for 
waLl mounting. 

Each speaker has an interference- 
fit grilLe (caLled a ’grid 1 in the 
otherwise we l L-t ran slated EngLish 
manual), with the dipoles, of course, 
having two, hiding the tweeter and 
4in mid bass cone. Each dipole’s rear 
face also has a bigger midbass driver 
that bumps the lower tones out 

I had to open up one of the S 800 
FCR speakers as it rattled duLly and 
didn’t work. It turned out that a) 
these were the very first ever set off 
the production Line and b) someone 
had probably dropped the carton and 
managed to snap the meaty internal 
passive crossover away from where 
it was secured to the back of the 
speaker terminal cup. I attempted 
to repair it, but instead found 
myself on the receiving end 
of Teufel’s brilliantly- 
efficient replacement 
service. For, apart from the long 
trial period you are allowed in case 
you don’t like them, having bought 
them at long range as it were, they 


THX certification 


'THX-certified audio products are 
designed to let you experience moviesthe 
way they were meant to be heard,' runs 
the blurb on the legendary company’s 
website, If that’s a philosophy you adhere 
to, then getting a THX-approved system 
(AVR and speakers) is recommended, 

Teufel’s System 8 THX Ultra2 is, as the 
name suggests, certified to THX’s Ultra2 
standard. This category is for products 
that bring ’the 
cinematic 
experience to 
Larger home 
theatres, 3,000 
cubic feet in size, 
with a viewing 
distance of 12ft or 


greater from the screen.' So if your 
cinema room is of that ilk, then the 
System 8 might be the setup for you. Of 
course, it will need to be partnered with a 
THX Ultra2-certified receiver, too - check 
out models from the likes of Onkyo, 
Pioneerand Yamaha. 

If your viewing room issmaller, then you 
should instead turn to THX Select 2- 
certified equipment, designed for space 
up to 2,000 cubic 
feet in size, with a 
10-lZft viewing 
distance from the 
screen, Teufel 
also makes 
speaker systems 
in this category. 



U L T R A 2. 
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have to be better than most at curing 
any issues, as they are a direct seller. 

Opening up the FCR revealed that 
the big midbass drivers share an 
acoustically-damped internal space, 
but that the smaller midband driver 
has its very own cylindrical internal 
enclosure to play in. This keeps those 
hard working-by-necessity 5.25in 
diaphragms pumping without 
beating up the smaller driver. 

It’s a very neat piece of engineering. 

Like the sub, all the satellites 
boast a lustrous piano black that 
does make them look desirable. 

And I love all the aluminium trim, too. 

Up and away 

As regular readers will know, I love 
a good bit of animation, not only due 
to often briLliant mix of HoLlywood 
voices and top-end CGI, but the 
inventive surround soundtracks. 

For this test, I stuffed Pixar’s Up 
into my Latest acquisition - a Sony 
BD deck - lowered the lights and 
relaxed in front of my Panny plasma, 

I then, however, simply wallowed 
in what I knew wouLd be a treat, 
making no notes! This is something 
that happens to AV reviewers from 
time to time. 

Anyway, Up starts with a 1950s 
cinema newsreel, complete with a 
sonic overLay to convey the vintage 
feel. As the film goes on, different 
sonic challenges appear. The story 
involves a floating house, and is 
crammed with all sorts of action, 
but the reaLly superb tester is the 
wonderful premise that if you tie 
enough balLoons fiLled with helium to 
your house, it wilL fly. Now, the sound 
a balloon makes as it bumps against 
another in a bunch has as many mad 
overtones as pebbles scattered onto 
ice. There are all the squeaky sounds, 
obviously, but the re’re deep noises, 
too, as masses of enclosed gas 
bounce. This is quite deep if you have 
a few of them, and the bunch that 
raised the house was supposed 
to be huge. Teufel's System 8 set 
absolutely ate it for breakfast. It's 
detailed, beautifully balanced and 
rich with weight and scale - reaLly 
impressive. The huge woofer can 
produce giant wave front explosions 
and the rest of the system is adept 
at placement and delicacy. 

Teufel’s System 8 THX Ultra 2 is 
an absolute treat, and I can 
recommend it unreservedLy. It mixes 
top-grade performance with quality 
Looks, and while its direct saLe nature 
might not be everyone’s cup of tea, 
its direct sale price certainly 
sweetens the deal 


-> Specifications 

Teufel S 800 FCR 

Drive Units: 2 x 525in flat diaphragm 
midbass drivers; 1 x Bin flat diaphragm 
midrange; 1 x lin soft dome tweeter 
Enclosure: Three-way sealed, with 
separate sealed internal enclosure for 
midband driver 
Frequency Response: 80 Hz to 20kHz, 
-BdB 

Sensitivity: 89.5dB 
Power Handling: HOW 
Dimensions: 238 (w) x 172 (h) 
x 308(d)mm 
Weight: 6,1 Kg 

Teufel 5 800 D dipolar surrounds 

Drive Units: 1 x 5,25in midbass driver to 
fire against wall and on each end: 1 x 
lin dome tweeter; 1 x 4in mid band 
driver, five in each enclosure in total to 
form a dipolar array 
Enclosure: DipoLe, with wall stand-off 
rods and bracket 
Frequency Response: 30 Hz to 20kHz. 

-BdB 

Sensitivity: 86dB 
Power Handling: 80 W 
Dimensions: 238(w) x 172(h) 
x308(d)mm 
Weight: 6.1 Kg 

Teufel 5300 SW subwoofer 

Drive Unit: 1 x 12in long-throw heavy 

duty 

Enclosure: Slot ported with floor-loaded 
down-firing driver 
Frequency Response: 25Hz to 2 00Hz, 
-BdB 

On board power: 600W RMS Class AB 
MG5FET 

Dimensions: 360(w) x 557(h) 
x 70 0(d) mm 
Weight: 41.7Kg 
Connections: Phono stereo inputs and 
outputs, and speaker-level in and 
outputs 



HCC VERDICT 

Teufel System 8 THX Ultra 2 
£2,700 Approx 
Highs: FuLl-fat cream of THX from 
squeaking balloons to big booms 
and in sexy shiny cabinets 
Lows: Mail order speakers need to be 
tough and one arrived damaged - 
but mine were first off the line 

Performance: 00006 
Design: 00600 
Features: 00006 

Overall: 00006 
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Think 

outsicL 

the box 


Media players might not look like 
much, but they've become essential 
for digital entertainment. Chris 
Jenkins plugs in six black boxes > 
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A.C. RYAN 
PLAYON! HD MINI 

£87 Approx 

Very much aimed at the WDTV's 
market, this is also a budget 
device with no internal 
storage, though It does have 
networking features 


IOMEGA 
SCREENPLAY 
DIRECTOR HD 

£170 Approx 

The Screenplay Director HD is 
a serious bit of kit, capable of 
handling HD files of all types 


WESTERN DIGITAL 

WDTV V.2 

£100 Approx 

An enhanced version of the 
original WDTV, this 
comprehensive and easy-to-use 
box kicked off the whole media 
player market 
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THE TEST 

If you have a PC and a TV, 
you have a problem. You 
probably have thousands of 
media files, from TV episodes 
to movies, digital still images 
and audio, in dozens of 
different formats, all filed 
away on your PC's hard drive 
(all legal of course, none of 
that nasty pirated stuff). 

But you don't want to sit 


hunched over your laptop 
in your office watching them 
- you want to enjoy them 
on your big TV in your comfy 
living room. 

The media player is your 
solution. These boxes act 
as an interface between the 
wonders of the internet and 
the cosy familiarity of your 
TV. They're inexpensive, 
easy to use, and (usually) 
firmware updateable to take 


account of future 
developments. The question 
isn't whether you need one, 
but: how are you going 
to manage without one? 

In this grouptest we’ve 
concentrated on assessing 
the features and ease of use 
of these media players' 
operating systems. 

With this class of product, it's 
not external appearance that 
counts, it's what's inside! 



£135 Approx 

This chunky beast adds the 
option of internal hard drive 
storage and some extra 
connections to the spec 
of the HD Mini 
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I n most cases a media pLayer 
would sit next to your TV, and have 
its own power supply, a selection 
of digital media inputs, and a 
selection of video outputs. When you 
download a file from the net to your 
PC, (or perhaps from a digital camera 
or camcorder), you transfer it to a 
USB memory stick or pocket hard 
drive, connect this to the media 
player, navigate to the desired file 
via an onscreen menu, and sit back 
to enjoy the performance on your TV 
and sound system. 

Though they are without 
exception little black boxes, there 
are three main variations of media 
player. The most basic is simply an 
interface, with no internal storage 
- think of it as a device for adding 
a USB input to your TV. More 
advanced ones have their own 
internaL storage hard drives, so you 
can use them as a media tank 1 with 
their own archive of material. The 
most sophisticated type also has 


networking capabilities, so they can 
communicate with other devices 
on your Local area network (LAN) 

- happily swapping media with other 
devices around your house. 

Generally speaking, it’s difficult 
to test media players in terms of 
conventional picture and sound 
performance quality - it’s usually 
a case of getting out what you put 
in, though some pLayers struggle to 
process HD video and multichanneL 
sound. Perhaps more significant are 
factors such as ease of use, file 
format compatibility, upgradeabiiity, 
and connectivity. So let's get plugged 
in and switched on,.. 

Design 

The AC Ryan PlayOn! HD Mini is 
solidly built and has no front-panel 
features except a power button, it 
doesn’t have an internal drive either, 
so it h s light, runs silently and requires 
only passive cooling. Ail the 
connection sockets are on the back. 


It's supplied with a huge generic 
remote control which is longer than 
the player itself; it's no design classic, 
but youfl never Lose it down the back 
of your sofa. 

AC Ryan's more sizeable 
PlayOn? HD is another kettle offish 
altogether, and can be fitted with 
an internal hard drive. On the side 
are an additional two USB Host 
and one USB Device ports, plus an 
SSD/MMC card slot. It's fan-cooled, 
and comes with a selection of leads 
including HDMi and USB, and 
another giant remote. 

Measuring around 17x10x3.5cm, 
and Lightweight as it Lacks an internal 
drive, the Eminent hdMEDIA Stream 
looks a Little 'budget 5 , but seems 
solidly constructed. On the front are 
a handy USB port and a connector 
for an infrared sensor; all the other 
sockets are on the back. Cables 
including LAN and opticaLdigital 
are provided, as is a neat, compact 
remote control 


WESTERN DIGITAL WDTV V.2 
-►£100 Approx 
-►www.wdc.com 
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IOMEGA SCREENPLAY DIRECTOR HD 
-►£170 Approx 
-► http://go.iomega.com 
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In brief 

Western Digital made an early and impressive start in the media 
pLayer market with the WDTV and its networkable version, the 
WDTV Live. The WDTV V2 is an upgraded version of the original 
WDTV (which has itself been updated with several firmware 
revisions); again, it is a simple media dock 5 with no internal drive 
or networking. 



In brief 

Iomega’s history in the externaL 
hard drive market is second to 
none, but its track record with 
media pLayers is chequered by 
slow adoption of new formats 
{one 'HD 1 model wouldn’t 
even play HD files). The 
Screenplay Director HD makes 
a point of supporting HD 
formats such as H.264 
and MKV, and features an 
internal hard drive of up to 
2TB, making it a powerful 
’media tank 5 . 
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Reasonably smaLl for its 
specification, the Iomega ScreenPLay 
Director stands vertically and has 
an array of transport controLs on the 
front, which are replicated on the 
mid-sized remote Otherwise, all 
connections, including a Kensington 
lock socket, are on the back. 

An internal drive up to 2TB can be 
specced. Fan cooling is provided. 

Lacking internal storage, Western 
DigitaL’s WDTV V.2 is beautifulLy light 
and compact, and features only 
activity indicators on the front. Most 
of the AV sockets are on the back, 
and an additional USB is on one side, 
A small handset and cable selection 
is included, 

FinalLy, the ZyXEL Digital Media 
Streamer can be laid flat or mounted 
vertically on its removable foot. 

All the controLs and connections, 
including power, are on the back, 
and it comes with HDMI, LAN and AV 
cables, and a Large remote control. 
Despite being almost as large as the 


Iomega, this model has no internal 
drive and therefore no fan. 

Features 

Since all these products serve exactly 
the same purpose, it's no surprise 
that they have a great number of 
features and functions in common. 

In terms of video connections, 
aLl have HDMI, composite video, and 
stereo audio outputs; the (omega 
and AC Ryan units aLso have 
component video outputs. ALL have 
optical digital audio output, except 
the ZyXEL which has coaxial 
- the PlayOn! HD has both, 

ALl have Ethernet LAN ports, 
except the WDTV; and all have 
USB 2.0 host ports - one on the 
Eminent and ZyXel, two on the 
WDTV and PLayOn! HD Mini, two pLus 
a USB Device port on the PLayOnl 
HD, and three pLus a USB Device port 
on the Iomega. 

Four of the devices requ i re you 
to use the sneakernet 5 - that is, 


you have to carry media on a USB 
stick or pocket hard drive from your 
PC to the device. The built-in hard 
drives of the Iomega and the PlayOni 
HD put them in a different category. 
Apart from being able to use them 
as media tanks’ to archive large 
amounts of programming, you can 
also use them via your network 
as DHCP-compliant NAS media 
streamers, communicating with 
other UPnP compatible devices. 

They {and in a future update the 
PLayOnl HD Mini) can also be used 
as BitTorrent devices. 

The WDTV V2 has several 
improvements over the original 
including video previews, file 
management and enhanced support 
for DTS sound in MKV wrappers. 

The Eminent aLlows you to play back 
BLu-ray ISOs from USB or networked 
storage, though unlike the PLayOn! 

HD it doesn’t allow you to hook up an 
external DVD player. It has no internet 
streaming services but does support 


AC RYAN PLAYON! HD MINI 
->£90 Approx 
-►www.acryan.com 


EMINENT H DM EDI A STREAM 
->£120 Approx 
-►www.eminent-online.com 



In brief 

A new name to the UK, AC Ryan is weLl-estabLished in its native 
Netherlands and in the Far East as a supplier of PC modding 
and drive hardware. The PlayOn! HD Mini is very much aimed 
at the WDTV's market, as it is also a budget device with no internal 
storage, but its provision of a LAN port makes it more comparable 
toWD'sTV Live. 


In brief 

The Eminent hdMEDIA Stream is the first device HCC’s seen from 
this PC accessory specialist. It has no internaL storage, but does have 
a LAN port for network capability. If anything lets this device down, 
though, it’s a Lack of connectivity - just one USB port, and no 
component video output. It shares the WDTV's Advanced Sigma 
Designs 8655 processor, and has a similar GUI and remote control. 
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88 GROUPTEST MEDIA PLAYERS 


□LNA, UPnP, SAMBA, BitTorrent and 
NZB download. 

The ZyXEL features built-in access 
to Web TV, YouTube and the Internet 
Radio Live365 network, which 
carries around 6,500 radio stations, 
but for some reason its HDMI output 
is VT1 only. 

The Iomega supports a USB Wi-Fi 
adapter sold separately for wireless 
access, can access online content 
from internet sites such as YouTube, 
and Fllckr, plus internet radio, RSS 
feeds and podcasts, and comes with 
Iomega Protection Suite software. 

The ZyXel has a built-in Microsoft 
DRM-ND feature to enable playback 
of encrypted digital content, while the 
WD supports TS files and a selection 
of playlist formats. It won’t support 
protected content such as movie and 
music downloads from iTunes, 

The issue of file format 
compatibility is crucial, but of course 
these devices are designed in such a 
way that they can be updated from 


the net. In general, you'Ll find that 
alL of them handle common video 
formats such as AVI, MPEG-1/2/4, 
DivX, XviD, MOV, MP4, FLV, ISO and 
MKV at resolutions up to lG80p; 
audio formats including MP3, WMA, 
WAV, FLAG, PCM and OGG; image 
formats including JPG, BMP, GIF, 

TIF and PNG; and subtitle formats 
such as SRT SMI, 5SA, SUB and IDX, 

Performance 

So far as HCC is concerned, an 
unfussy, clear user interface with 
understandable, high-resolution 
icons and fast response to 
commands are the essentials of 
a good media player. Not all of our 
grouptest’s contenders manage this. 

The two AC Ryan units 
unsurprisingly have identical bright 
and clear user interfaces, which 
incLude previews of video files, whiLe 
the WDTV V.2 is an enhanced version 
of the original WDTV, drawing 
something from Sony's PlayStation 3 


in its XrossBar-style layout. Once you 
have browsed to the required folder, 
you have a choice of file display 
options including thumbnails of 
pictures and album art, and previews 
for video files. The Iomega has 
a very sharp menu display, but 
performance can be a Little sluggish 
and options are quite limited; you 
can’t search for files by artist or 
genre, and you can’t dispLay album 
artwork. But video fiLe playback, even 
of HD material, is rock-so Lid. 

The Eminent hdMEDIA Stream 
has a neat user interface similar 
to the WDTV's, and offers smooth, 
glitch-free performance. 

Finally, the ZyXEL is Let down 
by a scrappy, low-resolution user 
interface which responds slowly 
to commands; it also struggles with 
HD video fifes. CLearly its processor 
i$ underpowered, and while it’s 
perfectly adequate as an audio 
player, we'd hesitate to recommend 
it for any video applications. 


ZYXEL DIGITAL MEDIA STREAMER 
-►£115 Approx 
-► www.zyxel.co.uk 


9 MyiMedia 


-1 



-1 

1 H IV > 1 U-i ▼ WV 

@[02] My (Media 
@[03] Youtube 

. 

OWE: 



AC RYAN PLAYON! HD 
-►£135 Approx 
-►www.acryan.com 



In brief 

Modem and switcher specialist ZyXEL has recentLy branched out 
into media players. The DMA-2500 is comparabLe to the Eminent's 
product, in that it features no internal hard drive but does have 
an Ethernet port for network connectivity. A decent audio player, 
the ZyXEL is let down by slow response, spotty performance with 
video, and a poorly-designed and Low-resolution interface. 


In brief 

AC Ryan’s PlayOn! HD is a step up from the Mini, as it can 
incorporate a storage hard drive. This makes it a much bigger 
and bulkier unit than the Mini, but also makes it possible to incLude 
additional USB ports. With prices ranging from £135 without 
a drive to £258 with a 2TB drive, it straddles the range of prices 
and facilities. 
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WIN A BIKE! 

MotoGP 2010 COMPETITION 



_ SJA 

^ <$ 


TO ENTER 


TEXT HCC4 TO 
87474 


Closing date 7 September 2010 


PLUS THESE 


GREAT PRIZES 


All texts cost £1, plus your standard network rate 


WIIM! AN XBOX 360 
+ CAPCOM’S MOTOGP 09/10 


WIN ! TRAINING WITH 
CALIFORNIA SUPERBIKE SCHOOL 


PLUS 9 MORE GAME PRIZES 


TWO LUCKY WINNERS WILL GET ONE LEVEL - FOR FREE! 


TO ENTER TEXT HCC2 TO 87474 TO ENTER TEXT HCC3 TO 87474 

Closing date 13 May 2010 Closing date 6 August 2010 


OR VISIT: futurecomps.co.uk/motogp 


TERMS AND CONDITIONS 

Br btoflpM in j Hfflpcttliii. tobtbaunibylhtnttititKlan vn*dn flillttttiMlbMiffl. l^nriwsitHto wr(siiill^rfi^4aliW.S^ w k itamd pmgMfrfttrf Ertta imtta uAtnltttdtfw [Mttl»4n> atlNWto#* 

ptf IxmjssIh d. rhpcnnpiiTYrKeiv?! the i qlr in rs sole d East antn siiarnitesnfpi iHwtiitashar i priK i# ampiitlpYElus. Un ess cthnwiss stiteit thE ampettian is Bp hi tn si CB resideira mi 13 vhhs sndam SMipteirpliirfEE lore hib ishinq aid my party imral*d ii the Hmpetitnn w that hmsehalds. ilyercHiija am petit «i jrauqmepermissiBn M use yarn nam^ 
IfceiiKssnilpfrsonil nfmfflsIiMt h CHihKliMiwtiriiE £Hiipttti» aid fin |ji]ii!Lf lsrttl[)iji|jLrti?i Aliena I«bII bmimertK popEt ty flUhecutipjiiifupM i Hilpr Efidwl her Li letuihtd. 'rtu w?i i sir liatthe chi^ rt t>»i aiPy Is entirety yuutdMwoii aid hK CBplid a adapredfi-an any et ha sauce. H remit: i (rimer, toum^ hswitfl pudifc sddhlaial ntartHtim. Bets Is ml 
uimtn uilltpmi ab ean rajiKi « [dirndl ipe iranttisol tbp : using rifts- If vmi srrawrnH.rKF ptbvynu oi aw price is andtixa upai rail amplyimwrrfi ^mamsf atWrti mjsjthE canpettian nfte.Yau scknaidEda? aidagrBsths': ntrtfiHtHs compare nor aiyassncijtedttird paniEssiu haw ary i± ilrtYta yru n mnnKtinnwtivfHir use znd>Vir pas session of yair priit. 
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Final Standings 


f you don't already have a media 
player, you are going to want to 
buy one soon; the sheer amount of 
stuff on the internet that you want to 
view on your TV makes it a no- 
brainer Okay, many TVs incorporate 
USB ports or SD slots, but they don’t 
support the wide range of file formats 
and management systems you'll find 
on a media player. It’s great that you 
can choose between inexpensive 
media 'docks’ and more pricey hard 
drive-equipped tanks’ depending on 
your needs, and whether you already 
have USB memory sticks, pocket hard 
drives and so on. 

The other main factor to bear in 
mind when choosing a media player 


is whether you will make use of 
networking facilities; even if you 
don't now, it's likely that you will find 
these functions useful in the future, 
and in a short time everything from 
you r TV to your toaster wi LI probabLy 
be networkabLe. 

So far as this selection is 
concerned, the WDTV V.2 is probabLy 
the best choice in terms of value 
for money, comprehensive functions 
and ease of use. It s a pity it isn't 
networkable, but for that you 
would need to go for the Best Buy 
award-winning WDTV Live, which 
we reviewed Last issue. Otherwise, 
networking oomph could be 
supplied by the AC Ryan or Iomega 


products, and of course if you want 
internal storage the AC Ryan PlayOnl 
HD or the Iomega should suit you 
fine. The Eminent is simpLy 
undistinguished, while the ZyXEL has 
a poor interface and some video 
performance issues 

And the winner is... 

We've plumped for the AC Ryan 
PlayOn! HD as our winner in this 
grouptest, as it offers the best 
combination of connections, 
features, performance and vaLue. 
Ryan has timed it just right and 
jumped in with a real pace-setter 
- but in this area you really have 
to run to stay in the Lead.,. 



1st 


HGC VERDICT 

AC Ryan PLayOn! HD 
£135 Approx 

Highs: Good GUI; well specified; 
can be specced with a 2TB 
hard drive 

Lows: Sizable in build; not much else 

Performance: O00G0 
Design; OGGOQ 
Features: ooooo 




Highs: Good GUI; well-specified; 

flexible 

Lows: Can't search for files by artist 
or genre 

Performance: ooooo 
Design; ooooo 
Features: ooooo 


3rd 



HOC VERDICT 

Western Digital WDTV V.2 
£100 Approx 

Highs: Beautifully light and compact; 
extraordinarily easy to use; 
XrossBar-styLe GUI 
Lows: No networking or internal hard 
drive option 

Performance: 0600 © 

Design; ooooo 

Features: ooooo 


Overall: 0060© 


Overall: OQ0O© 


Overall: 00600 


4 Specifications 

HDMI:res 

USB: yes 2 x host, 1 x device 
Composite video: yes Component Video: yes 
S-video: no Stereo audio: yes 
Digital audio: yes c oaxiai/optical 
Ethernet: yes 
Card slot: yes SD/MMC 
Internal drive: yes up to 2TB 
Dimensions: 227(w) x 60(h) 
xl65(d)mm 
Weight: 1kg 

Features: Supports video formats AVI, 
MKV, TS, TP, TRP, M2TS, MPG,, MP4, 
MOV, M4V, VOB. ISO. IFQ, DAT WMV, 
ASF, RM, RMVB, FLV, MPEG-1/2/4, 
XviD, DrvX, WMV9, RealVideo; audio 
formats MP3, MP2, WMA, AAC, 
FLAG, WAV, OGG, PCM, LPCM, 
MS-ADPCM, LC-AAC, HE-AAC, 
COOK, RA-iLossless; Dolby Digital 
5.1/DT5/DT5 Master Audio 
passthrough & downmix to stereo; 
image formats HD JPEG, BMP, GIF, 
TIF r PNG. UPnP media streaming; 
wired and optional extra wire Less 
networking; NAS functions; 
BitTorrent downloading; internet 
Radio; Picassa; Flickr; news internet 
feeds; photo slideshow 


- Specifications 

HDMt: VB 

USB: yes 3 x host, 1 x device 
Composite video: ves Component Video: yes 
S-video: wo Stereo audio; yes 
Digital audio: yes optical 
Ethernet; yes 
Card slot; wo 
Internal drive: yes up to 2TB 
Dimensions: 76(w) x 185(h) 
x 145(d) mm 
Weight: 1kg 

Features: Supports Video formats 
MPEG-1/2/4, AVI, VOB, DivX, XviD, 
H.264. WMV, AVCHD, VC-1, MKV 
MOV ISO; audio formats MP3, AC3, 
WAV, OGG, WMA, AAC (non-DRM), 
FLAG; image formats JPEG, BMP, GIF,. 
PNG, TIFF; YouTube, FLickr, Internet 
radio, RSS feeds, podcast access; 
optional WIFI; DivX Home Theatre 
Certified; includes Iomega Protection 
Suite anti-virus and backup software 


4 Specifications 

HDMI: res 
USB:ye;2xUSB 2.0 
Composite video: yes Component Video: no 
S-video: no Stereo audio: yes 
Digital audio: yes optical 
Ethernet: no 
Card slot: wo 
Internal drive: wo 
Dimensions; 125.5(w)x 40(h) 
xlG0(d)mm 
Weight: 0,3kg 
Features: Supports video formats AVI 
(Xvid, AVC, MPEG1/2/4), MPG/MPEG, 
VOB. MKV (h.264, x,264. AVC, 
MPEG 1/2/4, VC-1), T5/TP/M2T 
(MPEG1/2/4, AVC, VC-1), MP4/MOV 
(MPEG4, h.264), M2T5, WMV9; 
Audio formats MP3, WAV/PCM/ 
LPCM, WMA, AAC, FLAG, MKA, AIF/ 
A IFF, OGG, Dolby Digital. DTS; image 
formats JPEG, GIF, T1F/TIFF, BMP, 
PNG; playlist formats PLS, M3U, 
WPL. Picture Transfer Protocol 
support, automatic file play, 
thumbnail, list and video previews, 
media library search and aggregator, 
slide shows 
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4th 



HCC VERDICT 


AC Ryan PlayOn! HD Mini 
£90 Approx 

Highs; Good GUI; comprehensive 
functions; small form factor 
Lows; Doesn't feature an internal, 
hard drive; Lacks an optical digitaL 
audio ouput 

Performance: ooooo 
Design; OOO0O 


1 2345 



5th 


HCC VERDICT 

Eminent hdMEDIA Stream 
£120 Approx 

Highs; Good file support; 

easy to use 
Lows: Limited connections; no 
wireless support 

Performance: OGOOO 
Design; ooooo 
Features: OGOOO 


6th 


HCC VERDICT 

ZyXEL Digital Media 
Streamer 
£115 Approx 

Highs: Built-in Live 365 J net radio; 

S-video socket 
Lows: Slow response; video playback 

issues 

Performance: OGOOO 
Design: OGOOO 
Features: OGOOO 



Overall: OQGQO 


Overall: 06600 


Overall: 00006 


-> Specifications 

HDMkres 
USB: yes 2 x USB 2.0 
Composite video: res Component Video: yes 
5-video: wo Stereo audio: m 
Digital audio: res coaxial 
Ethernet: yes 
Card slot; wo 
Internal drive: wo 
Dimensions: 151 (w) x 42(h) 
xl02(d)mm 
Weight: Q.6Kg 
Features: Supports video formats AVI, 
MKV, TS, TR TRR M2TS, MPG,, MP4, 
MOV, M4V. VOB, ISO, IFO. DAT, WMV, 
ASF, RM, RMVB, FLV, MPEG-1/2/4, 
XviD, DivX, WMV9, RealVideo; audio 
formats MP3, MP2, VVMA, A AC, 
FLAG, WAV, OGG PCM, LPCM, 
MS-ADPCM, LC-AAC, HE-AAC, 
COOK, RA-Lossless; Dolby Digital 
5.1/DTS/DTS Master Audio 
passthrough & downmix to stereo; 
image formats HD JPEG, BMP, GIF, 
TfF, PNG; UPnP media streaming, 
wired networking; wireless optional. 

extra; download BitTorrent to 
external media (available in future 
firmware update); 'net radio, Picassa, 
Flickr, news feeds; picture sLideshow 


-4 Specifications 

HDMI: yes 
USB: wes 1 USB 2.0 
Composite video; vis Component Video; no 
S-video: wo Stereo aud io: yes 
Digital audio: yes optical 
Ethernet: yes 
Card slot: wo 
Inter nal drive: wo 
Dimensions: 175(w) x37(h) 
xl08(d)mm 
Weight: 5.5kg 
Features: Supports video formats XviD 
(SD/HD), MPEG-1/2, MPEG-4.2, 
WMV9, H.264, VC-1 MKV, AVI, VOB, 
ISO, IFO, DVR-MS, ASF (WMV), MOV 
(MP4 codec), DAT (VCD/SVCD); 
audio formats WMA, WMA Pro, AAC 
(MPEG 4), AC3 (Dolby), MP1/2/3, 
WAV, PCM, LPCM, FLAG; image 
formats GIF, BMP, JPEG. TIF, PNG; 
playlists PL5, M3U. External USB 
hard disk support up to 1.5 TB; built- 
in BitTorrent and NZB download 
client; IR connection, full DUN A, 
UPnP and SAMBA support; built-in 
Transmission and NZBget programs, 
file list and thumbnail modes, SD 
upscaling; slideshow functions; 
background music functions 


t> Specifications 

HDM3: YBvlJ 
USB: yesI x USB Host 
Composite video: yes Component Video: no 
S-video: yes Stereo audio: yes 
DigitaL audio: yes coaxial 
Ethernet: yes 
Card slot: wo 
Internal drive: wo 
Dimensions: 186(w) x 114(h) 
x38(d)mm 
Weight: 0.4g 
Features: Features; Supports video 
H.264, WMV9, MPEG 1/2/4/SD/ 
HD,VC1. DivX, Xvld, MKV. AVI WMV, 
ISO, IFO, MP4, VOB, ASF, M2TS, 
MOV, TP TS, MPG, DivX; audio MPEG 
1 Layer 1&2, MP3, MPEG 2 AAC, 
MPEG 4 AAC, AC3, WMA, OGG 
Vorbis, LPCM, DTS Pass through, 
FLAG, AAC, AC3. WAV. PCM, MP3, 
OGG, WMA, MKA; Photo formats 
JPEG, TIFF, PNG, GIF, BMP; Subtitle 
formats SRT, SSA, IDX, SUB. Also 
supports NFS and SAMBA, Live365 
internet Radio, optional wireless 
802/lln USB adapter 
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FROM THE MAKERS OF 



PlayStation 

• Official Maaazine - I 


Official Magazine - UK 


Find out more at firstp!ay.co.uk 


Future 


Fir -i Play is a brand new interactive show, coming soon from the makers of Official PlayStation Magazine, Available from the PlayStations Store 
and downloaded direct to your PS3 hard drive, each episode of FlrstPlay wilt feature exciting new content for your console - including video 
reviews and previews, plus interactive screenshot galleries. Well also be offering exclusive downloadable content. 

Register now for more info at firstplay.co.uk 
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94 AE PRO SUB-SAT£3,000 Approx -* www.acoustic-energy.co.uk 


Plug and play 

Adam Rayner wrestles with a mass of wires and a Medusa of mains 
to taste the heady delights of a full-on professional system for the home... 



AE'smost 

compact 

monitoring 

system 


Genelec 

HT206B/ 

HTS3B; 

Dynaudio 

BM5A/BM9S; 

Adam Sl-A/ 

Sub 8 


D*LY.: The 

satellites' 
tweeters and 
mid-range 
drivers are 
powered by 
separate 
internal 
amplifiers 



B ecause my own roots are in pro 
audio I was glad to audition 
these professional active 
(self-amplified) monitors and 
subwoofer. Of course, you do get 
separate amps and speakers in the 
pro audio world, but this tends to 
happen onLy at the major LeveL. This 
active satellite system is for nestling 
around mixing desks, but is so cute 
that Acoustic Energy was getting 
asked for them for home sales. 

The AE22-10 ProSat marries a 
single midwoofer and a fabulously 
posh tweeter to a brace of 
differentially-sized channels of 
internal amplification. They bear a lot 
of the same DNA as Acoustic Energy's 


A El speaker in performance, coming 
from the purity of a pistonic cone 
that’s unforgiving, and not necessarily 
warm. As such, it’s untiring to the 
ears for pro users who play them 
all day, and revealing of what their 
job needs them to hear - cLinical 
detaiL with no power compression. 

To send the signaLs from your 
AVR you’ll need an umbilicus of 
professional proportions, Like a 
mini multi-core at a concert, or 
a wrist-thick bunch of signal wires, 
as I had. Also, you'll need to supply 
mains to all five speakers as well 
as the subwoofer, in fact, 
installation took up about two 
thirds of my setup time, thanks to 
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a set-up pack of 11 fully-terminated 
cables, plus the mains plugs. 

I used my Acurus ACT3 processor 
as its purity is supreme and I 
reckoned it would be good at the 'pro 1 
application, and fed signals from the 
back of a disc-spinner into it via 
coaxial With a video connection to 
the TV, I had a full rig. 

The speakers are utterly no- 
nonsense. Tiny dip 1 switches in their 
rears give you some crucial control 
Like phase and HF boost or depth 
cut-off, but that's it; no level control 
on the sub, no knobs on the speakers. 
It s just level-accurate to what goes 
in* You cannot boost it artificially as 
that’d be changing the flavour. 

It’s been emotional 

In the event, my test period all got a bit 
emotional. I was fLinging discs in and 
out of my player like a nutter to hear 
all my must-check tracks and clips. 
The simple fact is, these speakers, 
with their Little amplifiers inside, are 
absolutely awesome, I played some 
bonkers DVD-Audio stuff called 
Studio Voodoo, and it was incredible; 
total cLarity, beLievability and exquisite 
detail The tweeters are god-Like and 
the classic-AE-domed mids shouLd 


make the company’s founder Phil 
Jones proud. 

To test their mettle in a home 
cinema sense, I played some of the 
very beginning of Pixar’sCars. 
Lightning McQueen is giving himself 
a pep talk in his trailer, interspersed 
with ZQOM-NEQWl noises of the 
race cars on the track. Now, only 
systems of deep purity of detail- 
retrieval can make out the crowd 
sounds some 30dB down in that mix, 
but there they were. The bizarre thing 
was that I had heard them before, 
and better but on a super expensive 
set of huge f Loorstanders. 

And that’s the point, these are 
professional-grade, easy to use and 
literally gorgeous to Listen to. I couLd 
wax on about the taut controL and 
depth of the bass, and more, but just 
beLieve me, this is amazing kit, and 
given howtotaLly rapid and high-end 
the amps inside are, represents 
stupefying good value for money. 

Yes, all the wiring involved is a bit 
of a pain in the neck, but you’ll only 
do it once. And with the system up 
and running, I was bLown away, to the 
point where I would happily consider 
swapping to active speakers and a 
sexy preamp. Wow l 



-}> Specifications 

Acoustic Energy AE22-10 ProSat 

Drive Units: 1 x 5,1 in aluminium LF/MF 
driver; 1 x lin ring radiator tweeter 
Enclosure: Active, two-way sealed 
Frequency Response: 100Hz-4QkHz 
+/-3dB 
Sensitivity: Not stated 
Onboard power: 50W (LF/MF): 

25W (HF) 
Dimensions: 150 (w) x 220(h) 
x 180(d) mm 
Weight: 4kg 

Connections: Single gastight Speakon 
connector for balanced or unbalanced 
input, plus single phono socket 

Acoustic Energy AE22-08 ProSub 

Drive Units: Two x lOin aluminium 
drivers with high-power long-throw 
motor systems 
Enclosure: Sealed 
Frequency Response: -6dB @ 25Hz 
On board power: 20 0W RMS 
Dimensions: 350(w) x 350(h) 
x33G(d)mm 
Weight: 14kg 
Connections: Six gastight Neutrik 
Speakon connectors for input and five 
XLR sockets for output 



HCC VERDICT 

Acoustic Energy Pro 
Sub-Sat 5.1 
£3,000 Approx 
Highs: Breath-taking detail and 
tautness of the Leading edges 
Lows: Messy and complex cabling; 
very directional; smalL sweetspot 

Performance: 00600 
Design: 06000 
Features: 06600 

Overall: O00Q0 
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Subscribe today 

and get a TechLink HDMI 
Switch Box worth £80! 



HOME CINEMA CHOICE JUNE 

_Zill 


Subscribe to Home Cinema Choice for just £11.88 per 
quarter by Direct Debit and get a free TechLink HDMI 
Switch Box worth £80. Plus, get every issue of HCC 
for 15% less than the cover price! 


About the Techlink 
HDMI Switch Box 

HO Ready TVs often only have two or three 
HDMI inputs, meaning that when you want 
Biu-ray, 5ky+ HD, a PVR, games consoles 
and more connected up, you are going to 
be stuck for inputs. 


Tech Link’s 5witch2 4-into-l HDMI switch 
offers four HDMI inputs with seamless 
switching to a single HDMI output 
Switching can be achieved automatically 
on source detection, by embedded 
switch-flags, or by manual switching. 


• Specifications: 4 x HDMI inputs; 1 x HDMI 
output; Automatic or manual source 
selection; Full HD bandwidth to lOBOp 
resolution; IR remote control supplied; 
Dimensions - 170(w) x 100(d) x 35(d)mm 
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For more information, visit 
www.techlink.uk.com 





How to subscribe... 


Order online at: 

www.myfavouritemagazines.co.uk/hcc/p050 

Call 0844 848 2852 
(quoting code 050) 

Lines open Monday-Friday 8am-9.30pm, 

Saturdays 8am-4pm 

Or return the form opposite 

Got the gift already? Or want a different offer? 
Then visit: 

www.homecinemachoice.com/subscribe 


Why subscribe? 

• Get a gift worth £80 when you pay by 
Direct Debit 

• Pay 15% less than the shop price 

• Never miss an issue 

• Get 13 issues per year delivered straight 
to your door 
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RETURN THIS FORM FREEPOST TO: 

cSSb^ia Subscriptions, Freepost 
RLSC-SX5E-5KKT, Unit 4, Tower 
House, Sovereign Park, Market 
Harborough, Leicestershire LE16 9EF 

TERMS AND CONDITIONS Vbu will receive 13 issues per year. Please allow 28 days for delivery of sift. In the unlikely | 
event of stocks becoming exhausted, we reserve the right to substitute with items of a similar value D r extend 
your subscription by one issue free of charge. This Isa UK-only offer and the gift applies only to those paying via 
Di rect Debit. Ybur subscription will start with the next aval lablE issue. Please tick hEne rf you do NOT wish to receive 
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IS 1201 Subwoofer 


serious technology at play tannoy.com 

Home theatre speakers, hi-fi speakers, custom installation speakers, commercial speakers ...and now a new range of compact subwoofers. 


News with a view 


f - 

TechRadar.com covers the 

stories you want to talk about 

So come along and talk. If you’re passionate about technology, youll 
find lots to keep you interested and plenty of ways to have your say. 



. /- 




radarJr^ 3 

Deep into technology 


J 
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-^Software highlights PARANORMAL ACTIVITY The world’s scariest Blu-ray? 

TWIN PEAKS Damn fine TV gets definitive DVD boxset PONYO Miyazaki works his hi-def magic 
9 Living dolls brave the apocalypse in this freaky animation TWILIGHT: NEW MOON Vampires versus 
werewolves LAW ABIDING CITIZEN Gerard Butler gets his Death Wish on! AND MUCH MORE! 





Bitch Slap-»R2 DVD 


Are you ready to get wet ‘rf wild 
with the crazy ladies from 
exploitation throw-back Bitch 
Slap ? Turn to page 105 and take 
the plunge... 






Ratings key 

Slimer ••• • < 

Jacob Marley ####< 

Sadako ——j 

Sam Wheat 1 2 3 4 




Casper 


•Mlt 
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Citizens caned 


A superior vintage of Death Wish with a full body count 


www.journal-plaza.net & www.freed 


Law Abiding Citizen offers an 

outlandish but entertaining mix of action thriller 
and social commentary. Gerard Butler plays 
bereaved husband Clyde Shelton, who brutally 
kills the men responsible for murdering his wife 
and child when they escape his idea of justice. 
Arrested for the murders, Shelton then starts to 
mete out revenge on those responsible for the 
original miscarriage of justice. 

Superior to the similarly Death Wish -styled 
Harry Brown „ LAC ups the ante in the action while 
doing a good job of exploring modern notions of 
criminal justice. But despite this, and excellent 
performances from the Leads (particularly Butler), 
the film is a Little too by-the-numbers in plotting 
and fails to find a satisfactory pay-off. 

Mark Craven: Like the film’s audio mix, there’s 
nothing particularly exciting about Law Abiding 
Citizen's hi-def visuals. There's reasonable fine 
detail and subtLe textures to be found in the AVC 
2.40:1 encode, but away from the (very) 
occasional exp Lesion the generally drab nature 
of the film and a handfuL of soft shots means 
that the lasting impression is of an adequate 
high-definition experience, but nothing more, 
Steve May: Unlike Gerald Butler’s spectacular 
assassinations, the Dolby True HD soundtrack 
employed here is a routine affair. A 5.1 mix, it 


shows restraint for much of its running time, using 
the rears mainly for atmosphere and flybys - all 
veryoLd school. Interestingly, it was only after the 
final credits rolled that I became aware of how 
undynamic the mix sounds. It really doesn’t make 
anything of the extra clarity afforded by the 
lossless format, with a single exception that I’ll 
not spoil here. Suffice to say the sonic crack is so 
deliciously vioLent and unexpected you’ll jump Like 
a startled kitten. 

Anton van Beek: As much as I enjoyed the film, 
there's little of interest when it comes to the 
disc’s supplementary features. Pick of the bunch 
is The Justice of Law Abiding Citizen, which looks at 
some of the more plausible elements of the film 
(and features input from real-Life prosecutors), 
but at just six minutes, it’s much too short for 

any in-depth analysis. After this 
comes a standard 15-minute 
beh i n d -t he -see n es f e at u rette, 
five visual effects 

progressions, the 
theatrical traiLer and 
an unexplained 
and absolutely 
abysmal trailer 
mash-up. 

A poor show. 


HCC VERDICT 

Law Abiding Citizen (DC) 
Momentum Pictures Region B 
BD £25 Approx 

We say; Disappointing BD for a 
fun, if flawed action drama 

Picture: ooooo 

Sound: 00006 




Movie: 00006 

Overall: 00006 
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The Men Who 
Stare at Goats 

Momentum Pietures-* Region B BD 
£25 Approx 

Based on Jon 
Ronson’s book about 
US army paranormal 
experiments, this 
comedy stars Ewan 
McGregor asa journalist who meets 
George Clooney's former'psychic 
soldier’. Sadly, the truth is probably 
more interesting and funny than this 
predictable comedic fare. Though shot 
on 35mm film, this BD delivers alOSOi 
resolution AVC 2,40:1 presentation. We 
do get a DTS-HD M A 5,1 soundtrack, but 
it has little to work with. Extras include 
two commentaries, two featurettes, 
four deleted scenes, character-themed 
promo spot5 and the trailer AvB 




Imaginarium of 
Dr Parnassus 


Lionsgate Region B BD 
£25 Approx 



Terry Gilliam's latest, 
and possibly most 
audacious, flight of 
cinematic fantasy is 
an utterly beguiling 
BLu-ray experience, Lionsgate UK has 
done a fantastic job. The AVC 1.85:1 
1080p imagery is a little drab in the 
real world', but once the film enters the 
imaginarium it works wonders with the 
CG locations and effects, while the DTS- 
HD M A 5.1 mix bustles with life. Extras 


are generous and include a chat track, 
deleted sequence, wardrobe tests, 
featurettes, a multi-angle FX 
deconstruction and an audio interview 
with the late Heath Ledger, AvB 



Caprica: Pilot 

Universal Playbacks Region 2 DVD 
£16 Approx 



Hungry for more 
Cylon action after 
the end otBattlestar 
Galactica ? If you can't 
wait for the boxset, 
take a lookat this feature-length pilot 
to Ron Moore’s acclaimed sci-fi epic. 

Set 58 years before the parent series, 
Caprica deals with the creation of 
theCylons, only with added religious 
terrorists, crime syndicates and virtual 
reality. While a hi-def version would be 
preferable, this DVD release holds its 
own with a well-rendered anamorphic 
178:1 transfer and involving DD5.1 mix. 
Extras includea detailed commentary, 
seven minutes of deleted scenes and 
13 minutesof Video BLogs. AvB 



We asked you... 


In five years time witl you ... 

Still be buying DVDs 
because they're cheap and 
good enough ■ Be building 
a serious Blu-ray collection 
Be migrating all movies to 
a home server 
Be streaming everything 



Results of poll from 
www.homecinemachoice,com 


Budget 1 
ghostbusting 

For all its craft, the 'home-made' 
look doesn't do Blu-ray justice 

Paranormal Activity is a real 

Marmite movie. Like The Biair Witch Project before 
it, you’ll either Love or hate this ultra low-fideLity 
independent horror film. For our money, whiLe 
it certainly doesn’t live up to the 'scariest movie 
ever' hype, there's stilL a lot to admire about 
fiLm maker Oren Peli's caretulLy-crafted tale of 
a young couple convinced that their home is 
haunted, who begin filming their bedroom at night 
to try and capture proof, 

Mark Craven: It's hard to know how to score this 
Blu-ray encode on a scale of one to five. Shot 
using Sony’s HDR-FX1 prosumer camcorder, the 
film is supposed to Look like it is home movie 
footage - which means that it doesn't exactly 
offer the ki nd of 10 BOp imagery that many 
AV-fans crave. However, the AVC 1.78:1 encode 
is perfectly true to the source material, and any 
technical deficiencies are down to the source 
material rather than the disc itself, so you couldn't 
really ask for anything more. 

Steve May: lt 5 s perhaps entirely fitting that the 
audio quality of a movie which is shot on 
camcorders sounds homemade. Predominantly 
monophonic with little in the way of surround 
ambience it's not a soundtrack that you'lL be using 
to demonstrate your home cinema. This is not a 
criticism. The audio is entirely keeping with the 
conceit of the movie. Between you and me, the 
DT5-FID MA mix is a Lot cleverer than it lets on, 
ft effectively plays with dynamics and contributes 
enthusiastically to the film’s scare quotient. That 





1 
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VERDICT 


Paranormal Activity 
Icon Home Entertainment 
Region B BD £25 Approx 

We say: Hardly demo material, 
but this Blu-ray outing treats its 
source materiaL with the respect 
it deserves 

Picture: 06000 
Sound: 06000 
Extras: 06600 
Movie: 06600 

Overall: 


4 fj 4 




Paranormal 
pornography leaves 
much to the 
imagination 


said, I can't see that the lossless mix offers 
significantly more than the standard DD5.1 version 
available on DVD. 

Anton van Seek: This Blu-ray outing isn’t exactLy 
swimming In extras, but at least it’s an 
improvement on the US reLease. The only thing 
that the two discs share is an alternate ending, 
which can be viewed either on its own or as part 
of the film. The UK d isc adds the eight best shorts 
from the Film Your Own Paranormal Activity 
Competition, although they’re rather oddly 
arranged so you watch Oren Peli’s introduction, 
then the winner, then comes a menu screen with 
a List of the winners and a PLay All option, which 
forces you to sit through the winning entry aLL over 
again. Best of alL though is the UK-excLusive 
director's commentary, which spends the first 
half-hour or so discussing the film's production 
and distribution history, before settling down into 
the usual anecdotes and scene-specific chat 
- packed with plenty of useful information 
for aspiring Low-budget filmmakers. 
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102 ONG BAK: THE BEGINNING-* PONYO-* WHO DARES WIN 


Still crazy after all these years 

Age has not withered Twin Peaks - in fact, this boxset gives it a whole new lease of life 




Twin Peaks is now 20 years old, but 

feels as groundbreaking and innovative as ever 
David Lynch and Mark Frost’s multi-layered and 
wonderfully weird whodunnit may have gone off 
the boil during its second season once we knew 
the identity of Laura Palmer’s killer (although it 
came back all guns firing for the series finale), 
but even then it remained a singularLy fascinating 
and original piece of primetime television, 

Mark Craven: Remastered from the original 
negatives, with new colour timing overseen by 
□avid Lynch, Twin Peaks holds up as one of the 
best-looking TV series on DVD. Presented in the 
originail.33:1 aspect ratio, the transfers are 
bursting with warm reds and browns, while detail 
holds up well for a 20-year-oLd series in 
SD, There’s even a reasonable grain 
structure to be found in the image, 

Steve May: Characterised by that haunting, 
classic theme, this deliciously weird series 
opens with a reworked multi-channel 
version of the original stereo mix. This partiy 
expiain the centre-locked dialogue and 

limited directional Logic. If the resuit 
is a Dolby DigitaL 5.1 affair that’s 
Less sophisticated than 
contemporary US dramas, it’s 
uniquely worth experiencing. 
The omnipresent synth work 
in Angelo Badalamenti’s score 
adds menace and fear, while the 
often slow, drawn-out vocal 
^ work contributes to a 

dream-like ambience. 
Anton van Seek: 
Despite the Definitive 


The climactic 'Who 
ate the last slice of 
Blueberry pie?' scene 


tag on this boxset, it’s worth pointing out 
that some extras from the season releases 
are missing - most notably the 
commentaries, but there’s still a lot here. 

The first disc includes the Originai and 
International pilots, whiLe every episode features 
archival intro from the Log Lady. Disc Nine aLso 
offers a quartet of deleted scenes and a gallery 
of Production Documents, However, it's Disc Ten 
that offers up the real goodies. Here you’ll find 
a 30-minute chat with Lynch and collaborators, 
an excellent 106-minute four-part retrospective 
documentary, two Saturday Night Live segments, 
an interactive map, a Look at the Twin Peaks fan 
festival a music video, three extensive image 
galleries, 12 promos, eight 1-900 Hotline audio 
messages and six episode bumpers. 


HCC VERDICT 

Twin Peaks: Definitive Gold Box 
Edition UniversaL Piayback 
Region 2 DVD-* £70 Approx 

We say: Not as definitive as it 
claims, but still a damn fine 
boxset 

Picture: ooooo 
Sound: ooooo 
Extras: OOOOO 
Movie: ooooo 

Overall:OQQQ0 


Who Dares Wins 

Arrow Films-* AR BD 
£25 Approx 

An SASfilm may have 
seemed like a good 
idea in the wake of 
the 1980 Iranian 
Embassy Siege, Many 
of us remember the exciting climax, 
which here draws on real footage, but 
few will enjoy the turgid 110 minutes 
leading up to it. As bad as the film is, 
we’re pleased to see such a low-profiie 
title on Blu-ray. Sadly while a serious 
step-up from earlier versions, the AVC 
1.85:1 encode still looks rather dull and 
flat. Extras include a commentary, 
documentary about producer Euan 
Lloyd, an archival TV show about the 
making of the film and a DVD copy of 
the movie. MC 



Give’ em Hell 
Malone 

Momentum Pictures-* R2 DVD 
£20 Approx 

This Thomas Jane 
(H BO's Hung) vehicle 
promises a Lot - it's 
aS/nGfy-esque 
bloodthirsty film noir 
- but ultimately falls fiat thanks to an 
overcomplicated plot and some 
one-dimensionai villains. Violent, 
but lacking charm and direction. 

The DVD is no great shakes, either: the 
extra features menu takes you to just 
a trailer, and the anamorphic 235:1 
transfer is short of detaiLand colour 
punch. The Dolby Digital 5.1 mix is 
better, partly because it has a lot of 
gunfire and squealing car tyres to work 
with, but the score is atrocious. MC 

OOOOO 


The Shinjuku 
Incident 

Cine Asia-* All-Region BD 
£25 Approx 

Coming across like an 
Asian Once Upon 
a Time in America, 
Jackie Chan's star 
dives into more 
dramatic material as an illegal 
immigrant in Japan rising up the ranks 
of the local mafia. With no fights or 
extreme stunts. Chan relies on his acting 
and does acredible job, despite the 
meandering story. It looks great thanks 
toan AVC 2,40:1 encode that makes the 
most of the neon-lit Shinjuku streets, 
but the DTS-HD MA 5.1 audio is pretty 
tame. Extras include trailers, TV spots, 
eight behind-the-scenes featurettes, a 
Making of,,, and seven interviews, AvB 


Ong Bak: 

The Beginning 

Sony Pictures-*ALL-region BD 
£23 Approx 

It’s been seven years 
since Thai martial arts 
star Tony Jaa hurst on 
the scene with 
Ong-Bak , He’s now 
dropped the hyphen and turned back 
the dock for part 1 of a saga that crosses 
Robin Hood with The Jungle Book. While 
the story isn't much cop, the action is 
still breathtaking and that’s what we 
came to see. Sadly, Jaa's Blu-ray dehut 
isn’t as exciting as we hoped, thanks to a 
murky AVC 2.40:1 encode. Also there's no 
lossless audio option, just plain old 
DD5.1, and some meagre extras 
(behind-the-scenes footage, interview 
snippets and trailers) AvB 
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Like a fish out of water 


Master animator Hayao Miyazaki takes to the water in his latest classic 


Ponyo fs the Latest animated 
masterpiece from Hayao Miyazaki, the 
Legendary creator of Spirited A way and 
My Neighbour Totoro. Ponyo takes Hans 
Christian Andersen's The Little Mermaid 
as its starting point, but gives it a typicalLy 
eco-themed Miyazaki spin by focusing on 
a magical fish-girl who runs away 
from her undersea home and meets 
a young boy. Transforming into 
a young girl, Ponyo loves her new Life - but 
unwittingLy offsets the equilibrium between Land 
and sea, threatening to destroy the entire worLd. 
Mark Craven: Disney has worked wonders with 
this BLu-ray edition of Studio GhibLi's Latest, 
delivering a mouth-watering AVC 185:1 encode, 
any frame of which could hang as a work of art 
on any animation fan's wall. It's a flawless hi-def 
presentation, dripping with vibrant colours and 
crisp, clean Line work. No matter how hard I Looked 
\ couLdn’t find a trace of technical anomalies 
anywhere in the image, be it edge enhancement 
or even the coLour banding that often afflicts 
animated material. Quite simply perfect, 

Steve May: HI confess to being somewhat 
frustrated by Ponyo's audio. For reasons best 
known to Disney, the DTS-HD MA 5,1 soundtrack 
is reserved exclusively for the American dub. The 



original Japanese Language track is 
re Legated to standard DD 5.1 - it’s not 
- even the more capacious DD Plus. 

Perhaps there isn't enough room 
on the disc? Whatever, I felt cheated, 
and for that hereby deduct a point 
from its audio score. That said, the 
DD5,1 Japanese track is good 
enough, and both versions sound 
deLightful, thanks largely to a magical score by 
Joe Hisaishi, Miyazaki's regular contributor, 

Hisaishi creates plenty of majestic, hummable 
compositions that ooze charm. 

Anfon van Beek: As usual with Studio Ghibli 
releases, Ponyo arrives with modest if pleasing 
features. There's a BonusView picture-in-picture 
mode Letting you watch the film with (beautiful) 
storyboards playing out in a window. The World of 
Ghibli: Behind the Studio opens up a collection of 
featurettes looking at the production of the film, 
and The World of Ghibli: Enter the Lands is taiLored 
towards younger fans and provides simpLe 
interactive features promoting many of the 
studio’s other titles. Rounding out the package is 
a trio of short featurettes originally created for 
the recent R1 DVD reissues of My Neighbour Totoro, 
Kiki’s Delivery Service and Castle in the Sky, 
plus a BD-Live link and a DVD copy of the film. 




HCC VERDICT 

Ponyo WaLt Disney HE All- 
Region BD (US import) -> £20 
Approx (www.movietyme.com) 

We say: Stunning visuals ensure 
this is an HD splash 

Picture: O0QQG 

Sound: OOOOO 
Extras: < ooooo 
Movie: O0QO0 

Overall:0Q000 
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Central London’s One Stop Electronics Superstore 


SONY JVC Panasonic if^ lg Authorised UK Dealer Aoneer jnsf" TOSHIBA QYAMAHA sharp 


SHARP 


LE600 Series 

AQUOS 1080P Full HD 
Screen LED Backlight TV 
with New x-GEN Panel, 
Mercury Free, Eco Fea¬ 
tures & 3 HDMI Inputs 



LE70D Senes 

AQUOS 1080p Full HD 
LED Backlight with 
lOOHz, Mercury Free, 
USB Input for JPEG / 
MRS Playback a Eco 
Feature 



H CH 


W 



TOSHIBA 

46XV635DB (SAVE £200) 

46 r ' Regza XV Senes 
FULL HD 1OS0P Digital 
LCD TV with Resolu¬ 
tion PlusActive Vision 
_ _ M100HD Pro, 100hz 

lasra r.~3 aa crrm 

37XV635DB 

37" Regza XV Series 
, FULL HD 1080P Digital 
LCD tv with Meta Brain, 

| Auto View, Active Vision 
M1QQHD Pro & 4x HDMI 



UE40B8000 



40" Series 8 Ultra Slim 
Crystal Design FULL HD 
1080P LED TV with ZOOhz 
Motion Plus 



dm 


■■■' 


UE55B7020 



55" series 7 ultra Slim 
Crystal Design FULL 
HD 1080P LED TV With 
10Ohz Motion Plus & 
Medi@2.0 


UE4GB7020 



40" SERIES 7 FULL HD 
1O80P LED Ultra Slim 
Crystal TV With 100Hz 
Motion Plus & Ultra 
Clear Pane 

Avail able in 32", 46" & 55" 


BDP1580 


High Definition Biu-ray 
DVD Player with 256MB 
Internal Memory & BD 
I Live (BD Profi le 2.0), 
HDMI vL3 (Anynet+) + 
1 FREE BLU-RAY FILM 




Homi 


Panasonic 


TXP42510 



42" VIERA FULL HD 
Plasma TV with 100 Hz 
Double Scan, x.v. Colour 
& 3x HDMI 

Also Available in 46" & 50" 


mm 


TXP46G15 



46" FULL HD 1080P 
Plasma Television with 
Freesat built-in, 600Hz 
Sub-field Drive Intel¬ 
ligent Frame Creation 
Pro Si 4x HDMI 


1MM B| 


SONY 


Z5300 Series 



Full HD 1080 LCD TV 
with Integrated Freesat, 
Motionflow 200Hz, Ap~ 
pliCast™, & 4x HDMI 

Available in 40", 46" & 52" 
Available In-Store Only 


W5810 Series 



Full HD 1080 LCD TV with 
Integrated Freesat, BRA- 
VIA ENGINE 3, Motionflow 
100Hz & 4x HDMI 

Available In-Store Only 
Available In 32", 3^40", 46" & 52 


r TXL37S10 


KDL40Z5500 



37" VIERA FULL HD LCD 
TV with Wide IPS Alpha 
Panel,VIERA Link & V- 
Audio Surround 



SCBT200 




40" Full HD 1080 BRAVIA 
LCD TV with Motionflow 
200HZ, BRAVIA ENGINE 
3, AppliCast & 4x HDMI 

Available In-Store Only 
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Blu-Ray Home Theater 
System with 1080p DVD 
Up-Conversion, iPod® 
Direct Dock for Audio 
and Video Playback 4- 1 
FREE BLU-RAY FILM 


BDPS56G 


57 


«MEi 


e> 


Multi-Region Full HD 
1080p Blu-Ray Player, 
.x.v.Color, BD-Llve , 

1 Built-in USB Port & DVD 
Upscaling via HDMI + 1 
FREE BLU-RAY FILM 


BUY NOW PAY LATER! INTEREST FREE CREflir for 10 Months 


1 Available an orders ouer £750 


AV / Stereo Receivers/ Amps 


Yamaha RXV-365 + JBL 5CS- 
1200,5 - High-value AV Receiver 
with IQBOp-compatible HDMI 4- 
S.l Simply Cinema Loudspeaker 
System. £369.99 


* Subject t® Status 




HARMAN/KARDON CineMadrid 
(AVR-1SS & JBL SCS-200.5) - 5 X 

40 W 5.1-Channel A/V Receiver + 5.1 
Simply Cinema Loudspeaker System 

...... £369.9! 


■ Yamaha RXV-765 + Bose 
7AM-10 - 7-cb AV Receiver With 
HDMI (4 irtf 1 out) +- 5.1-Ch Music| 
and film Sound From Your Home 
•if Cinema Components.... £ 1124.99 



JVC UXLPSB - 60W Slant Style 
iCD Micro Component System 
with "Hip Dock" for iPod, USB 
Host and MP3/WMA Playback 

.... £149.9 



Hi-Fi Components 


Nad C315. 1169.99 

Nad C515.. £169.99 

HaranUPH-5093. £199,99 

Maranhc CD-5003.. £199 99 

| Teac AR.-610-.... .£169 99 

Teac P DO Z620 ....£ 129,99 

Yamaha AS7Q0... ...£349,99 

Yamaha GD5-700. ........,..,,£279,99 


Speakers & Subwoofers 


Maranti PM-4001 ose .. £159.99 


PM-6002 . ....,....£199.99 


Teac AG-790. ..,£119.99 


HARMAN KARDON HK 3390. £199.99 

HARMAN KARDON HD-990. £199.99 


HARMAN KARDON HD-990. £339.99 


C 

9 

II 

IS 


II 


WHARFEDAU Diamond SW150 WAL¬ 
NUT.... £119,99 

INFINITY SW10..... £119.99 

JBL eSiSO BLK, CHERRY, BEECH,, -£199,99 
JBL £5250 BLK, CHERRY, BEECH., ..£299,99 
JBL ES250PW BLK, CHERRY, BEECH... 

.,.. £339.99 

JBL £5100 BLK, CHERRY, BEECH.. -£479.99 

JBL E590 BLK, CHERRY, BEECH. £359,99 

JBL ESSO BLK, CHERRY, BEECH. £399,99 

JBL L89Q Black. ..... <..£599.99 

JBL E530 BLK, CHERRY, BEECH. £169.99 

JBL ES20 BLK, CHERRY, BEECH. £139,99 

JBL E525 BLK, CHERRY, BEECH. £109.99 

MISSION M35i Cherry.. £279,99 

Mission MV-6... £139.99 

Mission MV-6.,. £179.99 

Wharfdale Diamond 10.Q. £119.99 

Wharfdale Diamond 10.1. £189.9 


Yamaha AX-397 


.£179.99 J 


HI 


INFINFTYT BETA 40 - 3-Way Dual 
6-1/2" Floorstanding Loudspeaker 
Featuring Patented CMMD™ Drivers 


^^ItMla^^Iayer^SHlecorderj^ 

Panasonic DMP8DSQ.,.,Multi-Region,.,,.£249,95 

Pioneer BDPLX0S. ,,,.,£699.95 

Pioneer BDPLX72. £529,95 

Pioneer BDPLX91. ,,,.,£1749.95 

Samsung SDP160Q. £139.95 

Sony BDPS5000ESB. £989.95 

Pioneer BPP120. „.„£249,95 

Sony BD P S 5 60-........ Mu Iti-Reg i on. ... £229.95 

Sony BDPS360,,,.,. £149-95 

Sony BDPS76Q. £CALL 

SharpBDHP22H. ,,,,£144,95 

Panasonic DMRBS750. ,„„£6D9.95 

Panasonic DMRXS35Q. £439-95 


Oerwr sound through ruoftrcft 


Bose 

Bose 


Boae 

Boae 

Scree 


Lifestyle 48 WKIV Blk/W/Sil.CCALL 

Lifestyle 1 Bj 28^BMKIV BlfcW^SIECALL 

Lifedtyie V30-Ble C lc.iCALL 

3.2.1 Mklll.£CALL 

3.2.1 PS..CCALL 

3.2.1 GSX Syslem.CCALL 

CineMate Wireless.CCALL i 

SwndDoc* White/Black.CCALL 

ock Portable.CCALL 

201 i 301 V,.... CCALL 

AM-3 ) 3.CCALL 

AM-C: HJM5.CCALL 

_ 2 Year Warranty 


Lifestyle V2C 

Home Entertainment 
System with with Video 
m Upscaling, Automatic 

audb/video synchroniza¬ 
tion & DIRECT/REFLECT- 
INC® cube speaker 
arrays 




"NO MAIL ORDERS. Please viiil a 


TEAC CRH258 - CD Micro 
i component with USB/SD/ 
iPod interface . £209.99 


TEAC Reference 300 Mklll 

- Micro Component System + 
CD/MP3 Player 8t SOW 2-Way 
Speakers. £199.99j 



TEAC DRH35Si - DVD 

Micro component with USB/ 
iPod interface. £309.99 


Yamaha MCS1330 - Super-^ 

Qj Slim Component System with 
MB 60W x 2 High Power Output, 

CD, iPod Dock...with Speak 
h era..................... .£689.9 9^ 


DVD RECORDERS 

LG R H T497H.. .......... £ 199,95 

Panasonic DM RX S350. £Call 

Panasonic D M RE Z28.. ...mu Iti - Region. £ 174.9 9 

Panasonic DMREX98.250Ga Multi-Region.. £379.95 
Sony RDRDC100...i,*,..i60Ge Multi-Regkm... £239.95 
Sony RDRDC205.->».#25I1S3B Multi-Region. .£279.95 
Pioneer DVRLX61D.........250eB......... ,...£409.95 

Sa ms u ng DVD 5H 893,.... Multi-Region. £ 164,95 

Sony RDRHXD1095B.SOOGE Multi-REginn £349.95 
Tosh i b a RD 99 DT Multi-Region .„■».£ 214,95 


far your u 


a Lixtnirg pleasure" 


DVD & BLU-RAY HOME CINEMA SYSTEMS 

Panasonic SCPTS70. ,....,,,£319,95 

Panasonic SCPT570,,,.„Multi-Region .,,,£289.99 

Pa naso nic SC PT470 Multi-Reg! on £ 19 9.9 5 

Panasonic SCPT170,,.,,,Multi-Region., ..£149.99 

Panasonic SCBT200.Blu-Ray... ...£CALL 

Panasonic SCBTX70,„.,.BIu-Ray,. £479.95 

Samsung HTBD720O-....BIu-Ray......... £CALL 

Samsung HTBD1220......Blu-Ray.. £CALL 

Sony BDVE300....Blu-Ray.........£CALL 

Sony BDV27.„.,&Iu-Ray„. CCALL 


ifll See Our Full Range of Products Available Online 

■SShiwayhifi.com 

\a/\a/\a/ ir\i irnal_r\la"7Cj not 5?. \a/\a. 


020 7723 5251 

318-324 Edgware Road, 

www.journal-plaza.net & www.freddowns. London W2 1DY 
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PLAYBACK 105 



HCC VERDICT 

Bitch Slap Momentum Pictures 
R2 DVD £16 Approx 

We say: Despite losing a few 
extras on its trip across the 
Pond, Bitch Stap looks great and 
packs a punch on DVD 

Piet u re: 00600 
Sound: OOOOO 
Extras: OQQOO 
Movie: 00600 

Overall:00©00 


This low-budget exploitation flick gets a delightful DVD debut 


Bitch Slap delivers exactLy what its 
poster art promises - three hot women in skimpy 
cLothes throwing punches and blowing stuff up 
with ludicrousLy over-sized guns. It's an 
unapoLogetic tribute to the goLden age of 
exploitation cinema, with a self-aware and 
spirited script that has masses of fun with the 
deliberately OTT dialogue and genre cliches, 
Mark Craven: Despite itsgrindhouse affectations, 
Bitch Slap is as pretty as a pole-dancing princess. 
Shot with Red cameras, the ‘scope ratio image 
pings with digital clarity, delivering a feast of 
high-contrast eye-candy. The colour palette is 
deLicious, with every hue amped high: oiled skin 
tones glisten in the desert sun and blood runs 
postbox red. Even in standard-def, this dazzles, 
Steve May: Listening to Bitch Slap is like playing 
Guitar Hero in a lap dancing club. The sound 
design revels in outrageous 
directional pans (jump 16 
minutes in to ‘I call that Shock 
and Awe' to check your 
speakers are working), has 
a rollicking music track 
and delivers explosive 
ordnance. If you 1 re looking 
for a Dolby Digital 5.1 
sound mix to impress 
your mates, this is it, 

Anton van Seek: it 
appears this R2 DVD 
features the original 
theatrical cut of the movie, 
not the sLightly longer 
'Unrated' version that is 


scheduled to appear on the 
R1 DVD. And, presumably 
because of this, 
Momentum has ditched 
the two audio 
commentaries that 
have been announced 
for the US release. 
Thankfully, alongside 
the trailer, we get 
Building a Setter 
B Movie, a fantastic 
94-min Making of L 
documentary. 


Mel shows 
off her 
deadly 
weapons 


Girls, girls, girls 


Johnny Got His 
Gun: Special Ed 

Arrow Films-*R2 DVD 
£16 Approx 

Dalton Trumbo's 
haunting and iconic 
anti-war film is 
released as a Special 
Edition DVD 
complete with a 16-page booklet and 
quality extras - including Metallica's 
thrash-tastic video for One, inspired 
by the film, and an hour-long 
documentary. The stereo 2,0 audio is 
sparse and somewhat trebly, and the 
anamorphic 16:9 picture (which 
switches between black-and-white 
and colour) suffers from occasional 
print damage and a generally drab 
appearance - but I expected that from 
a film of this vintage, MC 



Day of the Dead 

Arrow Films-* All-region BD/RO DVD 
£25 Approx 

Following hot on the 
heels of Arrow’s 
impressive Blu-ray 
treatment of Dawn of 
the Dead comes this 
HD version of Romero's folLow-up. 

While it doesn't make for an 
eye-popping HDexperience, this UK BD 
outing is a clear step up from previous 
DVD incarnations. Thankfully both the 
mono and DTS-HD MA 5.1 soundtracks 
are both uncensored (unlike the latter 
on the US release, which was missing 
some diaLogue) and there's a pLethora 
of extras including a commentary by 
the FX team, an interview, 
documentaries and more, plusstyLish 
packaging, a booklet and comic, AvB 



Survival 
of the Dead 

Optimum-* Region BBD 
£20 Approx 

George Romero 
delivers what is sure 
to be his most 
divisive zombie flick 
to date with his latest 
low-budget outing. Foregrounding 
black comedy and his socio-political 
intentions, the film is never boring, but 
surprisingly it seems that the tiny 
budget has worked against him for a 
change, resulting in a movie that Lacks 
the epic scope it needs. Disappointingly, 
this BLu-ray is completely Lacking in 
extras. The AVC 2.35:1 encode is fine, if 
prone to some dull colour presentation, 
but at least the DTS-HD MA 5.1 audio is 
rather involving. AvB 



Twilight: 

NewMoon 

El Entertainment-*Region B BD 
£25 Approx 

This second 
instalment inthe 
popular supernatural 
romance franchise 
deserves credit for 
being a slightly more cinematic 
experience than its predecessor, and 
benefits from an impressive BD outing. 
The AVC 2.40:1 encode is detailed and 
colourful, while the DTS-HD MA 5.1 
makes the most of the Emo music, 
mumbled diaLogue and bass-heavy 
lycanthrope footsteps. A cornucopia 
of extras includes a commentary, PiP 
track, six-part Making of... , deleted/ 
extended scenes, a sneak peak at the 
next film and more. AvB 
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106 9-» M-* ELIZABETH BLU-RAYs 


Glee: Season 1 
Volume 1 


20th Century Fox->R2DVD 
£28 Approx 



primetime television 
have a history of 
| 1 I not working well 

I c K together, Remember 
Cop Rock 7 Still, Nip/Tuck creator Ryan 
Murphy has done the impossible, 
melding the two formats together 
perfectly. G/ee's songs are catchy, the 
performances strong, and there's a 
delightful bitter edge tothe comedy. 
This four-disc set features the first 13 


Musical drama and 


episodes with attractive anamorphic 
178:1 transfers and DD5.1 audio. 

Sadly, while the extras menu looks 
comprehensive, most are clearly short 
promo spots madeforUSTV. AvB 



Doctor Who: The 
Space Museum/ 
The Chase 

2entertain-*R2 DVp 
£30 Approx 



theirmagic once 
again, managing to make a silk purse 
out of two HartnelL-era sow’s ears with 


Those remarkable 
chaps at The Doctor 
Who Restoration 
Team have worked 


this latest boxset. These stories are 
pretty bad, but 2entertain's three-disc 
set has been lavished with care and 
attention. The restored imagery is as 
good as ever, while a galactic collection 
of extras includes commentaries, 
documentaries, archival 8mm footage 
of the Shawcraft modelmaker s 
woricshop and more. AvB 



Elizabeth/ 
Elizabeth: The 
Golden Age 

U n I ve rsa l Pi ct ores -►All- Reg ion BD 
£20 each Approx 

These entertaining if 
not always 
historically accurate 
accounts of the reign 
of Queen Elizabeth I 
aredefinitely worth revisiting on Blu-ray. 
Both 1080p 1.85:1 encodes hold up very 
n iceLy, with th e ri c h Ly detai led H D 
imagery making the most of lavish 
costumesand locations, while the 
DTS-HD MA 5.1 mixes deliver an 
involving soundscape - particularly 
during the Spanish Armada sequences 
in the sequel. Extras include director's 
commentaries for both films and some 
interesting featurettes. MC 

06000 


M 

Eureka Entertainments Region B BD 
£25 Approx 

Fritz Lang's 1931 
masterpiece a bout a 
child killer haunting 
Berlin is a welcome 
addition to the 
Masters of Cinema line of classics 
revisited on Blu-ray, its lost none of its 
power to grip over the eight decades 
since it was made, and this HD release 
ensures that Lang's sophisticated 1.18:1 
imagery looks superb. Even the DTS-HD 
MA 2.0 soundtrack impresses, despite 
the odd pop and hiss, thanks to the 
improved audio clarity. Great extras 
include a pair of chat tracks, a 48-page 
booklet and, most intriguingly of all, an 
alternate 1932 British version with Peter 
Lorre's first performance in English, AvB 

06000 




Sack to 
the future 

These living dolls are creepier 
than the Cliff Richard song 

9 is an ambitious animated feature that sadly 
never quite measures up to the sum of its parts. 
Produced by Tim Burton and Timur (Night Watch) 
Bekmambetov, It follows the travails of a group 
of Living sackcLoth dolLs as they try to discover 
their purpose in a dystopian world, where 
humanity has been wiped out in a war with 
machines. It’s dark and freaky stuff, full of 
interesting ideas and striking visuals, but even with 
its short running time, you’ll wish as much time 
had been spent on the predictable narrative as on 
the film's look and feel. 

Mark Craven: Thanks to the Likes of Pixar and 
DreamWorks, I've come to expect sensationaL 
things from CG animated features on Blu-ray - 
and the great news is that 9 is no exception. While 
there is sLight banding evident in a handful of 
shots, it's nothing to get too worked up about, and 
in every other way the VC-l 1,85:1 encode is a thing 
of beauty - remarkably detailed and full of colour. 
Steve May: There's nothing raggedy about the 
audio on 9, The DTS-HD MA mix is roLling with 
incident and excitement, offering a 5.1 mix that's 
totally immersive. The sound design adds 
substance and beLievability to Shane Acker’s 
apocaLyptic world; often dwarfing our heroes with 
its scale while the LFE channel clunks and thuds 
with zeal. The movie essentially comprises a Lot of 
stuff blowing up, which translates to considerable 
deep bass malice. Early encounters with The 
Beast, all screeching metal and feline fury, set the 




HCC VERDICT 

9 -4Universal Pictures 
All Region BD *£25 Approx 

We say: An absorbing BD 
package means this offbeat 
Toon is worth checking out 

Picture: 00006 
Sound: 00 GO 0 
Extras00600 
Movie: O00O0 

O^ral^OOOO© 


tone. As a counterbalance, Debbie 
Lurie's score (with thematic 
contributions from Danny Elfman) is 
fulsome. The Lossless track revels in her 
orchestrations and caLls out for repeat listens. 
Anton van Beek: While the film itself didn't click 
for me, this BLu-ray's package of supplementary 
features are rather engaging. 

The PiP track is one of the best Universal has 
produced; packed with interviews, behind-the- 
scenes footage, commentary, animatics and 
storyboards, it provides a fascinating and detailed 
study of the making of the movie. EquaLly strong 
is the chatty audio commentary by writer/director 
Shane Acker, animation director Joe Ksander, head 
of story Ryan O'Loughlin and editor Nick Kenway, 
You also get the original 11-minute animated short 
that inspired the film, four feat urettes and five 
deleted scenes, plus D-Box Motion Code, My 
Scenes and BD-Live functionality. 
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SEVENOa<S 

SOUND & VISION 


THE EXPERTS IN HOME ENTERTAINMENT 

REAL STORES REAL PEOPLE REAL PRODUCTS REAL VALUE 


' 



HOME CINEMA • 
HI-FI • 


Custom Electronic 
Design and Installation 
Association 


AT SELECTED STORES 
FOR DETAILS SEE 


www.sevenoakscixo.uk 


BRANDS STOCKED INCLUDE* 


Arcam 

Chord Electronics 

Gold ring 

Linn 

Monitor Audio 

Optoma 

Primare 

REL 

Soros 

Spendor 

Artcoustic 

Cyrus 

Grado 

Loewe 

Musical Fidelity 

Panasonic 

Project 

Roksan 

Sony 

Stewart Screens 

Atacama 

Da-Lite 

in Focus 

Logitech 

NAD 

Philips 

Q Acoustics 

Rotel 

Sound Org 

Teac 

B&W 

Denon 

Ixos 

Marantz 

Nevo 

Pioneer 

QED 

Samsung 

Sound Style 

Van Den Hul 

Beyer Dynamic 

Draper 

KEF 

Meridian 

Onkyo 

Pixel Magic 

Quad 

Sennheiser 

SpeakerCraft 

Wharfedale 

Chord Company 

Escient 

Leema 

Michell 

Optimum 

PMC 

Quadraspiie 

Sim2 

Spectral 

Yamaha 


* Some brands/products are not available at all stores - please confirm before traveling 


FOR THE LATEST NEWS, PRICES AND OFFERS VISIT WWW.SSAV.COITI 


www.journal-plaza.net & www.freedowns.net 


















LCD & PLASMA SCREENS 



Samsung L—□TV 

Next Generation TV 


SAMSUNG 


SERIES 7000 
40 46 55 

Introducing the first 
of Samsung)? new 
3D-ready HDTViThe 4 O' 
UE40C7000 is an edge-Sit 
LED-based mode!. 

The 3D technology used 
on ail Samsung^ 3D 
TVs isthe'active shutter' 
variant (also known 
as alternate-frame 
sequencing), powered by 
RealD, which requires the 
use of 3D Active Glasses: 
The tedhnalogy works 
by first blocking the left 
and then the right lens to 
deliver alternating images 
to each eye to create the 
illusion of 3D depth. 




PHILIPS 


56PFL9954H 


56 


See movies as the director intended with the innovative Philips 56* super 
widescreen television - the first mass-market screen offering a truly 
cinematic ratio, ideal for watching GnemaScope movies on without the 
letterbox effect. 


C I N E M A 21 * 


PANASONIC 


PLASMA G20 
42 46 50 

This highly specified 
new range of Plasma TVs. 
available in three screen 
sizes, feature Panasonic's 
NeoPDP plasma 
panels fo breathtaking 
performance - whether 
you are watching movies, 
sports or gaming. 

Features indude 
Freeview HD and Freesat 
HD tuners and a contrast 
ratioof5,ODDjaOO:l fo 
extremely robust blacks. 




PHILIPS 


42PFL9664 

This award-winning TV features 
built in Wi-fi web access fal I 
HD, 200Hz motion smoothing 
and with a cutting edge lms 
response time. Native contrast is 
SQ.QQQ 1, although the new Am- 
bilight Spectra 2 rear-projecting 
coloured LEDs are claimed 
to grve a farther‘perceived' 
improvement in contrast And 
at only4ftnm thick, the'9664 is 
easty wall-mountable. 

46PFL9704 4DPFL9704 


DLP PROJECTORS 


EPSON 


O&gned to bring outstanding quality to a budget con¬ 
scious home cinema enthusiast The projector features fall 
HD (1930 x 1080) nesosutibn and a 200000:1 contrast ratio 




OPTOMA 


HD20 


HDS2 


These new full HD DLP projectors from Optoma 
combine great performance with outstanding value 
for money. 




PANASONIC 


These new Blu-ray disc players blend comprehensive features, super-fast booting with superior sound and 
stunning HD-quality images. Coming soon: DMP j BDT300 Full HD 3D Blu-ray disc player. 

DMP-BD45 DM P-BD65 DMP-BDS5 


DENON 

1 1 

PIONEER 


SONY 


Enjay GSu-raydisc as it should be: Denorfs range of players deliver high- Get the most out of yourmowe experience with the luxuriously designed BDP- Sorry^ range of Blu-ray players indudes'Product of the Year' - BDP-S760 and 


end picture and sound quality, 


LX52 With a solid front aluminium panel, ice bfae illumanatfan and aluminium 
pre-set remote control the player present? the best in bah form and function. 


■Best Buy'-BDP-5360. 



STORES NATIONWIDE 


All Sevenoaks'stores stock 
a wide range of products* have comfortable 
demonstration rooms, provide 
first-class customer service and can deliver 
and install your purchase. 


PRICE POLICY 


Due to the competitive nature of consumer 
electronics our offers are reviewed on a 
weekly basis. 

For latest prices please visit www5SAV.co«n 


BUY ONLINE 


Can't get to a store? Then visit the new 
online shop at www.S5AV.com You'll find a 
range of great products along with great prices. 

A click-and-collect option is also available. 


CUSTOM INSTALLATION 


Stores with Cedia qualified staff also provide a 
bespoke design and installation service,They 
have un rivalled expertise in all areas of home 
automation and can demonstrate a wide 
range of installation options. 


PLEASE NOTE: SOME BRANDS/PRODUCTS AFIE NQT AVAILABLE AT ALL STORES, SPECIAL ADDED VALUE OFFERS ARE NOTIN CONJUNCTION WITH ANY OTHER OFFER (NlCWAOO) 


www.journal-plaza.net & www.freedowns.net 


































































FOR LATEST PRICES AND OFFERS VISIT 


WWW.SSAV.COM 


SEVENOa<S 

SOUND & VISION 


THE EXPERTS IN HOME ENTERTAINMENT 


HOME CINEMA AMPLIFIERS & RECEIVERS 


DENON 


Denon's AN amplifiers and receivers continue to im¬ 
press- with, the AVR-191Q being christened 'Product of 
the Year 1 and the AYR-231D swarded best AN receiver 
between £500 and £1OCO by What Hi-Fi? Sound & 
Vision magaane.The numerous other five star reviews 
underlines the spectacular quality of the Denon range. 

AVR-1910 AVR-331Q 

AVR-2310 AVR-4310 




Yamaha AN amplifiers and receivers DSP-Z7 RX-V765 

are packed with features, offer excel lent RX-V5 65 RX-VI 065 

sound and represent outstanding value. 




SONY 


Sony^ range of AN receivers comprises both entry- 
level and audiophile modelstlhe state-of-the-art 
7.1 channel'5400E5 is built with the latest audio 
and video technologies and delivers a breathtaking 
performance.The on-board menu system ensures 
effortless set'up and operation, 

STR-DA540GES 

STR-DA24Q0ES 

STR-DH800 



PIONEER 

1 

Experience film and music just as the 
creators intended with Pioneer's range 
of AN receivers 

VSX-919AH 

VSX-LX52 

SC- 12X72 
SC-LXS2 

w. 
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HOME CINEMA SPEAKER PACKAGES 




MONITOR AUDIO 


RADIUS HD 
BRONZE BR 
GOLD GS 
PLATINUM 


SILVER RX6 AVI 2 


RADIUS 


Using techniques and materials from the 
Platinum and Gold ranges the Silver RX 
series cf slimline home cinema and hi-fi 
speakers, are available in a choice of real 
wood veneer and high-gloss piano finishes 
so conferment any room, 


Q ACOUSTICS 


2000 CINEMA PACK 

Q Acoustics'engineers demanded unrivalled 
sonic performance and breathtaking 
vasue.With the award-winning 2000 
Qnema Pedc their designers have 
surpassed themselves making it 
the natural choice for both home 
cinema enthusiasts and discerning 
music lovers. 


B&W 


KEF 



MINI THEATRE MT-25 MINI THEATRE MT-30 



Building on the 
strengths of the 
EISA award- 
winning original 
3005 package, the 
KHT.3005SE^isan 
extremely high 
performance, yet 
room-friendly, 5.1 
speaker package. 


KHT3005SE KHT2005.3 


PURCHASE ANY A/V OR HI-FI 
AMPLIFIER/RECEIVER AT RRP 
AND CLAIM IIP TO 




% OFF 

THE RRP OF THE 
SPEAKERS OF YOUR 
CHOICE* 


*MAX RRP 0F SPEAKERS £ JQOO 

MOST, BUT NQI ALL, BRANDS INCLUDED. NICWA00 l E&QB 
ASK IN-STORE FOR DETAILS 


BLU-RAY DISC \ 
PLAYERS 

Panasonic 

DMP-BD60 

£139 or less! 

Pioneer FiDP-320 
£219 or less! 

SonyBDP-S760 

£309 or less! 

Pioneer BDP-D(52 

£399 or less! 


SCREENS 

Panasonic 

TX-L37S10 

£499 or less! 

Panasonic 

JX-P50S10 

£749 or less! 

Samsung 

UE40B8000 

£ SSAV.com 

Philips 42PFL9664 
£SSAVcom 


HI-FI 

CD PLAYERS 

Marantz CD6003 
£249 or less! 

NADC545BEE 

£315 or less! 

Arcam FMJCD17 
£SSAVcom 
Cyrus 

CDS SE (2010) 

£925 or less! 


HI-FI 

SPEAKERS 

Wharfedale 
Diamond 103 

£ SSAVcom 
B&W 685 

£379 or less! fWPEtfgj 
Monitor Audio 
Silver RX6 
£749 or less! 
SpendorAG 
£1989 orless! 


A/V 

RECEIVERS 

Sony STR-DH800 
£239 or less! 

Denon AVR-1910 
£ SSAVcom 

Pioneer VSX-LX52 
£799 

Pioneer SC-EX82 
£1499 or less! 


A/V SPEAKER 
PACKAGES 

Q Acoustics 2000 
Cinema Pack 
£499 or less! | 

KEFKHT3005SE 
£ SSAVcom 
B&W MT-25 
£969 or less! lARPCS/Cy | 
Monitor Audio 
Radius R90HD10 
£1269 or less! 

HI-FI 

AMPLIFIERS 

Marantz PM60O3 
£249 or less! /PRP C29K' | 

Hotel RA-04SE 
£299 or less! tflRPCSEJ'l 

Arcam FMJA18 
£ SSAVcom pppmt) 

Cyrus GXP 
£925 or less! 


SYSTEMS 

Denon D-M37DAB 
£199 or less! 
Marantz 
M-CR502DAB 
£349 or less! 

Arcam Sob Mini * 
£749 orless! 

Teac Reference 60Q*| 
£999 orless! 


STORES 

CHELSEA 

020 7352 9466 

GLASGOW 

0141 332 9655 

LEEDS WETHERBY 
01937 536886 

MANCHESTER 

0161 831 7969 

PLYMOUTH 

01752 226011 

SHEFFIELD 

0114255 5861 

WATFORD 

01923 213533 

ABERDEEN 

BRISTOL 

CHELTENHAM 

GUILDFORD 

LINCOLN 

NORWICH 

POOLE 

SOUTHAMPTON 

WITHAM ESSEX 

01224 252797 

01179743727 

01242 241171 

01483 536666 

01522 527397 

01603 767605 

01202671677 

023 8033 7770 

01376 501733 

BEDFORD 

BROMLEY 

EPSOM 

HOLBORN 

LGUGHTON 

NOTTINGHAM 

READING 

SWINDON 

YEOVIL 

01234272779 

02082901988 

01372 720720 

02078377540 

0208532 0770 

0115 9112121 

01189597768 

01793610992 

01935 700078 

BRIGHTON HOVE 

CAMBRIDGE 

EXETER 

KINGSTON 

MAIDSTONE 

OXFORD 

SEVENOAKS 

TUNBRIDGE WELLS 

IRELAND DUBLIN 

01273 733338 

01223 304770 

01392 218895 

02085470717 

01622 636366 

01365 241773 

01732459555 

01392 531543 

01 2751100 


P LEASE NOTE: PRICI IMG IN 1 RELAND MAY VARY FROM THE U K A D VE RT VALID UNTIL 05/05/2010, E&G E 


www.journal-plaza.net & www.freedowns.net 





















































no 


How we test 

Home Cinema Choice's hardware reviews combine the subjective 
opinion of our seasoned reviewers with hard technical data. 
Chris Jenkins explains how the HCC Tech Labs work 


reviews tend to be a mixture of 
subjective opinion and objective data. 
While we value the subjective opinions of our highly 
experienced reviews team, we like to blend and balance 
their opinions with objective measurements. The HCC 
Tech Labs have been measuring AV equipment for 
nearly 20 years. It was originaLly conceived to evaluate 
the performance of VCRs and CRT TVs, and it is now 
routinely testing BLu-ray players and HD displays. 

Interestingly, much of our first generation hardware 
is still in use (we maintain an irrational fondness for an 
oscilloscope used to determine the onset of clipping 
on amplifiers), although our more venerable hardware 
is now supplemented by new software and measurement 
methodologies. One thing remains unchanged though: 
our commitment to supply you with the best possible 
buying advice. 

Virtual Tour 

Our Tech Labs consist of two main facilities: a Viewing 
Room, and a Test Lab, 

The Viewing Room is used mainly for testing TVs, 
projectors and speakers and has been designed to 
reproduce the conditions that are found in a typical 
mid-range home cinema setup. It was created by 
award-winning custom Installers Pounds 
(www.poundstv.co.uk), and is completely light-proofed. 
While it is not designed to be sound-proof, it has been 
skinned in Acoustiblock and has been acousticalLy 
treated and tuned by the experts at RPG 
(www.rpg-europe.co.uk), using custom absorbers and 
diffusers. The room features multiple HDMI, component 
video and audio cable runs, as well as analogue and 
digital TV and satellite feeds, and has a resident 72 


speaker system. Multiple screens can be fed the same 
source material simultaneously, courtesy of a Gefen 
2-in-4-out HDMI switcher/splitter, for screen shootouts. 

Number crunching 

The Test Lab is used mainly for number-crunching DVD/ 
Blu-ray players and amplifiers. It's equipped with two 
industry-standard systems: a Tektronix VM700 video data 
analyser, and an Audio Precision APX5S5 multichannel 
audio analyser. Using standard test signals from discs and 
signal generators, these two systems are used to measure 
factors such as audio and video signal jitter, frequency 
response and output power. These give us a good general 
idea of the component quality, processing power and 
overall performance of players and amplifiers. 

Professionals at large 

Over the years, our testers have been trained In calibration 
and testing techniques by the ISF, Tektronix, the Home 
Acoustics Alliance and other industry bodies. In short, 
when you read a review in HCC, you can be sure that the 
reviewer's subjective opinion is backed up by objective 
scientific lab testing. 

Understandable and useful 

One of our pledges is to present information that Is 
both understandable and useful, forexampLe, exposing 
the hype perpetrated by some makers of plasmas and 
LCD TVs regarding contrast ratios. To determine real 
world contrast, as well as measuring colour temperature 
presets, we employ a Sencore VP401 signal generator 
alongside a PC running Datacolor Colorfacts software 
with a Spyder 2 sensor. We use the Sencore signal 
generator and our own discs to generate standard TV 



Tech Lab tests explained 

TV power consumption: Watts 


Blu-ray/DVD power consumption* Watts 



White semen: This is a 
measurement of a 
display’s power 
consumption in Watts 
whendisplayingapure 
white 1CDIRE signal 
with muted audio 



Test footage: Here 
the power 
consumption is 
measuredwitha 
looped test sequence 
of live footage 
(complete with 
explosions!) and the 
audio volume up 


TV contrast: ratio 

Claim edl 
10 . 000 :« 

I Actual 
■ 450:1 

Picture: Contrast ratio 
claims by TV makers 
are often extravagant In 
the extreme. Our real 
world measurements 
cut through the 
hyperbole and allow 
one brand's contrast 
ratio to be compared 
with another. You'll also 
find a luminance 
measurement in 
foot-lamberts,here 


Co lour temp: Kelvin 



Presets: Out of the 

box, most displays will 
offer you a choice of 
colour temperature 
settings. We measure 
these to see which one 
is closest to the ideal of 
6,500K (or D65}. This 
is the colour 
temperature setting 
you should use for 
movie viewing if you 
don't recalibrate 



Idling: If you’re like us, 
you'll probably leave 
your Blu-ray player or 
DVD player on, even 
when you're not 
playinga disc (by 
accident or design). 

This reveals how much 
power it consumes 
when in repose 



Playing: Spin a movie 
and your disc player’s 
power consumption 
will increase-hut by 
how much? This is 
a measurement of 
power consumption 
when the player is 
playing a movie 


Audio Jitter Ps 



1,000 


5D0 

[ 215 | 

1,50D 

0 V 


2,000 


Sound: This is a 
measure of analogue 
audio jitter in 
picoseconds from a BD 
or DVD player. The 
lower the number the 
better. The score is 
indicative of build and 
component quality and 
relates to its ability 
when playing CDs. 
Newer players use 
re-clocking techniques 
to reduce jitter with the 
HDMI connection 
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Test bench: 

Equipment 
from the likes 
of Snell & 
Wilcox, and 
Tektronix 
allows us to 
compare all 
manner of kit 


signals. CoLorfacts analyses the colour and luminance 
performance of TVs and projectors, giving us information 
in areas such as contrast ratio, colour temperature 
and luminance. 

Playback 

Increasingly, you’ve been asking for more information 
on power consumption, and so we’ve now moved these 


results to a headline position on our tests. We’ve also 
developed a more graphical presentation (key below) 
of some of the data we produce, which should make the 
facts more relevant and digestible. Not all the data we 
generate is published (frankly, you'd be bored) but all 
of it goes into the melting pot of opinion. While one key 
reviewer is by lined for our tests, as many as four team 
players will contribute to our findings 


Video jitter: Ns 


Loading: Boot/Java 


AV R powe r: Watts Amp output power: Watts {So 5 0.5% TH D) 


Pure power: Watts 


Signal/noise: dB 


io 



Vision: This is a 

measure of video jitter 
in nanoseconds from a 
BDor DVD player. The 
lower the number the 
better. The score is 
indicative of build and 
component quality. We 
also present figures for 
Chroma Crosstalk 
(another quality 
indicator) and 
frequency response 
@5.8MHz 


Boot s peed & 
tray eject 

life 

Tray in to 
main BD menu 

I 145s 

Disc loading & Java: 

Blu-ray players can be 
notoriously slow to 
load and play discs, 
thanks to the DRM and 
Java content of BD 
software, Tfiese 
timings are crucial to 
the user experience- 
naturally faster is best 



Powered: When you 
fire up that brgAV 
receiver to watch a new 
movie you may be 
surprised tolearnjust 
how much current it's 
drawing. This is one of 
two measurements we 
take for AV amp power 
consumption. The 
other is when theAVR 
is powered up but idle 


150 



2-channel B£ 2: So just 
how heroic is that AVR 
you've been saving for? 
Putting aside paper 
claims, we measure 
its output in 
two-channel stereo 
mode. Also noted here 
is a figure for Total 
Harmonic Distortion 


iso 

50 fc 70 350 

QT 300 

5-ehanndB£i:ln 

most cases, an 
amplifier’s muscle will 
be diminished when it 
runs in multichannel 
mode. We push the 
product to extremes in 
a 5.1 configuration to 
see how much grunt is 
available with all 
channels dri ven 



Fidelity firewall: This 
Is our measurement of 
power untainted by 
distortion (typically 
0.052THD, 
euikHz), It'san 
indicator of both 
power output and 
component quality 


S/N tests: These amp 

measurements reveal 
the ratio of noise to 
signal at a specific 
frequency. Readings 
taken at low, mid and 
high points help 
determine imaging 
clarity and sonic 
character 
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112 VIRGIN USABILITY -> CAMBRIDGE AUDIO BLU-RAY-*SONY OLED 


Feedback 


Got an axe to grind? Want to comment on current 
technology? Need to share? is here to help 


Virgin needs work 

I was gutted when the Sky 
installer told me that the Line 
of sight from my house to the 
satellite was obscured by trees. 

I waved goodbye to Sky HD, 
picked up the phone, and made 
the dreaded call., to Virgin 
Media. Now I have the most 
unsightly lump of black plastic 
sitting in my AV rack making 
irritating clicking noises as it 
accesses its HDD at what 
seems like random intervals 
(even when in standby)! 

Determined to make the best 
of a bad situation I sat down 
and spent a good few hours 
getting to grips with the V+ box. 

I was surprised with what I 
found - tons of on-demand 
programming from the main 
UK terrestrial providers as well 
as premium content from other 
channels in my package, all just 
sitting there buried in the menus 
- lots of it in HD, tool PLayback 
was absolutely f Lawless, no 
visibLe picture artefacts even on 
my 52in Sony TV. 

So am I happy with the 
service? No. The problem is 
that it takes so Long to hunt 
through the menus to find 
what's available (waiting a few 
seconds after pressing a button 
on the remote for the box to 
react) that I just don’t bother. 
The TV guide is just terrible - 
there's just no decent method 
for seeing what’s on the 
channels you’re interested in 
“ let alone browsing by genre. 
Even changing channels takes 
an age. What’s the point in 
delivering all of this content to 
me - content that Sky isn't even 
capable of - with no user- 
friendly way of accessing it? 

Acquiring TiVo boxes, then, 
for Virgin Media is therefore the 
best strategic move Virgin can 
make. If TiVo is as good as 
everything I read about it. then 



finally I might get to watch all 
of the content that I am 
paying for! 

Anonymous , via website 

All valid points, but it’d be 
interesting to know whether 
you have the Scientific-Atlanta 
set-top-box or the new 
Samsung-made V+ HD model. 
In our experience, the Samsung 
box is a lot faster 
and quieter in 
operation, so 



Virgin Media is phasing out the 
old one. Of course, the TiVo 
box (due later this year) will 
be a game-changer in the 
pay-TV market for a number 
of reasons, so you might want 
to hang on anyway. 

Going to Cambridge? 

i have been a subscriber to your 
mag for many years and I regard 
it as the ’bible’ when considering 
upgrades to my AV systems, I 
do, however, have a high regard 


AV elitists make my 


Cambridge Audio: 

Not excluded from the 
AVbible 

for equipment manufactured by 
Cambridge Audio because (a) 
it’s a British-based company 
and (b) it tries to get it right 
when it releases a piece of kit, 
and it’s not quickLy superseded 
by a newer model. It’s most 
frustrating when you plump 
for equipment by the leading 
brands, only to find within 


blood boil 


I’ve read your magazine for 
nearly 15 years now and have 
always valued your thoughts, 
opinions and test results when 
it comes to how I can get the 
best from my various surround 
systems over the years. 

Anyway, I recently joined 
a well-known online forum 
site, to get some advice on 
scaling problems I had 
encountered with my projector, 
and found myself trawling 
through the various topic 
threads and advice comments 
concerning the replay of 
high-definition material in 
British home cinemas. And 
I was stunned to find that this 
particular site is in the grip 
of what you've described 
as l a ridiculous situation 
whereby consumers [are] 
expecting hi-def movies to 
ignore the director's artistic 


visions in favour of a pin-sharp 
HD image’ 

I may have paraphrased 
what was actually said, but 
I was amazed at the blatant 
snobbery and down right 
ignorant approach to 
21st-century home 
cinema! The best 
example was provided 
by one of this site’s 
most proLific 
contributors, who, 
when replying to a 
young man who has 
recently bought into the 
world of home cinema, 
and needed some basic 
advice, decided it would 
be best to pound him 
into submission with 
details of sampling rates 
and transfer speeds 
based on the expensive 
kit the contributor had 


built up. In the end, ten 
exchanges of comments Later, 
the lad decided he would wait 
another year before 
completing his own simple 
bedroom install! 



HOME CINEMA CHOICE JUNE 2010 


www.journal-plaza.net & www.freedowns.net 









LETTERS 113 


Sign up to HCC online! 

Don’t be an Alan Smithee! Joining Home Cinema 
Choice's online community is free, fast and fun 

On the home page of www.homednemachoice.com, scroll down the 
right-hand side of the page until you see the Login box. Click the Join Here 
button, choose a username and then 
create your profile. You can upload 
an image to represent you online and 
use your signature to tell fellow AV 
fans about your own system 
automatically every time you post, 
joining the big AV debate online has 
never been easier' 



months it's been replaced by the 
next best thing. The number of 
models can also be confusing. 

That brings me back to 
Cambridge Audio, and your 
reviews section is scant to say 
the least - the last review was 
December 2007. rm sure this 
is not deliberate but by not 
reviewing their products 
I believe it deprives readers 
of a British-derived alternative. 
I’ve recently bought Cambridge 
Audio's 650BD Blu-ray player 
and it deserves a review - for 
the money, it's sensational 
Similarly specced decks by 
Denon or Marantz cost 
considerably more. 

So please bear Cambridge 
Audio in mind as it's a brand 


This was the most sad 
conclusion to what could 
welL have been a revelatory 
experience for the young man 
concerned. Especially when you 
realise that all he wanted was 
simple wiring advice, not a 
seasoned AV vet bragging 
continually about the way he 
has thrown fens of thousands 
of quid at his own AV system 
in order to get the sound and 
vision he wanted. 

I like the fact that you review 
and give unbiased opinions on 
both budget kit and high-end 
equipment - not just the kind 
of gear Spielberg and Lucas 
can afford to even look at let 
alone buy. That rather haughty 
approach to home cinema has 
done nothing but highlight why 
those of us with this hobby are 
looked upon as nerdy fools, 
who relish giving data read¬ 
outs and techy solutions to very 
simple queries. If I'm wrong 
then I’m wrong, but try telling 


! put huge faith in, 
fan via email 

We’re aware of the heritage of 
Cambridge Audio, but youTe 
right, we haven't reviewed 
much of its kit recently. This is 
partly because CA doesn’t 
churn out new products at the 
rate the Japanese majors do, 
and partly because we don't 
seem to have been at the top 
of its fist for receiving review 
samples! However, all this 
seems to be changing as we 
have a 650BD winging its way 
to us, so Look out for a review 
very soon. 

OLED R.I.P.? 

I really would like to have your 


that to the young lad who now 
beLieves he shouLd wait until he 
can spend almost a year s 
wages on what should be his 
first home cinema. 
mecineman22 via email 

We absolutely agree. We try 
never to forget that it’s all 
about the fun you get out of 
your kit, not the amount of 
money you spend on it, or the 
stunning spec sheet. Today’s 
AV-holic may well be 
tomorrow’s prodnstall client, 
but we'll continue to cover the 
whole range of AV kit from the 
most mass-market machines, 
to the dream systems most of 
us can only fantasise about! 

Winner: Star Letter-writer 
mecineman22 wins a copy 
of The Descent: Part 2 on 
Blu-ray courtesy of Path6 
Distribution Ltd. Its available 
to buy April 12, priced 
£25 approx. 


take on the wimpy decision 
by Sony to stop atl further 
production and research and 
involvement with OLED. 

When ! heard, I was gob¬ 
smacked - this technology 
is a beauty to behold... 

What is next? 

Peter Ainslie, Southampton 

As far as we know, Peter, Sony 
is continuing research and 
development in OLED, but has 
taken its llln TV off the 
shelves. When we find out 
more we’ll report it in HCC . 
Also, don't forget that LG is stilt 
pushing OLED screens, so the 
technology isn’t dead yet. 

Shoot the picture 
researcher... 

As DeLboy would say: what a 
plonker! On your Letters pages in 
HCC #179 you used a picture of 
the wrong Pioneer screen. The 
screen you displayed is not the 
PDP-436SXE, but looks more 
like the 436XDE model (from 
the year before). As I'm a fellow 
Pioneer 436SXE owner, then I 
should know! 

And another thing: even 
though I buy HCC every month 
on release date, I want to 
subscribe to save money, 
but the free offers have not 
interested me recently. 

Neil , Stockport. 

Well spotted NeiL In our 
defence, HCC’s picture library 
extends back to the mid 
1990s and it’s quite easy to 
accidentally pick up the wrong 
one - especially when they 
have similar modeL numbers 
and our memories of the said 
product are fading away. But 
rest assured, the relevant HCC 
staffer has had his hands 
Lashed with Scart cabling. 

As for subscriptions, we’ve 
found that some readers are 
only interested in saving money 
off the cover price, whereas 
others like to receive a tangible 
gift. It’s a hard balance to 
achieve, but well keep trying 

-\ 

Write to Letters, Home Cinema 
Choice, Future Publishing, 

2 Balcombe Street, London 
NW1 6NW, or email us at 
hcc@f uturenet .co. u k 
Due to the volume of letters we 
receive we cannot guarantee 
to print/answer them all. 

V__/ 
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tech 


rdddlrom 

AWARDS EDI □ 


VOTE FOR YOUR 

FAVOURITE 

TECHNOLOGIES 


AND 

OF KIT 


VOTE NOW: TECHRADAR.COM/AWARDS 

You decide the... 

Computing technology of the year 
Hottest mobile computing innovation 
Most essential online innovation 




Most innovative entertainment platform 
Essential phone of the year 


1 of 10 Dell Adaino laptops 
worti £799 each! 

wwwadamospecalofferca uk 


1 of 4 YOYO l ech H7EPOWER 
PCs worth £ 4.999 each' 
wwwyoyotech co uk 


IN ASSOCIATION WITH: 


dts (\niS) Qualcomm 

Digital Entertainment 
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4 Buying Guide BEST EVER LCD TV The top performing LCD screens in the UK 
revealed HI-DEF PLAYERS Looking for a Blu-ray deck? We help you choose PLASMA POWER Your 
guide to the ultimate bigscreen TV ROCKIN’ RECEIVERS The best specs and latest codecs SUPREME 
SPEAKERS Need a 5.1 package? We name the best! PLUS subwoofers, projectors, PVRs & more... 
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LCD TV 


Best on test... 



SONY 

46in KDL-46Z5800 
£1,900 Approx 


PHILIPS 

56in Cinema21:9 
£4,500 Approx 


SAMSUNG 

40 in UE-40C7000 
£1,800 Approx 



LG 

42in 42SL9000 
£1,000 Approx 



SHARP 

52in LC52LE700E 
£1,900 Approx 


First ever Bravia with a built-in 
Freesat HD tuner 

Highs: Picture performance; 
200Hz tech put to good use 
Lows: CCFL-backlight; limited 
net interactivity 

Specifications 

HD Ready: Yes (up to 1080p) 
1920x1080 resolution 
No. of HD Ml inputs: 4 
No. of Start inputs: 2(1 RGB) 
No. of component inputs: 1 
PC input; 1 

Digital tuner: Yes (and Freesat 
HD and O slot) 

Tested: Issue 177 
For more info visit: 
www.sony.co.uk 


Groundbreaking ultra 
widescreen TV 

Highs: Loaded with features: 
brings a genuine sense of 
cinema to your 2.35:1 films 
Lows: Backlight a bitweak 

Specifications 

HD Ready: Yes (up to lOSOp) 
2560 x 1080 resolution 
No. of HDMI inputs: 5 
No. ofScart inputs: 2 (2 RGB) 
No. of component in puts: 1 
PC input: 1 

Digital tuner Yes (and Cl slot) 


Tested: Issue 171 
For more info visit: 
www.phUips.couk 


Debut 3DTV outstands in other 
areas, too 

Highs: Next-gen tech; Freeview 
HD tuner: app store 
Lows: Fiddly control system; 

3D effect needs a bigger display 

Specifications 

HDReady:Yes(uptol08Qp) 
1920x1080 resolution 
No. of H DM I inputs: 4 
No. of Scart inputs: 2(1 RGB) 
No. of component inputs: 1 
PC input: Via HDMI only 
Digital tuner Yes (and 
Freeview HD, plus Cl slot) 

Tested: issue 180 
For more info visit: 
www.samsung.co.uk 


LG's LED-lit 'Seamless' LCD 
Offers excellent value for money 

Highs: Exceptional pictures; 
ISF-certified calibrated controls 
Lows: Black levels aren't A-list; 
'Seamless' design isn't all that 

Specifications 

HD Ready: Yes (to 1080p24) 
1920x1080 resolution 
No of HDMI inputs; 4 
No. of Scart inputs: 2 (1 RGB) 
No. of component inputs: 1 
PC input: 1 
Digital tuner: Yes 


Tested: Issue 178 
For more info visit: 
www.lge.com/uk 


Bigscreen LED LCD with 
calibration skills 

Highs: Low power use: bright, 
involving pictures 
Lows: Muted reds; poor off-axis 
viewing; average audio 

Specifications 

HD Ready: Yes (to 1080p24) 
1920 x 1080 resolution 
No. of HDMI inputs: 4 
No. of Scart inputs: 2 (1 RGB) 
No, of component inputs;! 

PC input: 1 

Digital tuner: Yes (& Cl slot) 


Tested: Issue 176 
For more info visit: 
www.sharp.co.uk 


Also Recommended... 





SONY 

46in KDL-46Z5500 
£1,900 Approx 


SAMSUNG 

32 in LE40B650 
£700 Approx 


TOSHIBA 

46 In 46SV685DB 
£2,500 Approx 


2009 Z-Series builds upon 
previous Bravia know-how 

Highs: Wonderfully detailed 
pictures; bright, crisp colours 
Lows: Black levels are a tad 
light; poor off-axis viewing 

■ Specifications 

HD Ready: Yes (up tolOBOp) 
1920 x 1080 resolution 
No, of HDMI inputs: 4 
No. of Scart inputs: 2 (2 RGB) 
No. of component Inputs; I 
PC input:! 

Digital tuner Yes (and 0 slot) 


Tested: Issue 173 
For more info visit: 
www.sony.co.uk 


Look for good deals on this 
2009-issue 40in LCD 

Highs: Superb features; 
excellent all-round pics; design 
Lows: Audio performance is 
pretty pathetic 

Specifications 

HD Ready: Yes (up to 1080p) 
1920x1080 resolution 
No. of HDMI inputs: 4 
No. of Scart inputs: 2(1 RGB) 
No. of component inputs: \ 
PC input; 1 

Digital tuner: Yes (and Cl slot) 


Tested: Issue 180 
For more info visit: 
www.samsung.co.uk 


Debut LED-backlit screen from 
Tosh is a real eye-opener 

Highs: Excellent contrast and 
detail; good quality audio; 
multimedia talents 
Lows: Not particularly stylish 

Specifications 

HD Ready: Yes (up tolOSOp) 
1920 x 1080 resolution 
No. of HDMI Inputs: 4 
No. ofScart inputs: 2(1 RGB) 
No. of component inputs; 1 
PC input; 1 

Digital tuner: Yes (and Cl slot) 


Tested: Issue 177 
For more info visit: 
www.toshibaxo.uk 


Editor's Choice... 


£2,500 Approx 

1 2 3 4 5 

The second generation 
of Philips' LED-backlit 
LCD TV improves on its predecessor by adding 75 per 
cent more light emitting diodes, enabling far greater 
control over local dimming. And it shows - the 
46PFL9704 l s black level response is startling, 
shadow detailing is first-rate, and colours are rich, 
vibrant yet subtle. HD pictures routinely left us 
flabbergasted. Elsewhere, this 46inoher ticks all the 
boxes, with Philips 1 brilliant Net TV functionality, 
five HDMI inputs, solid SD upscaling and a gorgeous 
brushed aluminium finish. 

Issue 179 

For more info visit : www.phllips.coxi k 


Specifications 


HD Re 

ady;Yes(upto!080p) 

1920 x 

: 1080 resoti 

jtion 

No. of 

HDMI input 

s:5 

No. of 

Scart input: 

i:2(l RGB) 

No. of 

component 

: inputs: 1 

PC input: 1 


Digital 

l tuner: Yes ( 

land Cl slot) 
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In association with 


Plasma TV 


efts 


Digital Entertainment 


Best on test... 



PIONEER 

GOin KR P-600A 
£5,000 Approx 



Kuro with separate media box, 
Ethernet and satellite tuner 


Highs: Awesome black levels; 
colour accuracy: slim panel; 
media-sawy 

Lows: Problems with AVI files 

Specifications 

HD Ready: Yes (up tolOaOp) 
1920x1080 resolution 
No. of HDMI inputs: 4 
No. of Scart inputs: 3 (2 RGB) 
No. of component inputs: 1 
PC input: Yes 

Digital tuner: Yes (plus Cl slot 
and DVB-S2 tuner) 

Tested: Issue 164 
For more info visit: 
www, pioneer.co.uk 



PANASONIC 

65in TX-P65V1QB 
£4,500 Approx 



Currently the biggest, bestest 
plasma you can buy 


Highs: High-impact bigscreen 
pictures; Freesat HD 
Lows: Lack of manual colour 
temp controls; sucks electricity 

Specifications 

HDReady:Yes{uptol080p) 
1920x1080 resolution 
No. of HDMI Inputs: 4 
No. of Scart inputs: 2 (2 RGB) 
No. of component inputs: 1 
PC input: Yes 
Digital tuner: Yes (plus 
Freesat tuner and Cl slot) 

Tested: Issue 174 
For more info visit: 
w ww.panason ic.co.uk 



PANASONIC 

50in TX-P50V10B 
£1,900 Approx 


PANASONIC 

50in TX-P50V10B 
£1,900 Approx 



THX-certified. Viera Cast- 
touting NeoPDP 


Highs: THX mode is stunning 
out of the box: good feature set 
Lows: Unspectacular black 
level response; a bit chunky 

Specifications 

HDReady:Yes{uptol08Gp) 
1920x1080 resolution 
No, of HDMI inputs: 4 
No, of Scart inputs: 2 (2 RGB) 
No. of component inputs: 1 
PC input: Yes 
Digital tuner: Yes (plus 
Freesat tuner and 0 slot) 

Tested: Issue 178 

For more info visit: 
www, Panasonic xo.uk 



PIONEER 

50in PDP-LX5090 
£2,500 Approx 



Baby brother of the LX609Q 
Kuro panel 

Highs: Unbelievable contrast 
and black levels: superb detail 
Lows: Speakers are an optional 
extra only 

Specifications 

HD Ready: Yes (up to lOSOp) 
1920x1080 resolution 
No, of HDMI inputs: 3 
No. of Scart inputs: 3 (2 RGB) 
No. of component inputs: 1 
PC input: Yes 
Digital tuner: Yes (plus Cl 
slot) 

Tested: Issue 159 
For more info visit: 
www.pioneerxo.uk 



LG 

32ln 32PG6000 
£500 Approx 


LG 

32ln 32PG6000 
£500 Approx 



World's smallest 32in plasma 
challenges LCD rivals 


Highs: Smooth movement; 
good blacks and connectivity 
Lows: Lack of detail; some 
jagged edges; average audio 

Specifications 

HD Ready; Yes 
1024x720 resolution 
No. of HDMI inputs: 4 
No. of Scart inputs: 2 {1 RGB) 
No. of component inputs: 1 
PC input: Yes 
Digital tuner: Yes (plus 
analogue) 

Tested: Issue 162 
For more info visit: 
wwwige.com/uk 


Also Recommended... 



LG 

501 n 50PG6000 
£1,100 Approx 



Superb HD Ready plasma 
offering great value for money 

Highs: Extensive calibration 
possibilities; excellent black 
level; sexy bezel 
Lows: Not Full HD 

Specifications 

HD Ready: Yes 
1366 x 768 resolution 
No. of HDMI inputs: 4 
No. of Scart inputs: 2 (1 RGB) 
No. of component inputs: 1 
PC input: 1 

Digital tuner: Yes (plus Cl 
slot) 

Tested: issue 154 
For more info visit: 
www.lge.CDm/uk 



PANASONIC 

42in TX-P42G15 
£850 Approx 



Freesat HD NeoPDP at 
an enticing price 

Highs: Wide viewing angle: 
excellent HD pics 
Laws: Lacks brightness; three 
HDMIs only 

Specifications 

HD Ready: Yes 
1920 x 1080 resolution 
No. of HDMI inputs: 3 
No. of Scart inputs: 2 (2 RGB) 
No. of component inputs: 1 
PC input: Yes 
Digital tuner: Yes (plus 
Freesat HD and Cl slot) 

Tested: Issue 180 
For more info visit: 
w ww.panason ic.co.uk 



SAMSUNG 

50in P550A556 
£1,000 Approx 



Bargain-priced monster screen 
with a few caveats 


Highs: Superb specification; 
great build quality; sharp detail 
Lows: Some motion artefacts 
and noise visible 

Specifications 

HD Ready: Yes (up to T080p) 
1920 x 1080 resolution 
No. of HDMI inputs: 3 
No, of Scart inputs: 2 (1 RGB) 
No. of component inputs: 1 
PC input: Yes 
Digital tuner; Yes (plus Cl 
slot) 

Tested: Issue 161 

For more info visit: 
www.samsung.co.uk 


Editor's Choice... 



PANASONIC 


46in TX-P46Z1 
£4,300 Approx 

12 3 4 

THX certification, 
fulllOBOp wireless 
transmission, 
ultra-thin design... 

Panasonic’s flagship plasma TV is a giant leap 
forward for the display technology. Add in the Freesat 
HD tuner, Viera Cast and DLNA networkability 
and stunning HD and SD pictures and you begin 
to understand the premium price tag. Some might 
argue that its black levels aren’t as jaw-dropping 
as a Pioneer Kuro - but those screens aren’t being 
made any more. The Z1 is simply the best plasma TV 
you can buy. 

Issue 172 

For more Info visit: www.panasonic.co.uk 



HD Ready: yes (up to 108Qp/24) 
Native resolution: 1920 x 1080 
No. of HDMI inputs: 4 (vl3) 

No. of Scart inputs: 2 (RGB) 

No. of component inputs: 1 
PC input: Yes 

Digital tuner: Yes (and Freesat) 
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118 SELECT 


Blu-ray Players 

Best on test... ™ 




DENON 

Blu-ray DVD-A1UD 
£4,500 Approx 



Reference universal Blu-ray 
player that sets new standards 

Highs: Stunning life-like 
picture; genuine hi-fi sound; 
awesome DVD upscaling 
Lows: Complex to set up; 
not for those on a budget! 

Specifications 

Blu-ray profile: 2.0 
DVD upscaling: Up to 1080p 
Analogue audio output: 

Yes (7.1) 

Onboard Dolby TrueHD/DTS- 
HD MA decoding; Yes/Yes 
Dolby TrueHD/DTS-HDMA 
bitstream output: Yes/Yes 
DVD-A/SACD playback: Yes/ 
Yes 

Net workability: Yes, via 
Ethernet 

Tested: issue 178 
For more info visit: 
www.denon.cQ.uk 


SAMSUNG 

Blu-ray BD-P3600 
£250 Approx 



Top-level Samsung BD spinner 

Highs: Impressive pics and 
sound; 7.t-channel output; DivX 
HD playback 

Lows: No WMA support; PC 
streaming tricky to set up; Wi-Fi 
requires dongle 

-: Specifications 

Blu-ray profile: 2.0 
DVD upscaling: Up to lOBOp 
Analogue audio output: 

Yes (7.1) 

Onboard Dolby TrueHD/DTS- 
HD MA decoding: Yes/Yes 
Dolby TrueHD/DTS-HD MA 
bitstream output: Yes/Yes 
DVD-A/SACD playback: No 
Net workability: Ethernet, 
Wi-Fi via supplied dongle, 

USB 

Tested: Issue 174 
For more info visit: 
www.sa ms ung, co.uk 



LG 

Blu-ray BD390 
£290 Approx 



Improved players sports more 
features than BD370 


Highs: Excellent performance: 
1GB internal storage; Wi-Fi net 
connection, 7.1 analogue outputs 
Lows: Audio can't match its 
premium BD rivals 

h Specifications 

Blu-ray profile; 2.0 
DVDupscaling;Upto lOBOp 
Analogue audio output: 

Yes (7.1) 

Onboard Dolby TrueHD/DTS- 
HD MA decoding: Yes/Yes 
Ddby TrueHD/DTS-HDMA 
bitstream output: Yes/Yes 
DVD-A/SACD playback: No 
Networkability: Yes k via 
Ethernet/Wi-Fi (including 
YouTube), USB 

Tested: Issue 174 
For more info visit: 
www.lgo.cQ m/uk 


PANASONIC 

Blu-ray DMP-BD85 
£300 Approx 



New top-of-the line deck- 
until the 3D player arrives... 

Highs: Overall picture and 
sound performance; 'Tube f 
soun d emulator tor CDs 
Lows: Somewhat sluggish 
menus, Wi-Fi via dongle only 

Specifications 

Blu-ray profile: 2.0 
DVD upscaling: UptolQSOp 
Analogue audio output: Yes 
(7.1) 

Onboard Dolby TrueHD/DTS- 
HD MA decoding: Yes/Yes 
Dolby TrueHD/DTS-HDMA 
bitstream output: Yes/Yes 
DVD-A/SACD playback: No 
Networkability; Ethernet, 
Wi-Fi via dongle, VieraCast 
SD card slot, 2 x USB 

Tested: Issue 180 
For more info visit: 
www.panaso niEseo. uk 


Editor's Choice... 

■ 

Blu-ray BDP-S760 £380 Approx 


1 2 3 4 S 


- ■ 

Sony has a few Blu-ray decks now that are comfortably 
better than its PlayStation 3 console, and the keenly- 
priced S760 isourfavourite. It incorporates the HD 
Reality Enhancer and Super Bit-Mapping picture¬ 
processing tech of its £1,200 BDP-S5000ES 
stablemate (albeit in a thinner chassis) and the results 
are startling - detailed, deep, cotour-rich HD visuals 
and quality surround sound delivery. Some might miss 
the lack of esoteric codec support (no MKV here, folks) 
but that’s not what this Sony is about - consider it 
a reference machine for the budget-conscious. 


Issue 176 

For mors info visit: www.sony.co.uk 


Blu-ray profile: 2.0 

DVD upscaling: Up to lOBOp 

Analogue audio output: Yes (II) 

Onboard Dolby TrueHQ/DTS HD-MA decoding: Yes/Yes 
Dolby TrueHD/DTS-HD MA bitstream output: Yes/Yes 


DVD-A/SACD playback: No/No 
Networkability: Ethernet; Wi-Fi; USB 


Also Hecommended 



PIONEER 

Blu-ray BDP-LX52 
£500 Approx 



Stripped-down LX-branded 
player is a mid-range marvel 

Highs: Gass-leading picture 
and sound 

Lows: Not simple logeL to 
grips with; multichannel PQLS 
function only works on LRCM 

Specifications 

Blu-ray profile; 2.0 
DVD upscaling: UptolOSOp 
Analogue audio output: 

Yes (stereo only) 

Onboard Dolby TrueHD/DTS- 
HD MA decoding: Yes/Yes 
Dolby TrueHD/DTS-HDMA 
bitstream output: Yes/Yes 
DVD-A/SACD playback: No/ 
No 

Networkabiiity Yes via 
Ethernet: USB 

Tested: Issue 176 
For more info visit: 
ww w. pi on eer.co.uk 



PHILIPS 

Blu-ray BDP7300 
£230 Approx 



Debut UK deck from Philips was 
worth the wait 

Highs: Internal 1GB storage: 
multichannel analogue outputs; 
vivid, detailed image 
Lows: Stylised 'curved' look not 
for everyone 

Specifications 

Blu-ray profile: 2,0 
DVD upscaling; UptolOSOp 
Analogue audio output: 

Yes (5.1) 

Onboard Dolby TrueHD/DTS- 
HD M A decoding: Yes/Yes 
Dolby TrueHD/DTS-HD MA 
bitstream output: Yes/Yes 
DVD-A/SACD playback: No 
NetworkabiliLy:Yesvia 
Ethernet: USB 


Tested: Issue 175 
For more info visit: 
www.philips.co.uk 
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DENON 

Blu-ray DBP-1610 
£400 Approx 



Affordable Denon deck benefits 
from brand's attention to detail 

Highs: Good, natural-looking 
picture: quality audio 
performance; great value 
Lows: No analogue outs: slow 
to load our test disc 

Specifications 

Blu-ray profile: 2.0 
DVD upscaling: Up tolQSOp 
Analogue audio output: Yes 
(stereo only) 

Onboard Dolby TrueHD/DTS- 
HD MA decoding: Yes/Yes 
Dolby TrueHD/DTS-HD MA 
bitstream output: Yes/Yes 
DVD-A/SACD playback: No 
Networkability: Ethernet, SD 
card slot for BD-Live 


Tested: Issue 177 
For more info visit: 
wwwdenon.coiJk 



SONY 

Blu-ray BDP-5360 
£190 Approx 



Affordable Sony Blu-ray is a real 
rival to Its PS3 

Highs: Stylish design and good 
AV performance; very solid 
construction 
Lows: External memory 
required forBD-Lrve access 

-Specifications 

Blu-ray profile: 2.0 
DVD upscaling; Up to 108Op 
Analogue apdlo output: 

Yes (stereo only) 

Onboard Dolby TrueHD/DTS- 
HD MA decoding: Yes/Yes 
Dolby TrueHD/DTS-HDMA 
bitstream output: Yes/Yes 
DVD-A/SACD playback: No 
Networkability Yes, via 
Ethernet 


Tested: Issue 175 
For more Info visit: 
www.sony.co.uk 













In association with 


Recorders 


efts 


Digital Entertainment 


Best on test... 


SONY 

DVDR RDR-HXD995 
£250 Approx 



Heavyweight Freeview* unit 
with features galore 

Highs: Excellent AV 
performance; flexible recording 
modes; multimedia prowess 
Lows: Records Interactive red 
dot'; possible aerial sensitivity 

-i Specifications 

HDD size; 250GB 

Twin tuners; Yes, digital and 

analogue 

HD Ml: Yes 

Component output; Yes 
Camcorder input; Yes 
Format: -R/RW.+R/RW 
Dual-layer recording: Yes 


Tested: Issue 165 
For more info visit: 
www.5ony.co.uk 


HUM AX 

Freesat PVR Foxsat HDR 
£300 Approx 



First Freesat HD PVR brings 
extra clout to fledgling system 

Highs: Cinch to operate; good 
performance; ITV in HD; JPEG/ 
MP3 playback 

Lows: Annoying LCD; slow to 
boot up; needs more HD content! 

■ Specifications 

HDD size: 320GB 

Twin tuners: Yes, Freesat HD 

(satellite-requires dish) 

HDMI: Yes 

Component output: No 
0 slot: Yes 
Freeview*: No 


Tested: Issue 165 
For more info visit: 
www. h umaxdi gital .com/u k 



SAGEM 

PVR DTR67500T 
£180 Approx 



500GB Freeview* PVR with 
USB archiving 

Highs: Capacious HDD; flexible 
and intuitive EPG; picture 
quality is excellent 
Lows: Noway of importing 
recordings from other devices 

Specifications 

HDD size: 500GB 
Twin tuners: Yes, Freeview 
HDMI: Yes 

Component output: Yes 
Cl slot: No 
Fceeview+: Yes 


Tested: issue 173 
For more info visit: 
www^agem .com/uk 



LG 

DVDR/3.1 HRT403DA 
£500 Approx 



Convergence king offers 3.1 
audio and HDD/DVD recording 

Highs: Acceptable, punchy 
audio; well-specified recorder; 
quality DVD pictures 
Lows: Lacks DT$ support; no 5.1 
upgrade path 

■ Specifications 

HDD size: 160GB 

Twin tuners: Yes. digital and 

analogue 

HDMI: Yes 

Component ouLpuf: Yes 
Camcorder input: Yes 
Format: -R/RW, *R/RW, 

-RAM 

Dual-layer recording: Yes 


Tested: Issue 1G5 
For mo re info visit: 
www.lge.com/uk 



TOPFIELB 

PVR TF5S10PVR 
£350 Approx 



Freeview* PVR with enormous 
500GB HDD 

Highs: Easy to use; PC 
connectivity; upscales Freeview: 
twin tuners offer great flexibility 
Lows: Competing with high- 
end DVD recorders 

- Specifications 

HDD size: 500GB 
Twin tuners: Yes, Freeview 
HDMI: Yes 

Component output: Yes 
Cl slot; Yes 
Freeview*: Yes 


Tested: Issue 156 
For more info visit: 
ww w.topf te Id.co.u k 


Also recommended 






HBEpaMfi 


PIONEER 

DVDR DVR-560HX 
£400 Approx 

PANASONIC 

DVDR DMR-EX79 
£300 Approx 

HUMAX 

PVR PVR-9300T 
£200 Approx 

06000 

0660 © 

0660 © 

Full PC-linked multimedia 
jukebox and DVD/HDD unit 

2009 DVD/HDD recorder 
improves slightly on the EX78 

Souped-up Humax drops USB 
socket but boosts HDD capacity 

Highs: Excellent AV 
performance and features 
spread; ne Workability 

Lows: Jukebox abilities reliant 
on Windows Media Player 

Highs: AV performance is first- 
rate: heaps of features and 
recording flexibility 

Lows: No STB control; can't 
copy DivX/JPEG to HDD 

Highs: Easy and responsive 
to use; fine AV performance; 
well-featured 

Lows: Limited HDMI modes; no 
USB functionality 

Specifications 

HDD size: 160GB 

Twin tuners: Yes. digital & 
analogue 

HDMI: Yes 

Component output: Yes 
Camcorder input: Yes 

Format: -R/RW, + R/RW, 

-RAM 

Dual-layer recording: Yes 

- Specifications 

HDD size; 250GB 

Twin tuners: No, lx digital 
only 

HDMI: Yes 

Component output: Yes 
Camcorder input; Yes 

Format:-R/RW, + R/RW. 

-RAM 

Dual-layer recording: Yes 

Specifications 

HDD size: 320GB 

Twin tuners: Yes 

HDMI: Yes 

Component output; Yes 

Cl-slot: Yes 

Digital tuner: Freeview 
Freeview*; Yes 

Tested: Issue 159 

For more info visit: 
www.pioneer.co.uk 

Tested: Issue 169 

For more info visit: 
w ww.pana sonic.co.uk 

Tested: Issue 162 

For more info visit; 
www.hum axdigita 1 .com/uk 
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AV Receivers 


Best on test... 



PIONEER 

AVR SC-LX 82 
£1,900 Approx 



ICE-powered AIR Studios-tuned 
AVR replaces the SC-LX8I 

Highs: Punchy, highly detailed 
sound; brilliant features; looks 
fabulous; solid build 
Lows: Pioneer doesn't do 
height/width processing 

-4 Specifications 

Puwer:7xl9QW(8Q) 
Upscaling via HDMI: Yes 
Tuner: Yes (AM/FM) 

Dolby TrueHD: Yes 
DTS-HD: Yes 
Zone 2: Yes, and 3 
Serial port control: Yes 
THX certification: THX Ultra2 
Plus 

Component input: 3 
HDMI: 5-in, 2-out (vl3) 
Multichannel input: Yes (71) 

Tested: Issue 175 
For more info visit: 
www.pioneer.co.uk 


YAMAHA 

AVR RX-V2065 
£850 Approx 



New-look Yamaha receiver is a 
great sub-£1K all-rounder 

Highs: Superb networking 
prowess; wonderful natural 
sound that suits all material 
Lows: GUI takes some getting 
used to 

-4 Specifications 

Rower; 7 x BOW (8Q) 
Upscaling via HDMI: Yes 
Tuner: Yes (AWFM/net) 
Dolby TrueHD: Yes 
DTS-HD: Yes 
Zone 2: Yes and 3 
Serial port control: Yes 
THX certification: No 
Component input: 2 
HDMI: 5-in, 2-out (vl.3) 
Multichannel input: Yes (7.1) 


Tested: Issue 179 
For more Info visit: 
www.yamatia.to.uk 





AVR TX-NR5007 
£2,200 Approx 


ONKYO 
AVR TX-NR5007 
£2,200 Approx 



9.2-channel HD receiver with 
exhaustive features and power 

Highs: First-class home cinema 
performance; processing allows 
9-channel heightAvidth audio 
Lows: No proprietary anti-jitter 
tech, Wi-Fi or secondary remote 

-4 Specifications 

PPwer; 9 x 220W (6£l) 
Upscaling via HDMI: Yes 
Tuner: Yes (AM/FM/net) 

Dolby TrueHD: Yes 
DTS-HD: Yes 
Zone 2: Yes and 3 
Serial port control: Yes 
THX certification: Yes, UltraZ 
Plus 

Component input: 3 
HDMI: 8-in, 2-out (vl.3) 
Multichannel input: Yes (71) 

Tested: Issue 180 

For more info visit: 
www.eu.onkyo.com 



DENON 
AVR AVR-4810 
£2,800 Approx 



Denon's top-of-the-line AVR 
makes all kinds of speaker 
configurations possible 

Highs: AudysseyDSX 
11-channel capable; rich, 
powerful sound; feature-packed 
Lows: No THX certification 


Specifications 

Power: 9 x 140W (80) 
Upscaling via HDMI: Yes 
Tuner: {Yes FM/AM/net) 
Dolby TrueHD: Yes 
DTS-HD: Yes 
Zone 2: Yes. and 3 & 4 
Serial port control: Yes 
THX certification: No 
Component input: 3 
HDMI: 6-in, 2-out (vl.3) 
Multichannel input: Yes (7.1) 


Tested: Issue 179 
For more info visit: 
www.donon.co.uk 


f s Choice... 


£3,500 Approx 

1 2 3 4 5 

British manufacturer Arcam arrived late to the HD 
audio party, but the AVR600 is certainly worth the 
wait. Utilising a Class G analogue amplifier, this silver 
machine is cool-running and efficient, while an entire 
Toot and branch’ overhaul of multichannel AV amp 
design has allowed Arcam to tackle audio jitter head 
on. Yet this isn't purely an audiophile product - it’s 
packed with custom install features, offers an insane 
array of connections, and delivers Dolby TrueHD and 
DTS-HD MA Blu-ray mixes with aplomb, A class act 
from a classic brand. 

Issue 174 

For more info visit: www.artam.co.uk 


Specifications 


Power: 7 x BOW (812) 
Upscaling to HDMI: Yes 
Tuner: DAB/AM/FM 
Dolby TrueHD/DTS-HD: Yes/Yt 
Zone 2: Yes and Zone 3 
Serial port control: Yes, 2 
THX certification: No 
Component input: 5 
HDMI: 5-in, 2-out (vl.3) 
Multichannel input: Yes (7.1) 




Also Recommended 



NAD 

AVR T747 
£1,000 Approx 



Excellent AVR offers more grunt 
than its specs suggest 

Highs: Storming all-round 
performance; eases you into 
every film: simple to use 
Lows: No Ethernet or USB 
inputs; DAB costs extra 

-> Specifications 

Powen7x60W (80) 
Upscaling via HDMI; Yes 
Tuner: Yes (AM/FM) 

Dolby TrueHD: Yes 
DTS-HD: Yes 
Zone 2: Yes 
Serial port control: Yes 
THX certification: No 
Component input: 3 
HDMI: 4-in, 1-out (vl.3) 
Multichannel input: Yes (7.1) 


Tested: Issue 174 
For more info visit: 
www.nadeLert ron ics.com 



ONKYO 
AVR TX-NR807 
£800 Approx 



Powerful and potent height/ 
width processor at a great price 

Highs: Full-on gung-ho sound 
with massive bass; DSX/DPUIz 
processing; excellent upscaling 
Lows: Slightly flimsy build; 
no USB or multichannel inputs 

-4 Specifications 

Power: 7 x 180W (6£2) 
Upscaling via HDMI: Yes 
Tuner: Yes (AM/FM/net) 

Dolby TrueHD: Yes 
DTS-HD: Yes 
Zone 2: Yes and 3 
Serial port control: Yes 
THX certification: Select2 
Plus 

Component input: 2 
HDMI: 6-in, 1-out (vl.3) 
Multichannel input: No 

Tested: Issue 176 

For more info visit: 
www.eu.onkyo.com 
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SONY 

AVR STR-DH800 
£350 Approx 



Slick, flexible bargain model 
with provision for wireless 
multiroom audio 


Highs: Superb value; big and 
smooth sound: easy to use 
Lows: No video upscaling or 
multichannel inputs 

-4 Specifications 

Power. 7 x 85 W (8£2) 
Upscaling via HDMI: No 
Tuner: Yes (AM/FM) 

Dolby TrueHD: Yes 
DTS-HD: Yes 

Zone 2: No, unless you use 
S-Air wireless speakers 
Serial port control: No 
THX certification: No 
Component input: 3 
HDMI: 4-in;1-out 
Multichannel input: No 

Tested: Issue 178 

For more info vis It: 
www.5ony.co.LJk 



DENON 

AVR AVR-4310 
£1,900 Approx 



Audyssey DSX-toting AVR will 
change the way you think about 
speaker placement 

Highs: Awesome sound as 
standard; extra width and 
height channels are a boon 
Lows: Lacks the 9.1 DSX option 

-4 Specifications 

Power:7xB0W(8£2) 
Upscaling via HDMI: Yes 
Tuner: Yes (AM/FM/net) 

Dolby TrueHD: Yes 
DTS-HD; Yes 
Zone 2: Yes, and 3 
Serial port control: Yes 
THX certification: No 
Component input; 3 
HDMI: 6-in, 2-out (vl.3) 
Multichannel input: Yes (7.1) 


Tested: Issue 173 
For more info visit: 
www.denon.co.uk 














In association with 


Projectors 


Best on test... 



DLP Grand Cinema 
C3X108C 
£23,000 Approx 



Reference-status PJ with 
brilliant colour management 


Highs; Gorgeous design; smalt 
form factor; dazzling pictures 
Lows; SD processing isn't quite 
hi-end enough for the price 

-+ Specifications 

1920x1080 resolution 
HDMI inputs: 2 
Component inputs: 1 
D-Sub; Yes 

Brightness (claimed); NA 
Contrast (claimed); 10,000:1 
Lamp life (claimed): 2.000 
hours 

Fan noise: NA 
24fps: Yes 


Tested: Issue 169 

For more info visit: 
www.sim2.co.uk 



VI VITEK 
DLP HI 085 
£1,000 Approx 



A brilliant Full HD projector at 
a mouth-watering price 

Highs: Rich colours; excellent 
image tweaks; 12V trigger 
Lows: Noisy runner in high 
brightness mode; some low- 
level noise in darker scenes 

Spec if icat ions 

1920 x 1080 resolution 
HDMI inputs: 2 
Component inputs: l 
D-Sub: Yes 

Brightness (claimed); 2,000 
ANSI lumens 

Contrast (claimed): 5.000:1 
Lamp life (claimed): 4,000 
hours 

Fan noise: 26dB 
24fps: Yes 


Tested: Issue 179 
For more info visit: 
www.vivitekcorpjcom 



SXRD VPL-VW85 
£5,400 Approx 



Successor the VW80 delivers 
a truly cinematic picture 


Highs: Astonishing contrast 
and detail levels; plenty of 
picture tweaks 

Lows: Mo tionRow tech is best 
left unused 

Spec i f ic at ions 

1920 x 1080 resolution 
HDMI inputs: 2 
Component inputs: 1 
D-Sub: Yes 

Brightness (claimed): BOG 
ANSI lumens 
Contrast (claimed): 

120 , 000:1 

Lamp life (claimed): 3,000 
hours 

Fan noise: 20dB 
24fps; Yes 

Tested: Issue 174 

For more info visit: 
www.sony.co.uk/biz 



OPTOMA 
D LP The mescene H D 82 
£2,500 Approx 



A tasty development of a 
distinguished product line 

Highs: Good blacks levels; 
impressive colour performance: 
easy to set up 

Lows: Some dynamic iris noise; 
some DLP rainbow effect 

-4 Specifications 

1920 x 1080 resolution 
HDMI inputs: 2 
Component inputs: 1 
D-Sub: Yes 

Brightness (claimed): 1,300 
ANSI Lumens 

Contrast (claimed) 20,000:1 
Lamp life (claimed): 3,000 
hours 

Fan noise: 26dB 
24f ps: Yes 


Tested: Issue 173 

For more info visit: 
www.optoma.co.uk 


dts 


Digital Entertainment 



PANASONIC 
LCD PT-AE40Q0 
£2,500 Approx 


Updated flagship PJ adds 
red-rich: lamp and 12V trigger 

Highs: Smooth filmic pictures; 
easy to setup and use; handy 
feature set 

Lows: Boxy design; he careful 
with high fra me-rate settings 

-4 Spec if icati on s 

1920x1080 resolution 
HDMI inputs: 2 
Componen t inputs: 1 
D-Sub; Yes 

Brightness (claimed); 1,600 
ANSI lumens 
Contrast (claimed): 

100 , 000:1 

Lamp life (claimed): 

2,000 hours 
Fan noise: 22dB 
24fps: Yes 


Tested: Issue 177 
For more info visit: 
www.panasonic.co.uk 


Also Recommended.•• 



DLP W1000 
£1,000 Approx 



A OK Full HD projector with 
good colour presets 

Highs: Very sharp HD pictures; 
alluring tactile finish; plenty of 
fine-tuning options 
Lows: Rainbow effect; 
noticeable fan noise 

-4 Specifications 

1920x1080 resolution 
HDMI inputs; 2 
Component inputs:! 

D-Sub: Yes 

Brightness (claimed): 2,000 
ANSI lumens 

Contrast (claimed): 3,000:1 
Lamp life (claimed): 4,000 
hours 

Fan noise: 27dB 
24fps: Yes 


Tested: Issue 179 
For more info visit: 
ben-q.co.uk 



OPTOMA 
DLP HD2D 
£900 Approx 



Wallet-friendly model is an 
ideal first projector 

Highs: Excellent detail 
resolution; reasonable contrast 
and brightness 

Lows: Some fan noise; rainbow 
effect; limited throw distance 

Specifications 

1920 x 1080 resolution 
HDMI inputs: 2 
Component inputs; 1 
D-Sub: Yes 

Brightness (claimed): 1,700 
ANSI lumens 
Contrast (claimed); 500:1 
Lamp life (claimed): 4,000 
hours 

Fan noise: 29dB 
24fps: Yes 


Tested: Issue 176 
For more info visit: 
www.optoma.co.uk 



DLP H9080FD 
£10,000 Approx 



The world's first 'lampless’ 

LED projector 

Highs: Excellent colour fidelity: 
great definition; long lifespan 
Lows: Lacks brightness; early 
adopters pay for the innovative 
LED tech 

Specifications 

192 G x 1080 resolution 
HDMI inputs: 2 
Component inputs:! 

D-Sub: No, use HDMI instead 
for PC hookup 
Brightness (claimed): 1,000 
ANSI lumens 

Contrast (claimed): 15,000:1 
Lamp life (claimed): 4,000 
hours 

Fan noise: NA 
24fps: Yes 

Tested: Issue 173 

For more info visit: 
w ww.vh/i tekcorp.com 


's Choice. •• 


£6,000 Approx 

1 2 3 4 5 

Put simply, JVC’s new video-chucker is capable of 
an awe-inspiring performance. Spin up a Blu-ray and 
you’ll be rewarded with three-dimensional, natural¬ 
looking pictures that are packed with detail, shadow 
subtlety and vibrant colours. Setting up the HD950 is 
made easy by its fully-motorised optical adjustments, 
and a TFtX-certified colour preset for those not 
wanting to get their hands dirty in its extensive 
calibration menus. It’s an almost silent runner, too. 
The best PJ we've yet seen at this price point. 

Issue 179 

For more info visit: www.jvc.co.uk 


Specifications 


1920 x 1080 resoluti 

ion 

HDMI inpul 

ts:2 


Componen 

it inputs: 

1 

D-Sub: Yes 



Brightness 

{claimec 

l); 900 ANSI lumens 

Contrast (t 

jaimed); 

50,000:1 

Lamp life ( 

claimed) 

: 3,000 hours 

fan noise:' 

IQdB 


24fps: Yes 
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122 SELECT 


Speaker Systems 


Best on test... 



BOSTON 

ACOUSTICS 

5J VS Series 
£5,500 Approx 


Gorgeous-looking, hi-tech 51 
system for serious cinema 



PIONEER 

5.1 EX Series 
£11,000 Approx 



A stunning 5.1 system to match 
the brand’s high-quality 
components 


Highs: Enormous sound; 
scintillating HF performance 
Lows: Subwoofer feels 
underpowered compared to 
surrounds 


Highs: Breathtaking accuracy; 
beautiful imagery and detail; 
sexy design and solid build 
Lows: Demands specific room 
placement 



MONITOR AUDIO 

5.1 Vector 
£650 Approx 



5.1 sub/sat system ideal for 
a small room home cinema 

Highs: Easy to wall-mount; 
rugged build quality; thrilling 
surround sound performance 
Lows: Subwoofer is punchy 
and fast, but lacks depth 



BOWERS & 
WILKINS 

5.1 CM Series 
£4,250 Approx 



Top quality 5.1 array in a 
classical wood finish 

Highs: True sweet highs from 
hi-tech tweeters; brilliant 10in 
woofer; solid construction 
Lows: Square-edge design not 
exactly high-end 



KLIPSCH 

5.1 Icon system 
£2,700 Approx 



Sleek-looking US-made system 
with horn technology 

Highs: High-quality audio; 
excellent value for money; 
clever, simple-to-use subwoofer 
Lows: Not suited to largescale 
home cinema rooms 


-4 Specifications 

Power handling: 2 x 400,3 x 
25 OW 

Pears: Direct radiating 
Subwoofer: 1 x 50GW 
Finish: Wood; Bookshelf; No 

Tested: Issue 173 

For more info visit: 

www. bos to nacoustics.com 


-> Specifications 

Power handling: 5 x I60W, 
Rears: Direct radiating 
Subwoofer: 250W 
Finish: Gloss; Bookshelf: 
Rears (at a stretch...) 

Tested: Issue 170 

For more info visit: 
www.pioneor.ro.uk 


-*■ Specifications 

Power handling: 5 x 80W 
Rears: Direct radiating 
Subwoofer: 100 W 
Finish: Matt; Bookshelf: Yes 


Tested: Issue 176 

For more info visit: 
www. mon itoraudio.com 


-4 Specifications 

Power handling: 3 x 2GGW, 2 
X12QW 

Rears: Direct radiating 
Subwoofer; 50QW 
Finish: Wood; Bookshelf: No 

Tested: Issue 179 
For more info visit: 
ww w. bowers-wi Lkins.com 


-4 Specifications 

Power handling: 2 x l25W, 2 x 
75W.1 xlOO 
Rears: Direct radiating 
Subwoofer: 30 OW 
Finish: Gloss; Bookshelf: No 

Tested: Issue 130 

For more info visit: 
www.klipsch.co.uk 


Also Recommended... $ 




JAMO 

5.1 A102HC55 
£330 Approx 

OG0OO 

Good-value 5.1 system with 
living-room-friendly size/looks 

Highs: Relaxed, intelligible 
dialogue presentation: available 
online for as little as £200 
Lows: Subwoofer lacks real 
subterranean power; small 
satellites lend a rawness to 
the audio 


WHARFEDALE 

5.1 Diamond 10HCP 
£650 Approx 



Sub/sat system mixes hi-fi roots 
with a lOin woofer 

Highs: Powerful subwoofer; 
exciting treble; highly musical 
Lows: A little bright at high 
volume; might not be visceral 
enough for action movie fans 


FOCAL JMLAB 

5.1 Dome 
£1,500 Approx 



Stylish 5.1 sub/sat system with 
remarkable voice 


Highs: Bold, full and detailed 
sound quality for music and 
home cinema; gorgeous design 
Lows: Large cabinets offer 
more presence; bit pricey 


■4 Specifications 

Power handling: 5 x 60W 
Rears: Direct radiating 
Subwoofer: 200W 
Finish: Cherry; Bookshelf: No 


-4 Specifications 

Power handling: 4 x 75W, 

1 x 120W 

Rears: Direct radiating 
Subwoofer: 15GW 
Finish: Wood; Bookshelf: Yes 


-4 Specifications 

Power handling: 5 xlDOW. 
Pears: Direct radiating 
Subwoofer: 100W 
Finish: Aluminium: red, black, 
white: Bookshelf: Yes 


Tested: Issue 170 
For more info visit: 
www.jamo.com 


Tested: Issue 176 
Foe more info visit: 
www.wha rf eda le.co.uk 


Tested: Issue 178 
For more info visit: 
www.focal-uk.com 


Editor's Choice. 




Uf 

5.1 XQ Series 
£5,000 Approx 

1 2 3 4 5 

This KEF 5.1 array 
mixes standmount 
surrounds with two 
hulking floorstanders 
to deliver a massive 
cinematic audio 
experience thafs hard to fault - an ideal blend 
of deep bass, spacious mid-band and crystal dear 
treble. The design is gorgeous, too - another KEF 
masterclass in gloss black cabinets (curved to reduce 
internal reflections) and clearly taking a lead 
from the brand’s awe-inspiring Reference system. 
Other variants of the speakers are available, so you 
can spec a more affordable, smaller-room setup 
should you wish. 

Issue 174 

r more info visit: www.kef.com/gh 



Power handling: 2 x 200W, 2 x 120W, 1 x 150W 

Rears: Direct radiating 

Subwoofer: 1 x 200W 

Finish: Gloss 

Bookshelf: No chance 
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MAMA 


classic *mm h 

oRocK 



THf W ^ * PRESENT - V> V^l 

High voltage 



FOREIGNER ]OE BONAMASSA 

GARY MOORE 'the quireboys IBACHMANsTURNER 



PROG STAGE .... 

TRAN/ATLANTK marilllOn 


/—[/ MAGNUM -pf 

STEVE HACKETT /"irClCTlt 

M 1 9m ^ DWEEZIL ZAPPA J 

MARTIN TURNER S WISHBONE ASH URIAH HEEP 

(PERFORMING ARGUS) (PERFORMING DEMONS & WIZARDS) 

THE REASONING • TOUCHSTONE • PENDRAGON * FOCUS 



VINYL EXCHANGE, CLASSIC ROCK CINEMA 

BEER TENT, CLASSIC MOTORBIKE & CAR EXHIBITION 

IToNDON VICTORIA PARK 


% 


FESTIVAL’S 24 HOUR HOTLINE: 0871 230 S582 
JAZZ CAFE BOX OFFICE, CAMDEN. 

OPENING HOURS MONDAY TO SATURDAY 10.30AM TO S.30PM 

^ WWW.HIGHVOLTAGEFESTIVAL.COM C 

SUBJFCT TO LICENSE 

Custom built by rock fans, for rock fans 
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Subwoofers 


Best on 



NAIM 

SW n-Sub 
£1,600 Approx 



Class AB amp-driven premium- 
level subwoofer 

Highs: Rich, textured bass with 
tight control; Innovative features 
Lows: High-end rivals have a 
bit more grunt to 'em 

-4 Specifications 

Frequency response; 
2-Hz-250Hz (claimed) 
Amplifier: 350 W 
Driver: 12in 
Weight: 29.6 kg 
Enclosure: Sealed 
On-board equaliser: Yes 
Remote control: Yes 


• • • 



MARTINLOGAN 

SW Descent! 

£3,250 Approx 



Weapons-grade unit with 
3 x 10in woofers 


Highs: Superb engineering; 
Reference standard performance 
Lows: Bulky and premium- 
priced; no automated setup 

Specifications 

Frequency response: 
18Hz-12QHz (claimed) 
Amplifier: 500W 
Driver: 3 xlOin 
Weight: 47.7kg 
Enclosure: Sealed 
On-board equaliser: No 
Remo te control: No 



ROWERS & 
WILKINS 

SW ASWG08 
£300 Approx 



Compact subwoofer ideal for 
smaller rooms 


Highs: Excellent grip and 
musical low-end control 
Lows: Limiledbyits size 

-> Specifications 

Frequency response: 
23Hz-140Hz (claimed) 
Amplifier: 200W 
Driver: Bin 
Weight: 8,85kg 
Enclosure: Seaied 
On-board equaliser: Yes 
Remote control: No 



TANNOY 
SW TS1201 
£600 Approx 



12ln sub with simultaneous LFE 
and speaker level inputs 

Highs: Smart looks; easy of 
use; real weight and presence 
Lows: Remote control will cost 
you extra 

-* Specifications 

Frequency response: 

Dawn to 21 Hz (claimed) 
Amplifier: 500W 
Driver: 12in 
Weight: 16.7kg 
Enclosure: Seated 
On-board equaliser: Yes 
Remote control: No 



VELODYNE 
SW SPL1200 Ultra 
From £1,400 Approx 



Potent sub - now with custom 
finish options 

Highs: Tight, powerful bass; 
useful auto-calibration 
Lows: Few added benefits over 
the step-down model 

-» Specifications 

Frequency response: 

21-120Hz (claimed) 

Amplifier: 1,200W 
Driver: 12in 
Weight: 22kg 
Enclosure: Sealed 
On-board equaliser: Yes 
Remote control: Yes 


Tested: Issue 177 

For more info visit; 
www. n ai m-au d io.com 


Tested: Issue 167 
For more info visit; 
www. martin Logan.com 


Tested: Issue 160 

For more Info visit: 
www. bo wers-wil kins .com 


Tested: issue 179 

For more info visit; 
www.tannoy.com 


Tested: issue 172 
For more info vis it: 
WWW.VG Lodyne.com 


Free digital mags! 
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I Sony's ist 

LED TV 

AWESOME A£n SCREEN 
REVOLUTIONISES LCD 



w 


HOME CINEMA CHOICE JUNE 2010 


www.journal-plaza.net & www.freedowns.net 



































"THE JUAL CURVE RANGE" 



"CURVED WOOD" I "REAL OAK VENEER" I "CABLE MANAGEMENT" 



JF201 - REAL WALNUT VENEER 


JF203 - UNIQUE DESIGN 


Call JUAL on 01443 816982 or visit our web site at 
www.jualfurnishings.co.uk to view our full range of products 
and find the nearest stockists to you 



www.jualfurnishings.co.uk call sales - 014^816 S|82 tl fax- 
















































GEAR GUIDE DIRECTORY 


TO ADVERTISE HERE CALL 0207 042 4253 


ON NOW; 


West London's leading 
Home Hifi & Cinema Dealer 

Tel: 020 8813 7666 


Home hv 

^ ^ direct. 

^ AUDIO VfSUAl SfEClAtlSrS 

—— UK'S BIGGEST SELECTION OF IPOD DOCKS & SPEAKERS 

ON STAGE MICRO JVC RA-PSIB ****** GROOVE HG >J YAMAHA POX-30 

B 

O 


IM600US8 




compact & portable 

£49.99 

T612I 


usb input + Radio 

£84.99 



_ 


RADIAL 


Highly Recommended 
£94.99 

Edifiei IF500LUNA 


2 Year warranty 
£99.99 

Sounddock 


m fc, 

m. 

fm Radio Built-in 
£99.99 


Sounddock 


0 


Truly Amazing Sound 

£149 99 


Quality iPhone Dock 
£109 99 

HOME AUDIO, VIDEO & CINEMA 
J YAMAHA RXV765 DENON AVR1910 


fm Radio Built-in 
£169.99 



£198.99 


Portable 

£349.99 


7.1 S u rroun d So u nd Amp 2009 Award Winner 

we also stock: SONY 


BOP-120 


Blu Ray DVD Player 


HKEF KHT3Q05SE-K2 


Quiet Comfort-15 




alphason 


5 Star Rating Acoustic Noise 

Cancelling Headphones 

in EPSON HKEF. 


QED 

Home AV Direct Units 6A - 6B Bilton Way (off Pump Lane) P Hayes, Middlesex UB3 3NF. 

Just 10 mins from Heathrow Airport dune 4 M4 or A312 on A40) 

DEMO FACILITIES INCLUDING DEDICATED LISTENING ROOM. FULL INSTALLATION FACILITIES AVAILABLE. 

Log onto our NEW website for Amazing deals: www.HomeAVdirect.co.uk 


new 


FREE 
ON-SITE 
CAR PARtO*^/ 




Experience the Digital World! 


Custom Home Installations 

At my digital lounge we work with you to create 
the Audio Visual System thats perfect for you. 


OUR SERVICES: 

• Plasma, LCD & LED TV 

• Home Cinema Systems 

• Multi Room Audio & Video 

• High Definition & Blu-Ray 

• AV Furniture 

• Lighting Control & Mood Lighting 

and Much Morel 



IN YOUR BATHROOM 


I C 


Come instore to visit our showrooms 
and find out how we can help you 



IN YOUR KITCHEN 



SONY VMO 


Panasonic rndponiz harman kardon* 


JVC 


SHARP LOEWE. 4 YAMAHA 


.co.uk 


m : my digital Lounge 

*• ,* Integrated Home Entertainment 


298 Uxbridge Road, 
Hatch End, Pinner HA5 4HR 

020 0421 6677 


www.journal-plaza.net & www.freedowns.net 
























































OR EMAIL tony.martin@futurenet.co.uk 


PROIECTORS & SCREENS 




Crosby & Bown 


Projector Screen 

_ ' Specialists 

Tel: 01636 639 900 

fefr Online Sales & Ebay Shop 

frjfo Ur:-: ' 

\\wv.CrosbyandBo\mLtd.co.uk 

stores.shop.ebay.co.uk/Crosby-and-Bovm 





GnANDvr w| 


Series 


The firmest Home 
Cinema Screens 



Themescene HD20 


Themescene HD86 


CALL TO 
ARRANGE A 
DEMO 


7ft Grandview 7ft Grandview 

Pul! Down Screen Electric Screen + --ltd 

£975 ICALL iniOAV 

For more information CALL us on 0143831 1625 www.lntoav.com 


7ft Grandview 
Electric Screen 
£CALL 


HOME AUTOMATION 


Cub electronicdesign 

Smart Home Solutions Home Cinema Hi-Fi Lighting 


T 01784 470881 


The smartest way to transform your home 


I =. i 




* r 






At Custom Electronic Design we have 
m passion for excellence In everything 
we do and aim to exceed our customers 
expectations. 

Our system designers are equally at home with 
High End HI-FI as they are with Home Cinema, 
Lighting Design, Smart Home Control Systems 
and Distributed Audio and Video. All our custom 
staff are certified CEDI A Designers or Installers, 
ensuring customer satisfaction from concept to 
completion of project. 

From Invisible speakers in your dining room 
to true high definition Home Theatre, we 
will have the solution for you. 


Custom Electronic Design Ltd, 11 Charter Place, High Street, Eg ham TW20 9EA enqufries@customelectronicdesign.co.uk www.customelectronicdesign.co.uk 


www.journal-plaza.net & www.freedowns.net 
































GEAR GUIDE DIRECTORY 


Starscape* 

Fibre Optic and LED Lighting * 


We supply Fibre Optics and LED lighting 
systems to trade and DIY customers. 

Linear LED flexible tape or rigid strips, 
single colour or RGB with a range of 
controllers and power supplies. 

Custom made fibre optic harnesses to 
suit any room size or off-the-shelf kits. 

Friendly advice and support for your 
project. 


L V.T 


TO ADVERTISE HERE CALL 0207 042 4253 



^ % N. 


7 Main Street, Lowick, Berwick upon Tweed, Northumberland, TD15 2UD. 
info@starceiling.co.uk Tel: (01289) 388399 Fax: 388507 

www.starceiling.co.uk 


■P.I-LhUh 




T\/Cihlpc 


Tech link HDMI 
cables 


680201 1m HDMI £27,99 
680202 2m HDMI £3199 
680205 5m HDMI £59.99 
680209 10m HDMI £94,89 
680207 15m HDMI £128.99 





u 


HD DVD. Blu Ray DVD 
and Sky HD ate 


700202 (XS202) 2m HDMI £52.99 
700205 (XS205) 5m HDMI £74.99 


Please see 
website for latest 
prices 


3x1 HDMI 
switch 



3x1 HDMI 

switch, suitable 

for all HD 

resolutions 
including 1080p 
Price £23.99 


AND MANY 
MORE 


lilND't® (famiimmiiiO 

CONNECTION PERFECTION 


www.TVCables.co.uk 

FOR THE BEST UK PRICES ON QUALITY AV CABLES 

sales@tvcables.co.uk 020 7100 4874 


PBS 

f©r P§@ffommir 


www.bluray-upgrades.com 






G#* | 


We are first in UK to modify these machines! 
_ m PoiumNiic Slu-Koy Players 

Panasonic 


Blursy (Jpgr#^* 


e can upyrado moat bturay V[ _ LJ L . ^ 
players and recorders ate "** 

Most Panasonic models 
caf> be modified 
Wmie-U Wait Service 



The World’s First Multiregion Upgrade for Blu-ray 

We can provide an advanced chipping and reprogramming service 
lor most top brand blu-ray players, including Sony, and Pioneer 
Models supported: 



Pioneer BDP-LX series 
Panasonic DMP*BD series 
Panasonic SC-BT series 
Panasonic DMR-BS series 
Sony BDP-S series 

Phone or see web site 
for more details! 


New! Panasonic Blu ray Homo Cinema System, modification for muilLZone blu-ray!! 


Mufti-region Upgrades to most Panasonic models!.. inducting dvd recorders 



C1XEMA-SHOP 

www.c/nsmfi-sl 



Specialists in End of Range and Graded Panasonic Products 
Authorised Panasonic Dealer Tel:01702 554100 

Clearance Sale - End of Range Panasonic AV 

Multi-region 


Blu-ray Players 
from only £99 

Examples 

Blu-ray 3.1 Home Cinema 
System from £259.90 
(option wireless rear spkrs) 


1 


Full HD 50in 
Plasma TV 


only £699 


Offers subject to availability - Only While Stocks LastI 
See website for more offers... www.cinema-shop.co.uk 


Phono to socurm your bargains • Don't Miss Outll 
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OR EMAIL tony.martin@futurenet.co.uk 


JIV SPECIALISTS 



Other brands sold including.... 

optimum ■ alphason * Origin - just-racks - Atacama Audio 


www.avsupports.com 


CALL FREE ON OEQO 011 4584 FOR SALES, HELP AND GUIDANCE 


MIDLANDS 



Demonstration Studios 
Cinema Theatre 
Home Installation 
Multiroom Specialists 
In House Service Dept 
Mail Order Available 


15S High Street;, Bioxwich, Walsall 

□i9sa 


Late Night Thursday 

www.soundacademy.co. 




THX Certified Professional 
Home Theatre 1 

In-store Demo Room 
(pictured above) 

[ Main Si. Mexborough Yorks S64 yDU 

TEL: 0170S 567967 07931539197 
www.ethomeclnema.co.uk 



To Advertise please 
contact 

Tony Martin on 
0207 042 4253 or 
email tony.martin@ 
futurenet.com 




;) i Hfl 



we have a full 
selection of 




ouo UHIalui^ 

miom 

£554 


263 x 114 r&tfl 

234x132 £696 
265x149 £766 
296x163 £SSS 



'203x115 £194 
234X132 £269 
299x163 £383 
351x198 £545 


Easy Pneumatic 
Floor Operated 
Screens 

SIZES: 1>2m 


Realm Tab-tension screens come 
with built-in radio remote control 


Fixed Frame Screens 

SUES; 1 8~4m 


* Electric 

* Manual 

* wait 

- Ceiling 

* floor 

* Rear 

- Custom made 

* Screen material 
by the metre 



WEB DIRECTORY 


flYTocid.CO.uk 


Toad's NEW Bundle Offers Online NOW! 
tel: 01801 800801 




HITACHI JVC • Panwnic PHIUPS 


SONY TOSHIBA 


Top Brands. Lowest Prices. Call 020 8924 7744. 

www.rgbdirect.co.uk 


rgbttl 


Authorised Dealer of AHMaJor UK Brands BU y NQW pA y UTER , 

:SS hiti.com INTEREST FREE CREDIT for 9 Months 

PLASMA & LCD TV I DVD/HDD & BLU-RAY I HOME CINEMA I HI-FI & PORTABLE AUDIO I CAMCORDERS & CAMERAS I CAR HIFI & NAVIGATION 


www.journal-plaza.net & www.freedowns.net 
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130 www.homecinemachoice.com 

COMING NEXT IN 


The best home cinema kit revealed^ don't miss the AV event of the year! 


-4 Next issue's highlights ONKYO THX-certified BD system will amaze! 
SUBWOOFER Basshunters experience a Paradigm INFOCUS £3k wonder projector 
SOUNDBARS Smart boxes to boost TV audio £10,000 of Panasonic 3DTV kit to be won! 

PLUS: All the latest news, Blu-ray/DVD reviews and more 


CONTENTS SUBJECT TO CHANGE, BUT ONLY FOR THE BETTER 


www.journal-plaza.net & www.freedowns.net 






AUDIOVISUAL Call 01706 878118 

_online _ www.audiovisualonline.co.uk 


Cables / Interconnects AV Receivers Speakers AV Stands and Mounts 

Free Delivery on all Orders Over £10 • Free Installation Advice • Custom Cable Service 



Free to any reader 


Extremely rugged 
and hardwiring 
Gains results by 
using multi strand 
Fusion technology 
for dearer sound 


Award-winning 
interconnect with 
HULL!FLEX ® 
jacket and 
sublime noise 
rejection 


Extra shielding 
for less radio and 
electromagnetic 
Interference. 


Add a Cable bundle worth £200 

Add a Cable bundle worth £200 
PLUS an Onkyo 607 AV Receiver 
More bundle o pi ions available, please call for details 


Just use voucher code FLAGS 
when checking out on our website 
or quote over the phone when 
placing your order 

r 5 1 * UUhiJ* '.IsiaVi 1-1*1 


HE W 


Converts digital signals to 
analogue audio outputs. 


Connect up to 5 sources to play 
around the house. 


0 Bluetooth 


Plays content from any iPhone. 
iPod Touch or Bluetooth-ready 
laptops and devices with zero 
loss in sound quality through 
your home stereo. 


A selection of brushed aluminium 
and matt black speaker wall plates. 
HDMI connections also available 


And Mains Conditioner 


FliUAL 


QED Silver Anniversary Micro , A v-t i 

El. 60 per i metre W A L~ 

QED Onginai Speaker Cable 

£2.80 per / metre ^ 

QED Silver Anniversary 

£4.00 pier t metre m 

QED Silver Anniversary XT j 

£4.00 per / metre 07/08 .A 

QED Silver Anniversary XT Evolution i 

£ 5,85 per / metre 10/09 _ 

QED Silver Anniversary XT Bi-Wire I 

£7.70 per t metre 10/06 .jk, 

QED Revelation Speaker Cable I 

£13.50 per / metre 10/08 / 

QED Airioc Banana Plugs and Spades Available 


oraoH 


Canton Movie 80 
5.1 Cinema Pack 


★ ★★ ★★ 

Award Winning HDMI-SR Cables 
0.5m RRP £80 Now £40,00 

1m RRP £90 Now £45.00 

2m RRP £100 Now £50,00 

3m RRP £110 Now £55,00 

5m RRP £125 Now £62.50 

7m RRP £150 Now £75,00 


Onkyo 307 AV 
Receiver 


Plus our Silver Cable Pack 
includes speaker, HDMI and 
subwoofer cables worth £200! 


NEW 


A large selection of speaker cable 
offcuts and end of reel lengths 
discounted heavily for clearance'! 


r Come and demo any of our AV equipment 
r at our £l5k Lancashire showroom today, 
f We run on an appointment-only basis so 
we can guarantee you our full undivided 
attention and can take your time demoing 
our speakers, cables, receivers and much 
more at your own pace with no distractions 
whatsoever. 

Where we are,, ~ >s^ 

Audiovisual Online 
Unit5.TheSid.ngs 

New Line ind Est. I \ ™ 1 

Bacup I V** o/ftrtrisfcj 

Lancashire V \ 

OL13 9RW V £ 


Following brands readily available 


Fisual 


BOOK AN APPOINTMENT TODAY 

01706 878444 


www.audiovisualonline.co.uk/offcut 


Free Gift To iver i Customer 


Van Den Hut Phono Interconnects 


Q Acoustics 2000 Cinema Pack 


CLEAN SOUND 


SUPERB QUALITY 


QED Live uPtay Bluetooth Receiver 


CVP Digital Converter 


Vivanco Sc art Sender 


Case Logic CD Wallets 


Tacim-a § Way Extension 


Fisual Speaker Wall Plates 


SHIPPEDI 


PRICES FROM 

just £2 4- 99 


OUR OFFER 


QED Reference HDMI-SR Cable 


Horne Cinema Bundle Of The Month 


QED Speaker Cables 


S4I/E 

£ 190 !! 


HALF PRICE 

SAVE P7C 
UP TO £#□ 


FREE DELIVERY 

JUSTpcCQ.99 


Lancashire Demo Showroom Now Open 


MFIMNCSST 
ApmmrmifT 
, 0MLY! . 


OFFCUT DISCOUNTS 

Under 5m 


5m to 9m 

l 30% OFF 

Over 9m 

20% OFF 

Namur Wllng Pf*» 


[ ‘The lAOtertall 


The W&ve' 


The weir 
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0Bm ^^r 
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www.journal-plaza.net & www.freedowns.net 




































































Perfect Harmony 

Apex series 

We’ve distilled the essence of our finest full-size speakers into 
a scintillatingly ergonomic design, perfected for the priorities of 
contemporary living. Audio gurus will discover brilliantly dynamic 
sound, rich with pulsating natural detail. 

Style gurus will simply love them. 



The Gadget Show 


NEC, Birmingham 


7-11 April 2010 

Please visit us at Stand F22 



(02) MONITOR AUDIO 


design for sound 


Please visit: monitoraudio.co.uk 

Telephone: 0800 0352 032 


www.journal-plaza.net & www.freedowns.net 















